
SAE Technical Standards Board Rules provide that: “This report is published by SAE to advance the state of technical and engineering sciences. The use of this report is entirely
voluntary, and its applicability and suitability for any particular use, including any patent infringement arising therefrom, is the sole responsibility of the user.”

SAE reviews each technical report at least every five years at which time it may be reaffirmed, revised, or cancelled. SAE invites your written comments and suggestions.

QUESTIONS REGARDING THIS DOCUMENT: (412) 772-8512 FAX: (412) 776-0243
TO PLACE A DOCUMENT ORDER; (412) 776-4970 FAX: (412) 776-0790

Copyright 1987 Society of Automotive Engineers, Inc.
All rights reserved. Printed in U.S.A.

SURFACE
VEHICLE

400 Commonwealth Drive, Warrendale, PA 15096-0001
RECOMMENDED
PRACTICE

Submitted for recognition as an American National Standard

J847
REV.

NOV87

Issued 1963-06
Revised 1987-11

Superseding J847 AUG85

TRAILER TOW BAR EYE AND PINTLE HOOK/COUPLER PERFORMANCE

Foreword—This Document has also been changed to reflect the new SAE Technical Standards Board Format.
Section 2 is now References.

1. Scope—This SAE Recommended Practice applies to highway trailer tow bar eye-type applications, including
multiple trailers.

2. References—There are no referenced publications specified herein.

3. Performance Requirements—Trailer tow bar eyes, coupling devices, their attachments and support
structures must withstand the indicated test loads without residual deformation of any components which will
affect their intended performance.  The coupling device must be provided with a locking system which prevents
accidental separation of the truck tractor or trailer from the trailer being towed.  The coupling device and trailer
tow bar eye, when mounted and coupled, must provide the minimum clearance necessary for adequate
articulation.

NOTE—Many tow bar eye sizes and shapes are available.  (2) common sizes are shown.
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