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1. SCOPE

This SAE Recommended Practice was developed to standardize fuel inlet closure colors and verbiage by fuel type
primarily for passenger car and truck applications, but it can be applied to marine, industrial, lawn and garden, and other

similar applications.

1.1 Purpose

See Section 4, Table 1 for a list of specified colors, and text by fuel type.

The purpose of this document is to establish standardized colors and text on the fuel inlet closure for various automotive

fuels.
damage to the vehic

le engine and its emission control system can be avoided.

By following this recommended practice, instances of refueling vehicles with the wrong fuel which can lead to
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3. DEFINITIONS

3.1

Fuel Inlet Closure

Dispenser Nozzle Spouts for Liquid Fuels Intended for Use with Spark Ignition and Compression Ignition

Gas cap or other mechanisms, such as capless devices, used to open and close/seal the fuel system for the purpose of

refueling a fuel tank.
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3.2 Unleaded Gasoline

Fuel intended for use with spark ignition (SlI) engines that contains no lead or other metal compounds that could poison
tailpipe emission control and which have been certified by US EPA to conform to the EPA “Substantially Similar”’
guideline. The following are examples of unleaded gasoline:

3.2.1  Gasoline (petrol)
3.22 E10

Gasoline plus up to 10% ethyl alcohol.

3.2.3 Reformulateg

Gasoline with reduc
ethanol or 5% methg
3.3 E85

An unleaded fuel m
(FFV).

3.4 Diesel Fuel
Fuel intended for us
3.4.1 Diesel Fuel,
342 B5

Diesel fuel containin
343 B20

Diesel fuel containin
3.5 Pantone

The PANTONE MAT
pre-mixed colors.

d Gasoline

bd aromatic content, boiling range and volatility and containing up to 2 wi% oxyg
nol).

xture containing 85% ethanol and 15% unleaded gasoline,*Normally used in F

b with compression ignition (Cl) engines. The following are examples of diesel fu

#1 or #2

b up to 5% fatty acid methyl estérs (FAME).

h up to 20% FAME;

[CHING . SYSTEM® is a solid color communication system based on the visual m

en (15% MTBE, 6%

exible Fuel Vehicles

U

atching of individual,

4. REQUIREMENTS
TABLE 1 - COLOR AND TEXT REQUIREMENTS
Closure Color
Fuel Type (Pantone #) Text Text Color
Diesel Fuel Green (347) “DIESEL” Black
E85 Yellow (109) “E85 / Gasoline” Black
Unleaded Fuel Black Unspecified Unspecified
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