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Ethics for Accident Investigation and Reconstruction

RATIONALE

The technical report covers technology, products, or processes which are mature and not likely to change in the
foreseeable future.
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2.1

2.1.1

Scope—The purpose of this SAE Recommended Practice is to promote the highest professional and personal
conduct of practitioners in the fields of accident investigation and reconstruction.

It encourages the continuous application of high ethical principles to one's own endeavors. It also encourages
the application of these same principles to athers associated with accident investigation and reconstruction.
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3. Competence—Practitioners shall offer to perform services only in the aspects of an incident where their
training and|experience qualifies them to understandvadequately the technical elements|supporting the
opinions offefed.

Practitioners|shall endeavor to complete a thorough and comprehensive investigation and analysis.

4. Truthfulnes$/Openness—Practitioners shall accurately and completely represent their eddcation, training,
experience, Mmembership grade, and status in professional or technical organizations.

Practitioners| shall express opipiens based solely on: (a) the facts related to the incident, (b) generally
accepted technical principles, @nd (c) their professional experience and judgement.

Practitioners|shall not falsify, conceal, nor destroy evidence.

Practitioners|shall arrive at unbiased opinions irrespective of who their client is in the matter.

5. Conflict of Interest/Privileged Information—Practitioners shall act in professional matters fof each employer
or client as faithful agents or trustees, avoiding conflicts of interest.

Practitioners shall not accept assignments based upon contingent fee payments.

Practitioners shall preserve or recommend preservation of physical evidence in accordance and compliance
with established professional or technical standards and applicable law.
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