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Truck Vehicle Identification Numbers

1. Scope—ThL SAERecommended—Practice—asbeen—established—to provicde—direction for the design and
installation gf a vehicle identification number assigned to a truck or truck-tractor. Innaghering to these
standards, fdcility of application in factory production and appearance are matters for manufgcturer control.

1.1 Rationale—T[his document has been superseded and covered by U.S. federal regulation 49|CFR Part 565.

2. References

2.1 Applicable RPublication—The following publication forms a part of the-specification to thg extent specified
herein. Unless otherwise indicated the lastest revision of SAE publications shall apply.

2.1.1  SAE PusLIcATION—Available from SAE, 400 Commonwealth.Drive, Warrendale, PA 15096-0001.

SAE J687—Nomenclature—Truck, Bus, Trailer

3. Definitions

3.1 Vehicle Identification Number (VIN)—The number assigned to a vehicle by the manufacturer, primarily for
registration gnd identification purposes.

3.2 Truck—Evely motor vehicle carrying.its-load on its own wheels and primarily designed for the transportation
of property. [Corresponds to definitiens for motor truck in SAE J687.)

3.3 Truck-Tractpr—Every motor \iehicle designed primarily for driving truck trailers and constructed so as to carry
part of the weight and load.of*a semitrailer. (Corresponds to definition for truck-tractor in SAE J687.)

4. Accessibility—The_VIN number shall be placed in a location which may be observed without need for
disassembly| ConSideration should be given to developing consistency of VIN locations withih product lines of
any manufagturer:

5. Durability

5.1 The VIN shall be impressed, embossed, or fabricated in a similarly durable manner in the material of the

vehicle or on a separate plate. Materials subject to corrosion should be protected to minimize risk or loss of

the VIN.

SAE Technical Standards Board Rules provide that: “This report is published by SAE to advance the state of technical and engineering sciences. The use of this report is entirely
voluntary, and its applicability and suitability for any particular use, including any patent infringement arising therefrom, is the sole responsibility of the user.”

SAE reviews each technical report at least every five years at which time it may be reaffirmed, revised, or cancelled. SAE invites your written comments and suggestions.

Copyright © 2009 SAE International
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording, or otherwise, without the prior written permission of SAE.
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