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3. DEFINITIONS

3.1

WORLD MANUFACTURER IDENTIFIER (WMI)

The first section of the VIN consisting of a code uniquely designating the manufacturer of the vehicle.

3.2 OTHER
For other basic defin
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5. PROCEDURES
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Assignment of blocks of WMI shall be made by SAE upon receipt of a written request for such assignment by a

Assignment of blocks of WMI shall be honored, provided the national organization has completed the requirements


https://saenorm.com/api/?name=b72b3006a0b6ff2fdd60b4d8703fe3ad

	1. SCOPE
	2. REFERENCES
	2.1 Applicable Documents
	2.1.1 SAE Publications


	3. DEFINITIONS
	3.1 WORLD MANUFACTURER IDENTIFIER (WMI)
	3.2 OTHER

	4. BACKGROUND
	4.1 SAE does not establish the requirement for any manufacturer to apply for or use manufacturer identifiers. SAE will issue a WMI only upon application.
	4.2 The WMI, once issued, will not be reissued for use by a different manufacturer for a period of 10 years following the last known production of a vehicle with that WMI.
	4.3 More than one WMI may be issued to a given vehicle manufacturer.
	4.4 The WMI shall consist of three characters or six characters, dependent on annual production. An example of the WMI encoding is included in Table 1.
	4.4.1 For manufacturers that produce, or are scheduled to produce, in quantities of 900 or more annually, a three-character WMI shall be available for assignment.
	4.4.2 For manufacturers of less than 900 vehicles annually, a six-character WMI shall be available for assignment. For a six-character WMI, the number 9 in the third character shall be used, and VIN positions 12 through 14 will identify the specific m...

	4.5 For manufacturers assigned a six-character WMI, request of a new, three-character WMI is required as production exceeds the 900-unit level.
	Table 1 - WMI encoding within the VIN


	5. PROCEDURES
	5.1 Procedures for SAE
	5.1.1 SAE shall maintain a bank of WMIs.
	5.1.2 Assignment of blocks of WMI shall be made by SAE upon receipt of a written request for such assignment by a national organization.
	5.1.3 Assignment of blocks of WMI shall be honored, provided the national organization has completed the requirements of 5.2.3.
	5.1.4 SAE shall maintain two basic lists pertaining to WMI.
	5.1.4.1 List A
	5.1.4.2 List B


	5.2 Procedures for National Organizations
	5.2.1 Assignment of a WMI shall be made by the national organization upon receipt of a written request for such assignment by a vehicle manufacturer.
	5.2.2 Requests for the assignment of a specific WMI will be honored, provided that the WMI conforms to the established system for identification of vehicle type, country of manufacturer, etc., and has not been previously assigned.
	5.2.3 National organizations facing depletion of available WMIs shall conduct an audit to identify manufacturers that have not produced vehicles for 30 years or more. The WMI from the identified manufacturers shall then be reallocated back to the bloc...
	5.2.4 The national organization shall, upon issuance of all WMIs reserved by SAE, submit written request to SAE for an additional block of WMIs.

	5.3 Procedures for Manufacturers
	5.3.1 When necessary, a manufacturer shall submit a written request to the appropriate national organization for assignment of a WMI.
	5.3.2 If a manufacturer does not accept the WMI it has been assigned, it may request, in writing, the assignment of a different WMI. Assignment of an alternate WMI is at the discretion of the national organization.
	5.3.3 To facilitate tracking of WMI assignments, WMI assignees should communicate with the national organization any changes or variations in names associated with the WMI (e.g., corporate name, divisions, subsidiaries, etc.).


	6. NOTES
	6.1 Revision Indicator


