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3. DEFINITIONS

3.1

World Manufacturer Identifier (WMI)

The first section of the VIN consisting of a code uniquely designating the manufacturer of the vehicle.

3.2

Other

For other basic definitions see SAE J218, SAE J272 and SAE J1229

4. BACKGROUND

4.1 SAE does not|establish the requirement for any manufacturer to apply for or use manufacturer identifiers. SAE will
issue a WMI anly upon application.
4.2 The WMI, onde issued, will not be re-issued for use by a different manufacturer fof aperiod ¢f 10 years following
the last known| production of a vehicle with that WMI.
4.3 More than ong WMI may be issued to a given vehicle manufacturer.
4.4 The WMI shal consist of three characters or six characters, dependent on annual production] An example of the
WMI encoding is included in Table 1.
441 For manufagturers that produce, or are scheduled to produce, in quantities of 900 or moye annually, a three
character WMI shall be available for assignment.
4.4.2 For manufagturers of less than 900 vehicles annually,a“six character WMI shall be available [for assignment. For
a six character WMI, the number 9 in the third character shall be used and VIN positions twglve through fourteen
(12-14) will igentify the specific manufacturer.
4.5 For manufactyrers assigned a six character WMI, request of a new, three character WMI is refjuired as production
exceeds the 9D0 unit level.
TABLE 1 - WMI ENCODING WITHIN THE VIN
Field Name WMI VDS Check VIS
Digit
VIN Position 1120314156718 9 10 | 11 | 12 | 13 | 14 15 16 | 17
3 Character WNII | X | X X
6 Character WNIl | X X | 9 X | x [ x
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