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FOREWORD

Changes in this revision are format/editorial only.

This document contains a list of names of devices that are commonly found in aircraft fuel systems.  
Following each of these names is a list of synonyms or colloquial descriptions that are frequently used to 
describe the named component.

The contents of this document are meant to act as an aid to persons who may not be familiar with one or 
more of the listed aircraft fuel system components.  It should be recognized that in many industry 
documents only the colloquial names are used to describe aircraft fuel system components.  In many 
instances, components are assigned nomenclatures that describe what the component causes the fuel 
system to do rather than describing the function(s) of the component itself.

1. SCOPE:

This document provides a summary of names commonly used throughout the industry for aircraft fuel 
system components.  It is a thesaurus intended to aid those not familiar with the lexicon of the industry.

2. REFERENCES:

There are no referenced publications specified herein.

SAE Technical Standards Board Rules provide that: “This report is published by SAE to advance the state of technical and engineering sciences.  The use of this report is 
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SAE reviews each technical report at least every five years at which time it may be reaffirmed, revised, or cancelled.  SAE invites your written comments and suggestions. 
Copyright © 2007 SAE International 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior written permission of SAE. 
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TABLE 1

Name of Device Also Known As

ADAPTER, PRESSURE FUEL
SERVICING

Single-point refueling adapter, Underwing adapter, Refueling adapter,
Ground-fueling adapter, Bottom-loading adapter, Bayonet adapter,
Closed-circuit refueling adapter

CELL, FUEL Bladder tank, Fuel tank, Bladder cell, Fuel bag, Self-sealing tank

EDUCTOR Ejector, Jet pump, Injector pump, Ejector pump, Scavenge pump,
Booster pump, Jet inducer, Transfer pump

FLUIDIC LEVEL-SENSOR Jet pilot, Jet level sensor, Jet-operated level sensor, Remote pilot

PUMP Motor-driven pump, Turbine-driven pump, Gearbox-driven pump,
Positive displacement pump, Centrifugal pump, Eductor, Piston
pump, Regenerative pump

PUMP, CENTRIFUGAL Impeller pump, Booster pump, Transfer pump, Override pump,
Jettison pump

PUMP, MOTOR-DRIVEN AC-motor-driven pump, DC-motor-driven pump, Transfer pump,
Hydraulic-motor-driven pump, Booster pump, Air-motor-driven pump,
Override pump

PUMP, POSITIVE-
DISPLACEMENT

Fixed-displacement pump, Vane pump, Gear pump, Engine pump,
Lobe pump, Piston pump

PUMP, TURBINE-DRIVEN Fuel-turbine-driven pump, Gas-turbine-driven pump, Booster pump,
Transfer pump, Air-turbine-driven pump

VALVE, AIR-NO-FUEL Vent valve, Float vent valve, Float check valve, Air vent valve

VALVE, BI-DIRECTIONAL
RELIEF

Transfer feed valve, Climb and dive valve, Pressure and vacuum
relief valve, Sniffle valve, Two-way relief valve

VALVE, CHECK Stop valve, Bypass valve, Defuel valve, Baffle check, Priority valve

VALVE, FLOAT-OPERATED
PILOT

Level control pilot valve, Pilot valve, Float valve, Low-level pilot valve,
High-level pilot valve, Companion pilot valve, Solenoid override pilot
valve, Flotation precheck pilot valve, Dual-float pilot, Remote pilot
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