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Work on this question by the Technical Committee began in 1952 and led, in 1962,
to the adoption of a Draft ISO Recommendation.
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of jan editorial nature, by the following Member Bodies:
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DIRECTION OF OPERATION
OF MACHINE TOOL CONTROLS

1. SCOPE

This ISO Recommendation is concerned solely with the choice of the direction of operation of
controls whose function is to produce movement of controlled machine tool components in one

or other of two opposing directions.

Consequently, its scope does not include controls for components which rotate continuously in
the same direction during the normal functioning of the machine (such as contrgls, for electric
motors).

2. GENERAL RULES

The rules included in this ISO Recommendation are applicable generally to new series of macHine
tools and also as far as possible to existing series.

It may be, however, that in certain cases they cannot be.applied; the departure from the gule
should then be made clear by showing on the machine indicator plate the directions of operatjon
of the control and the corresponding directions of mgvement of the controlled component.

2.1 Lever control

The lever should be so placed that

for the control of a rectilinear . movement, the line joining the extreme positions of [the
handle, on either side of the'neutral position, is approximately parallel to the direction
of the movement of the ‘centrolled component;

for the control of agircular movement, the plane in which the lever arm rotates is parallel
to that of the controlled component.,

In either case,.the’ movement of the lever should produce a movement of the controlled
component in. the same direction.

This ruleis valid for the control of movements produced manually (Fig. 1), as well as |for
starting-automatic movements (Fig. 2 and 3).
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2.2 Push-button control

The line of push buttons should be placed parallel to the movement of the controlled com-
ponent and the operation of the right-hand button, or the farthest button or the top button,
is to produce a movement respectively to the right, or away or upwards (for an operator
placed in the operating position).
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