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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical Commission) form the
specialized system for worldwide standardization. National bodies that are members of ISO or IEC participate in the
development of International Standards through technical committees established by the respective organization to deal with
particular fields of technical activity. ISO and IEC technical committees collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other
international organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO and IEC, also take pa[t in the work.

In the fleld of information technology, ISO and IEC have established a joint technical committee, ISOAEC JTC 1. Draft
International Standards adopted by the joint technical committee are circulated to national bodies.for voting. Publication as a
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the national bodies casting a vote:

International Standard ISO/IEC 6523-1 was prepared by Joint Technical Committee ISO/IEGnfénhtion technology,
Subcommittee SC 3Rata management services

This edition, together with ISO/IEC 6523-2:1998, cancels and replaces ISO 6523:1984, which has been technically revised.

ISO/IEC 6523 consists of the following parts, under the generalrtidemation technology — Structure for the |dentification
of organizations and organization parts

— Palt 1: Identification of organization identification schemes
— Palt 2: Registration of organization identification schemes

Annex [A forms an integral part of this part of ISO/IEC 6523. Annex B is for information only.
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The increased use of data processing and telecommunications capabilities in commercial, governmental and other applications
has made possible the interchange of information in an effective machine-processable form. As this type of automated
interchange increases, the need for International Standards covering data also increases. ISO/IEC 6523 defining a structure fol

unigue and unambiguous identification of organizations and organization parts is one of a number
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The format of the ICD has been changed to variable length;

A component has been-added for the specification of the source of the Organization Part identifier.

5 that have been developed as a means for improving the accuracy and effectiveness of data proge
je.

elopment of this part of ISO/IEC 6523, it has been recognized that a single method for identifying a
rnational basis is neither feasible nor practicable. Instead, this part of ISO/IEC 6523 recagnizes exi
on and provides a means for systematically incorporating these in a uniform structuré for the purpo
je. In this part of ISO/IEC 6523 an organization may be identified by more than ong-identification m

f the structure for the identification of organizations and organization parts, farthe purpose of interg
n, will:

e the accuracy of the identification of organizations and organization parts, and hence of the interch
the need for human intervention in the interchange of information-in\machine-to-machine environmg
h the time required to specify interchange agreements;

nsequence of the foregoing, reduce the cost of the interchange of data.

illustrating the use of the structure for the identificatiopyof organizations and organization parts are
e annex B.

icant changes since the preceding edition of ISQ/IEC 6523 (1984) are the following:

fandard has been split into two parts, accofding to the ISO/IEC rules for the elaboration of standard
rganization name has been removed from the structure;

ngth limit for the organization. identifier has been changed to 35 characters;
pstrictions on the types of eharacters in the organization identifier have been removed;

entification of organization parts, which was only implicit in the preceding version of the standard, t
¢ definition given fofthe word "organization", is now explicit, through a separate data element;
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Information technology — Structure for the identification of organizations and
organization parts —

Part 1:
Identification of organization identification schemes

1 Scppe

1.1 Thig part of ISO/IEC 6523 specifies a structure for globally and unambiguously identifying organization$, and parts therec
for the purpose of information interchange.

This p3rt of ISO/IEC 6523 also makes recommendations regarding cases where prior agreéments may be|concluded betwee
interchange partners.

1.2 Thisg part of ISO/IEC 6523 does not specify file organization techniques, storage.media , languages, et¢. to be used in its
implenmentation.

2 Narmative references

The following standards contain provisions which, through reference in‘this text, constitute provisions of this part of

ISO/IELC 6523. At the time of publication, the editions indicated weréalid. All standards are subject to rev|sion, and parties t
agreements based on this part of ISO/IEC 6523 are encouraged terinvestigate the possibility of applying tHe most recent
editions of the standards indicated below. Members of IEC and{SO maintain registers of currently valid International
Standards.

ISO/IEC 6523-2:1998nformation technology — Structurefor the identification of organizations and organization parts —
Part 2:[Registration of organization identification schefes.

ISO/IEC 11179-3:1994nformation technology — Specification and standardization of data elements — P4rt 3: Basic
attributes of data elements.

3 Ddfinitions

For theg purposes of this part of ISOUAEC 6523, the following definitions apply.

NOTE 1: When a word or phrase appears in italics within a definition, this means that a definition exists in this paE©f§SZ¥Ifor this
word or|phrase.

NOTE 3: The definitions being-presented in a logical order, an alphabetic list is included.

Alphabgtic list of the definitions Subclause
character repertaire 3.14
data elpment 3.3
data elementvalue 3.4
ICD 3.8
ICD vajue 3.9
identification scheme 3.6
identifier 3.5
International Code Designator value, ICD value 3.9
International Code Designator, ICD 3.8
OPI 3.11
OPI source indicator (OPIS) 3.12
OPIS value 3.13
organization 3.1
organization identification scheme 3.7
organization identifier 3.10
organization part 3.2
organization part identifier (OPI) 3.11
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3.1 organization A unique framework of authority within which a person or persons act, or are designated to act, towards
some purpose.

NOTE 3: The kinds of organizations covered by this part of ISO/IEC 6523 include the following examples:

a) an organization incorporated under law;
b) an unincorporated organization or activity providing goods and/or services including:

1) partnerships;

2) social or other non-profit organizations or similar bodies in which ownership or control is vested in a group of individuals;
3) sole proprietorships;

4) governmental bodies.

c) grdupings of the above types of organizations where there is a need to identity these in information interchange.

3.2 organization part Any department, service or other entity withinaganization which needs to be identified for
informatign interchange.

3.3 data plementA unit of data for which the definition, identification, representation and permissible values are specified by
means of|a set of attributes (ISO/IEC 11179-3).

3.4 data glement valueA value out of a set of permissible values pertainingdata element

3.5 ident|fier: A character or group of characters constitutitaa element valuesed to identify or name an object and
possibly tp indicate certain properties of that object.

3.6 identffication schemeA system allocatingdentifiersto registered objects.
3.7 organization identification schemeAn identification schemededicated to th€ unique identificationasfjanizatipns
3.8 InterIationaI Code Designator, ICD:Thedata elemenused to uniquely identify asrganization identification scheme.

3.9 Inter
scheme

ational Code Designator value, ICD valueTheidentifier allocated to a particularganization identification

3.10 organization identifier: Theidentifier assigned to aarganjzationwithin an organization identification schengand
unique within that scheme.

3.11 organization part identifier (OPI): An identifier allocatéd to a particularganization part
3.12 OPI|source indicator (OPIS):Thedata elementiséd to specify the source for thrganization part identifier

3.13 OPIS value:The particular value (digit or capital letter) taken by@#iSto designate the source of amganization
part ident|fier.

3.14 chafacter repertoire A set of charagters, considered independently of its encoding.

4 Strugture for the identification of organizations and organization parts

The purpgse of the structure for'the identification of organizations and organization parts is to provide a global and
unambigyous identification\of one organization among all other organizations, and of any part of it as appropfiate.

4.1 Components of\the structure

The structure for,the identification of organizations and organization parts consists of the following four comppnents:

a) the {nternational Code Designator (ICD);

b) the identification of an organization within an identification scheme: a data element containing an organization
identifier;

¢) the identification of an organization part: a data element containing an organization part identifier (OPI);
d) the OPI source indicator (OPIS): a data element containing a code value indicating the source of the OPI.

The third component, identification of an organization part, is optional. It is used when and only when one wants to designate a
specific part within an organization.

The fourth component, the OPI source indicator (OPIS), shall not be used if the third component is not used; it is optional when
the OPI is used.
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The format of these data elements is the following:

— ICD: integer, variable length, up to 4 digits;
— ldentification of an organization: variable length, up to 35 characters;
— OPI: variable length, up to 35 characters;
— OPIS: 1 character.

No particular sequence of the four components is specified in this part of ISO/IEC 6523.

The structure is illustrated in figure 1. Examples of use of the structure are given in informative annex B.

ICD Identification of an organization within an identification scheme Identification of an organization part [~ OPI
Variable Variable length Optional;variable length Ogptional;
length; up to up to 1 character.
integer; 35 characters. 35 characters,
pto4
digits.

(The sequence of the four components is not specified in this part’of ISO/IEC 6523: see 4.6)

Figure 1 — The structure for the identification of orgaqizations and organization parts

4.2 The International Code Designator (ICD)

4.2.1The International Code Designator (ICD) is used to uniguely identify an organization identification scheme.

4.2.2The ICD values are all integers from 1 to 9999. The*ICD may be transmitted as a variable-length datg element;
converkely, if transmitted in a 4 digit fixed length field; teading zeros shall be added to complete the formafto 4 digits if the
ICD value is less than 1000.

4.2.3An International Code Designator value is‘allocated to an organization identification scheme in accordlance with the
procedpre specified in ISO/IEC 6523-2.

4.2.4The ICD value allocated to an organization identification scheme shall be unique.

4.2.5T¢ guarantee unique identification of organization identification schemes, an ICD value once assignefl shall not be
reallocated.

4.2.614D values reserved for-special use are specified in clause 5.
4.3 The identification of an organization within an identification scheme

4.3.1An organization is identified within an identification scheme by the identifier allocated to it within that §cheme. The
identification seheme is identified by the ICD value.

4.3.2T£e identifier allocated to an organization within an identification scheme shall be unique within the identification
schem

4.3.3The length of the identifier shall be of maximum 35 characters.
4.3.4The format of the identifier, including the actual number of characters and character repertoire used, shall comply with t
identification scheme as documented upon registration, in accordance with ISO/IEC 6523-2.

4.4 The identification of an organization part

4.4.1 Purpose and usage

4.4.1.1The purpose of the identification of an organization part is to facilitate, through an Organization Part Identifier (OPI),
the reference to any department, service or other entity within an organization, which needs to be identified for information
interchange.


https://standardsiso.com/api/?name=d8ab878350addcf237f514e3b9caa804

ISO/IEC

6523-1:1998(E) ol

4.4.1.20rganization part identifiers may be allocated:

SO/IEC

a) either by the scheme identifying the organization (in addition to the identifier of the organization itself);

b) or by another method, specified at the initiative of the organization or by agreement between the interchange

NOTE 4:

partners.

— In case "b", the identifier may be for exampieatedby the organization, athoserby it using an external source of identifiers other
than the one used for the identification of the organization.

— A combination of approaches "a" and "b" may also be used, for example if the organization part identifier used is an identifier created by

the sch

4.4.1.3When the identification of organization parts is done by the organizations themselves, and except.f'ot

by the rul

— some

— chang
organi

4.4.2 Ruld
4.42.1Th
4.4.2.2Th

bs governing the identification scheme:

prganizations may choose to allocate identifiers to parts of themselves, other may chogse not to do

bs in the list of parts identified by the organization, and to the identifiers allocated te'‘them, are mana
ration itself, at its own initiative.

S
e identifier allocated to a part of organization shall be unique within that-grganization.

F length of the identifier shall be of maximum 35 characters.

4.4.2.3When identifiers have been allocated to parts of an organization;and except if otherwise specified by

governing

4.5 The
4.5.1 Pur

Interchan
designatg
allocated

organizat

an identification scheme, the transmission of these identifiers'as components of the structure rema

Drganization Part Identifier Source indicator (OPIS)
hose

e partners may use various types of OP|, depending, for example, of the type of organization partg
, or of requirements proper to a given category of interchanges. For example they may use in some
by third parties such as a public admidistration; in other cases they will use identifiers allocated free
on itself; etc.

The purpose of the OPI source indicator(OPIS) is to allow specifying the source for the Organization Part 1d¢

4.5.2 Rulg
4.5.2.1Th
4.5.2.2Th

0: The
NO1

S
e OPIS, when used\(See 4.1), shall have a length of 1 character, and be a digit (O to 9) or a capital
e following values' of the OPIS shall have the following meaning:

OPI is allocated by the issuing organization managing the Identification Scheme specified in the ICI

E 5: Such a case may exist only if the Organization identification scheme, in addition to allocating identifiers t

herwise specified

So.
1ged by the

he rules
ins optional.

they want to
cases identifiers
ly by the

entifier.

etter (A to Z).

D;

b organizations,

also|allecates identifiers to parts of these organizations [see 4.4.1.2 a)].
1: The ORPLis-otherthan-inthe case of value Q" :\hn\/n, and.is selected h\]/ the nrgnni?:ﬂ'inn epnr\ifind inth
identifier;

9: The OPI used is selected according to agreements between the interchange partners.

organization

4.5.2.3If the OPI used is a combination of an identifier allocated by the issuing organization managing the Identification
Scheme specified in the ICD, and of a complementary identifier allocated by other means (for example by the organization
itself), the values 0 and 1 shall not be used.

4.5.2.40PIS values 2 to 8 are reserved for future use.

4.5.2.5AIphabetic values of the OPIS may be used to specify, at an international, national or sectorial level, or within the
framework of an interchange agreement, particular organization parts identification systems.
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4.6 Mechanism for association of the ICD value, the organization identifier, the organization part identifier
and the OPIS value

The mechanism by which the ICD value, the organization identifier, the organization part identifier (when used), and the OPI.
value (when used) are associated is not specified in this part of ISO/IEC 6523. It may include implicit use of ICD value (e.qg.
prior agreement between interchanging partners allowing for its omission in the actual interchange) as well as explicit
interchange of ICD value together with the organization identifier and, if used, the organization part identifier and the OPIS
value. Any syntax (including eventually the use of separators) may be agreed for this purpose.

5 Reserved ICD values

5.1Intgrchanging partners may want, by prior agreement, to interchange organization identifiers allpcated by an identification
scheme to which no ICD value has been assigned, or for which the assignment of an ICD value is pending

The following range of ICD values is reserved to this effect:
9900 - (9999

The interchange partners shall agree on the identification of the identification schemey’using one of the abpve reserved value
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Specification of attributes of the International Code Designator (ICD)

and of the Organization Part Identifier Source indicator (OPIS)

A.1 Ggneral

For the pt

in accord
may supp

NOTE 6: T
their precig

| - Intern

Name:

Abbreviated name:

Version:

Definition

Represen
Form of r
Datatype
Maximumny
Minimum
Comment

Permissil

tation category:
ppresentation:

of data element values:

size of data element values:
on representation:

le data element values:

Validity category<fer‘usage:

Responsi

ble‘organization:

ational Code Designator (ICD):

size of data element values:

International Code Designator
ICD

2

Data element used to uniquely identify an
organizatien-identification scheme
Charagter representation

Code

Integer

4

1

Leading zeros are optional

— ldentifiers for the Organization identification
schemes that have been registered according
to ISO/IEC 6523:1998

— and values 9900 to 9999 (reserved for use
by agreement between interchange partners)

Information interchange
ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 14

rposes of this part of ISO/IEC 6523, the technical specifications of the ICD and of the OPIS are given in this annex,
nce with ISO/IEC 11179-3. They shall be implemented for the registration of organization identification schemes and
ort those preparing for or using organization identifiers or organization part identifiers_in-information| interchange.

here is in this annex no specification of attributes for the data element "Identification of @an,organization" nor fqr the OPI because
e specification will depend on the identification schemes used.

Registrati

mstatus:

Source document

Lrorde . Tr=e ! !
IMeTraturial oldiidalu

ISO/IEC 6523:1998

Il - Organization Part Identifier Source indicator:

Name:
Abbreviat

Version:

ed name:

Definition:

Organization Part Identifier Source indicator
OPIS
1

Data element used to specify the source for
the organization part identifier
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Representation category:

Form of representation:

Datatype of data element values:

Maxim

um size of data element values:

Minimum size of data element values:

Permissible data element values:

Validity

cateaaonsfor usaae:
J 7 J

Character representation
Code

Character

1

1

0to9;AtoZ

Infarmation interchanae
)

ISO/IEC 6523-1:1998(E)

Respo

hsible organization:

Registration status:

Source document

ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 14
International Standard
ISO/IEC 6523:1998
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