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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD

1SO 948-1980 (E)

Spices and condiments — Sampling

1 Scope|and field of application

This International Standard specifies a method of sampling
spices and cpndiments.

2 Definitions

2.1 consignment : The quantity of spice or condiment
dispatched or received at one time and covered by a particular
contract or shipping document. It may be composed of one or
more lots.

2.2 lot : Alstated quantity of the consignment, presumed to
be of uniform characteristics, taken from the consignment and
allowing the|quality to be assessed.

2.3 increment : A small quantity of spice or condiment
taken from 4 single position in the lot.

A series of icrements should be taken from different-positions
in the lot.

2.4 bulk dample : The quantity of spice’ or condiment ob-
tained by cogmbining and mixing the incréments taken from a
specific lot.

2.5 labordtory sample :The-quantity of spice or condiment
removed from the bulk sample and intended for analysis or
other examination.

3 General

3.2.3 Precautions shall be taken to protect the samples, the
product being sampled and the sample.contaipers from adven-
titious contamination.

4 Apparatus

The apparatus reguired falls under the following headings :

4.1 Sampling from bags

Sack-type spears or triers.

4.2 Mixing and dividing

Shovels and dividing apparatus.

5 Constitution of lots

All the containers in a single consignment of spice or condi-
ment pertaining to the same variety, year ofl production and
grade shall constitute a lot.

If a consignment is declared or is known to finclude different
varieties, different classes or different years of{production, or if
it appears that the lot is heterogeneous, the cdntainers holding
products of similar characteristics shall be gfouped together,
and each group thus obtained shall constitut¢ a separate lot.

6 Method of taking increments

3.1 Sampling shall be carried out by a person appointed by
agreement between buyer and seller and, if desired by either of
them, in the presence of the buyer (or his representative) and of
the seller (or his representative).

3.2 In taking, preparing, storing and handling the samples,
care shall be taken that the properties of the product are not
affected. The following precautions and directions shall be
observed.

3.2.1 Samples shall be taken in a protected place not ex-
posed to damp air, dust or soot.

3.2.2 The sampling apparatus shall be clean and dry.

6.1 The number (n) of containers to be taken from a lot in a
stationary stack depends on the size of the lot and shall be in
accordance with the following table.

Table — Number of containers to be taken for sampling

Lot Number of containers
size (N) to be taken (n)

1 to 5 containers

All containers

6 to 49 containers 5 containers

50 to 100 containers 10 % of the containers

Over 100 containers The square root of containers,
rounded to the nearest whole

number
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