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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work.
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of
electrotechnical standardization.
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Introduction

Different sizing systems in different companies mean that different size designations can fit people
with identical or very similar body measurements.

This document can be used as a reference document for an international size designation system for
different types of garment.

© IS0 2017 - All rights reserved v
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Size designation of clothes —

Part 2:
Primary and secondary dimension indicators

1 pcope

This|document specifies primary and secondary dimensions for specified types of garment
in cdmbination with ISO 8559-1 (anthropometric definitions for body measurement).

The [primary aim of this document is to establish a size designation systemi~that can

manpufacturers and retailers to indicate to consumers (in a simple, direct and’meaningful 1
body dimensions of the person that the garment is intended to fit. Provided that the size of
body (as indicated by the specified dimensions) has been determinedisi-accordance with

5 to be used

be used by
nanner) the
he person’s
[SO 8559-1,

this designation system will facilitate the choice of garments that fiti This information can lpe indicated

by Igbelling, etc.

The |size designation system is based on body measurements) not garment measurements
of garment measurements is normally determined by the\designer and the manufacturer:
appropriate allowances to accommodate the type and p6sition of wear, style, cut and fashi
of thle garment.

2 Normative references

The choice
who make
bn elements

The [following documents are referred to in'the text in such a way that some or all of their content

condtitutes requirements of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited

hpplies. For

undjted references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.

[SO 8559-1, Size designation of clathes — Anthropometric definitions for body measurement

3 [lerms and definitions
For the purposes of this' document, the following terms and definitions apply.
ISO @and IEC maintain terminological databases for use in standardization at the following a

— |EC Electropedia: available at http://www.electropedia.org/

— |SO Online browsing platform: available at http://www.iso.or

ddresses:

3.1
primary dimension

body dimension, in centimetres, that is used to designate the size of a garment for the consumer

3.2
secondary dimension

body dimension, in centimetres (or in the case of pantyhose, body mass in kilograms), that can

additionally be used to designate the size of a garment for the consumer

3.3
cup size
difference between the bust girth and the underbust girth

Note 1 to entry: See ISO 8559-1:2017, 5.7.7.

© IS0 2017 - All rights reserved
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4 Definition of primary and secondary dimensions in garments

2:2017(E)

Primary and secondary dimensions are defined as shown in Table 1. These body measurements provide
the basis for the designation of clothing sizes, independently from the product itself, for garment types
as diverse as jackets, skirts, underwear, corsetry (intimate apparel) and headwear.

Body measurements are listed separately for men’s, women’s, boys’ and girls’ clothing.

For infants, body height is used as the primary dimension (see ISO 8559-1) except for headwear, socks,
stockings and gloves.

Heights and-girths-are-measuredin-accordance-with-1S0-8559-1
The primary dimension constitutes the basic size designation system.
A number of the secondary dimensions, as given in Table 1, may be used in such a designation syst¢m.
The followihg example explains how to use the table.
EXAMPLE The relevantindication of a men’s jacket is designated by the chest girth,indicated on a pictogram.
Waist girth gnd/or body height and/or back shoulder width can be given as further optionhal measurements
Hand size i§ a code based on the hand girth in centimetres (ISO 8559-1).
Table 1 — Primary and secondary dimensions in garments
Garments for: Men Women Boys Girls
Dimensidns: PDa SDb PDa SDb PDa SDb PDa Spb
1. Outer
garments
Jackets Chest Height Bust girth |Height Height Chest Height Bust gjrth
girth Waist Waist girth
girth girth
Back Hip girth
shoulder
width
Suits (set of Chest Height Bust girth |Height Height Chest Height Bust gjrth
]tigll{gf;nd girth Insideleg |and Waist girth Waist
together) and tength Hip girth girth V\ll?'éflt girth
Waist Inside leg & Hip girth
girth length Hip girth
Suits (set of Chest Height Bust girth |Height Height Chest Height Bust gjrth
gcglze}:(;zgd skirt {girth and Waist girth Waist
and Hip girth girth va:ﬁt girth
Waist | [ | | P Hip girth
girth Hip girth
a  PD:Primary dimension.
b  SD:Secondary dimension.
¢ Large meaning for “dress”, whatever the gender (e.g. tunic).
d When one PD is chosen as PD, the second alternative PD can be selected as SD.
Cup size: refer to the definition given in 3.3.
f  Footlength is related to shoe size.
g Hand girth is related to hand size.

© ISO 2017 - All rights reserved
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Table 1 (continued)

Garments for: Men Women Boys Girls
Dimensions: PDa SDb PDa SDb PDa SDb PDa SDb
Overcoats Chest Height Bust girth |Height Height Chest Height Bust girth

girth Waist girth
girth
Hip girth
Trousers/ Waist Height Hip girth |Height Height Waist Height Waist
shorts girth R AF girth girth
TITp gITtIT warst
Inside leg girth Hip girth Hip girth
length Inside leg
length
Skirfts Waist Height Hip girth |Height Height Waist Height Waist
girth Waist girth girth
girth Hip\girth Hip girth
Dregses¢ Chest Height Bust girth |Height Height Chest Height Bust girth
girth Hip girth girth
Waist
girth
Knifs: Chest Height Bust girth |Height Height Chest Height Bust girth
cardigans, girth girth
swehpters,
T-shifirts
Shirfts/blouses |Neck Height Bust girth(fHeight Height Neck girth |Height Neck girth
i d
girth Under arm Neck girth Chest Bust girth
or length Under arm girth
length Under arm
Chest Arm Under arm length
girthd length Arm length A
rm
Backneck length Arm length
pdint'to Back neck length
wrist point to Ba.Ck neck
I : Back neck point to
ength wrist ; :
length point to wrist
wrist length
length
Fullfbodies: Chest Height Bust girth |Height Height Chest Height Bust girth
o :
Overalls, surf girth Waist girth Waist
suit$, wetsuifs, |or girth Waist girth
Bicycling'gear, |Waist Hip girth girth Hip girth
oirthd Hin girth
Full swimwear, [°© o
skiwear, brace
and bibs

a  PD:Primary dimension.

b  SD:Secondary dimension.

¢ Large meaning for “dress”, whatever the gender (e.g. tunic).

d When one PD is chosen as PD, the second alternative PD can be selected as SD.
e Cup size: refer to the definition given in 3.3.

f  Footlength is related to shoe size.

g Hand girthisrelated to hand size.

© IS0 2017 - All rights reserved 3
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Table 1 (continued)

f  Footlength is related to shoe size.

g Hand girth is related to hand size.

Cup size: refer to the definition given in 3.3.

Garments for: Men Women Boys Girls
Dimensions: PDa SDb PDa | SDb PDa SDb PDa SDb
2. Underwear
Undervest Chest Height Bust girth |Height Height Chest Height Bust girth
girth Hip girth girth
Underpants, Waist Height Hip girth |Height Height Waist Height Waist
trunk girth Hip girth Waist girth girth
ekl Hisa-oixetl -t th
sll T lll}} Sll CIr llllJ 51
Leggings, Waist Height Hip girth |Height Height Waist Height Waist
longjohns girth Inside leg girth giyth
length Hip girth Hip girfth
Nightwear Chest Height Bust girth |Height Height Chest Height Bust gjrth
girth Waist Waist girth
girth girth
Hip girth
Swimwear Waist Height Bust girth |Height Height Chest Height Bust gjrth
(without cups) girth Hip girth girth Waist
Waist girth
girth o
Hip gifth
Hip girth
Swimwear Bust Bust
. . . girth and . . . girth and |
(with cups) underbust underbust
girthe girth
3. Corsetry
(intimate
apparel)
Bras Chest Bust Bust
girth o girth and o . . girth and |
tunderbust underbust
girthe girth
Corsetry upper Bust Height
and full bodly glr(gh ?bnd Hip girth
(with cups) o o underbust o o o o
girthe Waist
girth
Corsetry upper Bust girth |Height
and full bodtr B _ Hip girth B B B B
(without cups)
A Waist
girth
a PD:Primary dimension.
b  SD:Secondary dimension.
¢ Large meaning for “dress”, whatever the gender (e.g. tunic).
d When one PD is chosen as PD, the second alternative PD can be selected as SD.

© ISO 2017 - All rights reserved
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Table 1 (continued)
Garments for: Men Women Boys Girls
Dimensions: PDa SDb PDa SDb PDa SDb PDa SDb
Corsetry lower Waist Height
body — _ girth _ _ — —
Hip girth
Panty girdle . . Waist Hip girth . . . .
girth
4. Hosiery
Panfyhose Heightd  |Weight Heightd  |Weight Height Height
or or - .
Waist Hip girthd
girthd
Stodkings, Foot . Foot . Foot o Foot .
kneg-highs lengthf lengthf lengthf lengthf
Socks Foot Calf girth |Foot Calf girth |Foot Galf girth |Foot Calf girth
lengthf Ankle lengthf Ankle lengthf Ankle lengthf Ankle
girth girth girth girth
5. Gloves Hand Hand Hand Hand Hand Hand Hand Hand
girthg length girthg length girthg length girthg length
6. Hpadwear Head girth — Head girth — Head girth — Head girtH —
a  PD:Primary dimension.
b  PD: Secondary dimension.
¢ lLarge meaning for “dress”, whatever the gender (e.g \tunic).
d When one PD is chosen as PD, the second alterndtive PD can be selected as SD.
e [up size: refer to the definition given in 3.3,
f  Footlength is related to shoe size.
g Hand girth is related to hand size.

5 Bize designation

General

size designdtion of each garment shall comprise the range of the primary dimension(s) (PD
in Table 1),.in centimetres, of the intended wearer of that garment and, optionally, the nange of the
dary_dimension(s) (SD in Table 1) in centimetres. Where practicable, the standard pictogram
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mmensions of the

€ expressed as the minimum an

body for which the garment has been designed.

EXAMPLE For a garment designed to fit a body of which the height is between 174 cm and 178 cm, the
minimum dimension is 174 cm and the maximum dimension is 178 cm, and then the dimension range is expressed
as “174-178” (given that the data are expressed in cm).

Where it is not practicable to use the standard pictogram Figure 1, as given in ISO 8559-1, the numerical
values of the primary and secondary dimensions shall be given, together with the descriptive words
such as chest girth, waist girth, etc., alongside, in the order in which they are given in Table 1.

Where a similar graphic image (e.g. human body silhouette) is used in replacement of the standardised
pictogram, information related to the range(s) of body dimension(s) with their body dimension position
should be provided.

© IS0 2017 - All rights reserved 5
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The size information shall be provided at the points of sale (stores, catalogue, websites, etc.).

NOTE From the point of view of a user, it is not necessary to distinguish the primary dimensions (PD) from
the secondary dimensions (SD). It means that the SD lines are drawn as the PD ones and the SD dimensions are
edited using the same characters as the PD dimensions. See examples in Annex A.

5.2 Garment dimensions

Garment dimensions shall not be incorporated in the size designation but, where considered of value,
garment dimensions may be indicated separately (see 6.3) in order to avoid the confusion with the body
dimensions.

5.3 Garment with cups

In the caseq of bras and swimwear with cups, one of the PD may be replaced by cup size (B.3), i.e. bust
girth repladed by cup size, or, underbust girth by cup size.

6 Labelling

6.1 Method

The size dgsignation of each garment shall be indicated clearly, conspicuously and in plainly legible
form on a label, on a swing ticket/tag, or by any other marking support (e.g. packaging, leaflets,)and

posters). Pi
all cases, be

6.2 Labe

When requ
readable. T

6.3 Addi

Informatior
ticket, or oj
the size des
or garment

easy to read.

| attachment

red, the label shall be securely attached to the garment and so positioned as to be e
e potential lifespan of the garment label shall be at least that of the garment.

fional information

additional to the size designation may be separately indicated on the label, or on the s

both, provided that it does not in any way reduce the prominence and conspicuousne
ignation. Such additional information may include a size code number, body measurem
measurements considered to constitute useful information.

ples of labels

ctograms shall be large enough to ensure immediate understanding and numerals shalll, in

hsily

ving
ss of
Pnts,

e of

se of

arrows to draw the measurement lines is possible.

NOTE 2

The body dimension(s) range(s) in the figures in Annex A are indicated inside a box. Boxes are intended

to enlighten a range in the figure. The use of boxes can be omitted. If used, the box shape can be of any shape.

For a type of garment intended for a particular sector (women, men, girls, boys, etc.), the number of
pictogram variants depends on the number of SD.

For example:

possible variants, as follows:

1) PD alone;

If the size designation is based on one PD and two SD (SD1 and SD2), this situation leads to four

© ISO 2017 - All rights reserved
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— 2)PDand SD1;
— 3)PDand SD2;
— 4) PD and both SD1 and SD2.

— If the size designation is based on one PD and three SD (SD1, SD2 and SD3), this situation leads to
eight possible variants, as follows:

— 1) PD alone;
— 2)PDand SD1;

— 3) PD and SD2;
— 4) PD and SD3;
— 5) PD and both SD1 and SD2;
— 6) PD and both SD1 and SD3;
— 7) PD and both SD2 and SD3;
— 8) PD and SD1, SD2 and SD3.

© IS0 2017 - All rights reserved 7
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Annex A
(informative)

Examples of labels of size designation

A.1 Examples of labels for men’s jackets

mjn - max min - max
min - max
a

i - max min - max

min - max min - max

myn - max

)
0 d)

Figure A.1 — Men’s jacket (PD: chest girth; SD: height, waist girth)

8 © IS0 2017 - All rights reserved


https://standardsiso.com/api/?name=e95c145c306e4ac00e15ccb6fed1669d

ISO 8559-2:2017(E)

a)
min - max min - max
min - max
min-m

<) )
~J bt J

A.1.1 Examples of labels for men’s trousers

min - max

Figure A.2 — Men’s trousers (PD: waist girth; SD: height, hip girth, inside leg length) (1 of 2)

© IS0 2017 - All rights reserved 9
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min - max FiF - PR Fin - max i - e
mimn - max
\ ‘ ’ min - max \ ‘ ’
e) f)
i - s P - rrE it - sk
rrpir - rma PRI - s
min - max mir - max
g) h)

Figure A.2 — Men’s trousers (PD: waist girth; SD: height, hip girth, inside leg length) (2 of 2)

10 © IS0 2017 - All rights reserved
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A.1.2 Examples of labels for men’s suits - jacket and trousers

Fin - max

min - max

i - max

mir - max

mir -

max

a)
min - max min - max
M - max i - max
i - max mir -

2
[

- MaK

)

d)

Figure A.3 — Men’s suits - jacket and trousers (PD: chest girth, waist girth; SD: height,

© IS0 2017 - All rights reserved

inside leg length)
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A.1.3 Examples of labels for men’s knits

a)
min - max
min - max
b)

Figure A.4 — Men'’s knit (PD: chest girth; SD: height)

12 © IS0 2017 - All rights reserved
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A.2 Example of labels for men’s underpants

min - max \\&

i - max

ISO 8559-2:2017(E)

\\ & min - max
a) b)
min - max i - max min - max
i - max Min - rmax
c) d)
Figure A.5 — Men’s underpants (PD: waist girth; SD: height, hip girth)
© IS0 2017 - All rights reserved 13
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A.3 Example of labels for boys’ underpants

: \ o M - P ;A .
. i - s \\ . i - max
a) b)
i -@max mir - max mir - ma
min - mdx Fie - max

) d)

Figure A.6 — Boys’ underpants (PD: height; SD: waist girth, hip girth)

14 © IS0 2017 - All rights reserved
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A.4 Example of labels for boys’ swimwear (covering the torso)

i

min - max
. min - max min - max
a) b)
i - max i - rmax rrlin - max
min - max

q)

d)

Figure A.7 — Boys’ swimwear covering the torso (PD: height; SD: chest girth, waist girth,

© IS0 2017 - All rights reserved

hip girth) (1 of 2)
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16

&
min - max min - max \
e - rmax min - max min - max
min - max
&ﬁ( Y
e) f)
i - e
min-ma PR - ma fi R - a fmin - ma
min - mag Mmin - max
g) h)

Figure A.7 — Boys’ swimwear covering the torso (PD: height; SD: chest girth, waist girth,
hip girth) (2 of 2)

© ISO 2017 - All rights reserved
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A.5 Example of labels for women’s suits - jacket and skirt

q)

F Y

mimn - max min - max

i - nax
i - max x<‘% E :E min - max x<‘% i :E

. S

a) b)

min - max min - max
min - max min - max MMin - max
min - max M - max

d)

Figure A.8 — Women'’s suit - jacket and skirt (PD: bust girth and hip girth; SD: height, waist girth)

© IS0 2017 - All rights reserved
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A.6 Example of labels for women'’s leggings

& & L
mirn - max x< ‘E 5 mir - max x< ‘E 5
a) b)
FAin - g
min - max min - max
miné nrax min - max
) d)

Figure A.9 — Women'’s leggings (PD: hip girth; SD: height, inside leg length)

18 © IS0 2017 - All rights reserved
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A.7 Example of labels for girls’ suits

ISO 8559-2:2017(E)

i - rmax
. min - max i - max
a) b)
N - ma min - rax miin - ray

- mmin - max

c) d)

Figure A.10 — Girls’ suit (PD: height; SD: bust girth, waist girth, hip girth) (1 of 2)
© IS0 2017 - All rights reserved 19
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