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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD

1SO 7811/3-1985 (E)

Identification cards — Recording technique =~

Part 3: Location of embossed characters on’ID-1 cards

0 Infroduction

This International Standard is one of a series of staridards
describing the parameters for identification cards as-defined in
clause 3 below and the use of such cards for international inter-
change

1 Scope and field of application

This pgrt of ISO 7811 specifies._the location of embossed

4 Assigned areas

Two areas for embossing shall be assigned to the card as
shown in the figure.

Area 1: Area reserved for the number ideptifying both the
card issuer and the cardholder. It is called “identification
number line”. The characters in this arpa and imprints
thereof are intended both for human reafling and optical
character recognition by machine.

Area 2: Area provided for the cardholdgr’s identification
data such as name, address, and other data which may be
required. It is called “name and address grea’’. Data con-
tained in this area of the card or impripted from it are
normally intended for human reading only

b Identification number line

iSO 78

IS0 7811/1, Identification cards — Recording technique —
Part 1: Embossing.

3 Definitions

For the purpose of this part of ISO 7811, the definition of
“identification card’ given in 1SO 7810 and the following defi-
nition apply:

identification number: The number that identifies the card
holder.

The identification number line provides space for a single line of
characters of the type specified in ISO 7811/1 and comprises a
maximum of 19 character positions at a nominal spacing of 7 to
the inch.

The number of utilized (embossed) character positions will
depend upon application requirements.

NOTE — When designing a new system, it is advisable to provide for
the maximum flexibility of use, i.e.:
- justify the embossed identification number to the left;

— make allowance for an identification number with maximum
length;
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