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Foreword 
IS0 (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of 
national standards bodies (IS0 member bodies). The work of developing International 
Standards is carried out through IS0 technical committees. Every member body 
interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been authorized has the 
right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental 
and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to 
the member bodies for approval before their acceptance as International Standards by 
the IS0 Council. 

International Standard IS0 6879 was developed by Technical Committee ISO/TC 146, 
Air quality, and was circulated to the member bodies in December 1981. 

It has been approved by the member bodies of the following countries : 

Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Canada 
Chile 
China 
Czechoslovakia 
Egypt, Arab Rep. of 

Fin I and 
France 
Germany, F. R. 
Hungary 
India 
Ireland 
Japan 
Netherlands 

Norway 
Poland 
Romania 
South Africa, Rep. of 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
USA 
USSR 

The member body of the following country expressed disapproval of the document on 
technical grounds : 

United Kingdom 

This International Standard has also been approved by the International Union of Pure 
and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC). 

O International Organization for Standardization. 1983 

Printed in Switzerland 
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD IS0 6879-1983 (E) 

Air quality - Performance characteristics and related 
concepts for air quality measuring methods 

1 Scope and field of application 

This International Standard establishes a glossary of the most 
important performance characteristics of air quality measuring 
methods involving gaseous and particulate matter. The values 
associated with these performance characteristics, when deter- 
mined, should be used to decide whether the method is 
suitable for a given air quality measuring task. All problems in- 
volved in drafting a specific method, including obtaining a 
representative sample or the number of measurements 
necessary for a given task, are excluded from this glossary and 
will be dealt with in other International Standards. This glossary 
will be followed by a series of International Standards for 
evaluating certain of these performance characteristics. 

The performance characteristics listed apply equally to respec- e tive emission measurement procedures. 

2 References 

IS0 Guide 30, Terms and definitions used in connection with 
reference materials. 

IS0  5725, Precision of test methods - Determination of 
repeatabiîîty and reproducibility by inter-laboratory tests. 

3 Rationale 

In order to define the performance characteristics, it is 
necessary to describe the three terms basic to the measuring 
process, i.e. value of air quality characteristic (4.2.1,10), instru- 
ment reading (4.2.1.51, and measured value (4.2.1 -7). 

The value of air quality characteristic, Ca, is the true value of 
the air quality characteristic being investigated. The instrument 
reading, X, is the output signal of a measuring system obtained 
as a response related to the concentration or value of the air 
quality characteristic contained in the air sample being con- 
sidered. The instrument reading may be an output voltage, a 

turning angle of an indicator, a scale reading, quantity of stan- 
dard voiumetric solution used for titration, etc. The measured 
value, Ca, is the estimated value of the air quality characteristic, 
derived from instrument readings and generally involves 
calculations related to the calibration process and conversion to 
required quantities. 

The calibration function (4.2.2.4) is the relation between instru- 
ment readings and quantifiable properties (concentration, 
particle size, etc.) of reference materials used during the cali- 
bration process. The analytical function (4.2.2.21 is the relation 
between the measured values and the instrument readings and 
is estimated from regression analysis of air quality characteristic 
values versus instrument readings. These relations are not 
deterministic but stochastic, usually unstable (see 4.2.2.7) and 
biased (see 4.2.2.3). 

Statistical performance characteristics quantify, for measured 
values, the possible errors resulting from the random part of the 
measuring process; these are, for example, repeatability or in- 
stability. 

Functional performance characteristics are estimates of the 
deterministic part of the measuring process, for example sen- 
sitivity, calibration function, or response time. 

Operational performance characteristics deal with the influence 
of the physical and chemical environment and maintenance 
problems, for example mains voltage, temperature, supply of 
certain substances, set-up time, warm-up time, period of unat- 
tended operation. 

The glossary comprises basic concepts and the three types of 
performance characteristics : operational, functional and 
statistical. The statistical and functional performance 
Characteristics given should be sufficient in most cases. For 
practical reasons, the list of operational performance 
characteristics is limited. In special cases, the user is asked to 
adopt performance characteristics not listed in 4.2.2, but which 
are suitable for the special method or instrument under con- 
sideration. 

1 

STANDARDSISO.C
OM : C

lick
 to

 vi
ew

 th
e f

ull
 PDF of

 IS
O 68

79
:19

83

https://standardsiso.com/api/?name=df32df1e734d50cfc2a5b47d6a210f3f


IS0 6879-1983 (E) 

4 Glossary of terms 

4.1 
glossary 

Symbols and abbreviations used in the 

Ca - value of air quality characteristic 

e - measured value 

Ci - ith interferent value, with i = 1, 2, ..., n where n 
is the total number of interferents considered 

f - analytical function 

g - calibration function 

Z - first order measure of the value of selectivity 
related to the i th interferent 

r - repeatability 

R - reproducibility 

S - sensitivity 

4.2 

4.2. 

4.2. 

X - instrument reading 

Definitions 

Basic concepts 

.I air quality characteristic : One of the quantifiable 
properties relating to an air sample : concentration of a constit- 
uent, wind speed, temperature, etc. 

4.2.1.2 air sample : Amount of air of known volume, which 
is assumed to be representative of the air mass under investiga- 
tion, and which is examined for air quality characteristics. 

4.2.1.3 blank reading : Instrument reading for a zero 
sample. 

4.2.1.4 constituent : A component of the air sample for 
which a specified quantity is to be determined by measurement 
or analysis. 

4.2.1.5 instrument reading : Output signal of a measuring 
system obtained as a response related to the concentration or 
the value of the air quality characteristic. 

4.2.1.6 interferent : Any component of the air sample, ex- 
cluding the constituent(s) affecting the instrument reading. 

4.2.1.7 measured value : Estimated value of the air quality 
characteristic derived from instrument readings; this usually in- 
volves calculations related to the calibration process and con- 
version to required quantities. 

4.2.1.8 memory effect : Dependence of an instrument 
reading on one or several previous sample(s). 

2 

4.2.1.9 method : Procedure for sampling and analysing one 
or more air quality characteristics. The accuracy may be 
established using either a reference material or reference pro- 
cedures. 

NOTE - Two or more methods are considered equivalent if the 
values for their statistical and functional performance characteristics, 
for example bias, precision, sensitivity, fall within minimum specified 
limits and tolerances in the presence of specified interferentk) and 
under specified operating conditions. 

4.2.1.10 quantity of air quality characteristic : True value 
of the air quality characteristic being investigated; it is recog- 
nized that in practice, this value can only be approximated by 
existing methods. 

4.2.1.11 reference material (RM) : A material or substance, 
one or more of the properties of which is sufficiently well 
established to be used for the calibration of an apparatus, the 
assessment of a measuring method, or for assigning values to 
materials. (Definition taken from IS0 Guide 30.) 

For the purpose of this International Standard : Substance or 
mixture of substances, the composition of which is known 
within specified limits, and one or more of the properties of 
which is sufficiently well established to be used for the calibra- 
tion of an apparatus, the assessment of a measuring method, 
or for assigning values to materials. 

4.2.1.12 reference procedure : Agreed method for deter- 
mining one or more air quality characteristics where it is not 
practical to produce a reference material; the result obtained is 
defined as the measure of the air quality characteristic. 

4.2.1.13 span : Difference between the instrument readings 
for a stated value of air quality characteristic and a zero sample. 
By convention, this value of air quality characteristic is selected 
to be 95 % of the upper limit of measurement. 

4.2.1.14 zero sample : Substance or mixture of substances 
resembling, as closely as possible, the matrix of the actual air 
sample to be measured, but characterized by a value of the air 
quality characteristic which is not detectable by the method 
used. 

4.2.2 Performance characteristics 

4.2.2.1 accuracy : The closeness of agreement between the 
true value and the measured value. (Definition taken from IS0  
Guide 30.) 

For the purpose of this lnternatiotnal Standard : Agreement 
between a single measured value, Ca, and the value of air qual- 
ity characteristic, Ca, itself, or the accepted reference value; ac- 
curacy denotes the extent to which bias and random errors are 
absent. 

4.2.2.2 analytic? function : Function which relates the 
measured value, Ca, to the instrument reading, X ,  with the 
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