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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work.
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of
electrotechnical standardization.

The proced ) e are
described in the ISO/IEC Dlrectlves Part 1.In partlcular the dlfferent approval cr1ter1a needed fpr the
different types of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordanee with the

Attention is flrawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may»be the subject of
4. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patend rights. Details of
ights identified during the development of the document will be in the Introduction and/or
on the ISO ligt of patent declarations received (see www.iso.org/patents).

Any trade ngdme used in this document is information given for the convéniéence of users and dogs not
constitute ar} endorsement.

For an explanation on the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific termps and
expressions [related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO's adherence fo the
World Trade|Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical\Bdrriers to Trade (TBT) see the follpwing
URL: www.ido.org/iso/foreword.html.

This documént was prepared by Technical Committée ISO/TC 46, Information and documentation,
Subcommitt¢e SC 9, Identification and description.

This third edition cancels and replaces the second edition (ISO 3901:2001), which has been techrlically
revised.

Any feedback or questions on this docurfient should be directed to the user’s national standards bpdy. A
complete listling of these bodies can be-found at www.iso.org/members.html.
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Introduction

The International Standard Recording Code (ISRC) is a standard identifying code that can be used to
identify sound recordings and music video recordings so that each such recording can be referred to
uniquely and unambiguously.

An ISRC identifies a recording through its entire life and is assigned by the producer of the recording
or an authorized representative. Once assigned, the ISRC is used by (among others) the producer of
the recording as well as by other producers, contributors to the recording, users and licensees of it,
collective management organizations representing the owners of the different rights in the recording,
broadcasting organizations, media libraries and archives, musicologists, teachers, and application-
software developers.

The yse of ISRC instead of relying on text matching enables more efficient and accurdte identification
when|information about recordings needs to be stored and retrieved, or excharnged betyeen parties.
This {s especially true when recordings have similar names but are different,-or when pariations in
spelling, language, or character set make text matching unreliable.

This flocument sets out the format of ISRC, the mechanisms to ensureZiniqueness of cddes, and the
ways [in which ISRC is to be assigned to recordings.

© IS0 2019 - All rights reserved v
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INTE

RNATIONAL STANDARD ISO 3901:2019(E)

Information and documentation — International Standard
Recording Code (ISRC)
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cope

This document specifies the International Standard Recording Code (ISRC) for the unique identification
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3.1
audid
fixati

3.2
musi

SRC is applicable to the identification of audio recordings and music video recordj
re in analogue or digital form.

SRC is not applicable to the numbering of audio or audiovisual products-or carrie
licable to the numbering of packages of audio recordings or music video recording
| items.

SRC is applicable to music video recordings even if they haveibeen assigned an
ard Audiovisual Number (ISAN) in accordance with ISO ¥5706 (all parts), or a [
fier (DOI) in accordance with ISO 26324, but it is not applicable to other forms o
Hing.

ormative references

are no normative references in this document.

erms and definitions
e purposes of this document, thé following terms and definitions apply.

nd IEC maintain terminological databases for use in standardization at the following

$0 Online browsing platform: available at https://www.iso.org/obp

C Electropedia: available at http://www.electropedia.org/

recording
bn of sounds

C video recording

ngs whether

's. Neither is
s with other

nternational
igital Object
[ audiovisual

addresses:

fixati

£ | 1 3 pa sl ol H ol 1 L) 21 £3 |
UIT U SUUITUS S y TICIITUTIIZTU WILIT PICTUT TS U TTITUVIITS PICTUT TS WIITT T (d) LT TTATU SUUIL

s are wholly

or substantially a musical performance or (b) the recording (3.3) is intended for viewing in association
with a recording of a musical performance

Note 1 to entry: This definition includes music videos and concert recordings, together with music-related
interviews and documentaries, but does not extend to general audiovisual material, even if it includes music.

3.3

recording

audio

recording (3.1) or music video recording (3.2)

Note 1 to entry: A recording can be composed of parts that are themselves recordings (see A.1.9).

Note 2 to entry: A recording is distinct from the carrier in which it is embodied for release, even if no other
recordings are included.
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3.4
registrant

entity wishing to assign an ISRC to an applicable recording (3.3)

3.5
digit

decimal numeral from the range 0 to 9, as represented by decimal codes 48 to 57 of ISO/IEC 8859-1

Note 1 to entry: There is no requirement to use this encoding of these digits when an ISRC is stored or transmitted.

3.6

legacy country code

code consisti

3.7

legacy registrant code

code consist|
editions of th

3.8

letter
upper case
to 90 of ISO/

Note 1 to enf
transmitted.

3.9
alphanumej
digit (3.5) or

4 Structu

4.1 Gener
An ISRC cons
a) prefix ca
b) yearofr

c) designat

4.2 Prefi¥ code

ng of two letters (3.8) notified to a registrant (3.4) under previous editions of this docl

ng of three alphanumeric characters (3.9) allocated to a registrant (3.4}\Under pre
is document

naracter of the Roman alphabet from the range A to Z, as represented by decimal cod
EC 8859-1

ry: There is no requirement to use this encoding of these letters when an ISRC is sto

ic character
letter (3.8)

ire and format of the ISRC

al

ists of 12 alphanumericcharacters. It is divided into three elements in the following
de (see 4.2);

eference element(See 4.3);

ion code (see4.4).

iment

vious

es 65

red or

rder:

The prefix cd

de-element shall comprise two letters followed by three alphanumeric characters

EXAMPLE

NOTE

AA6Q7.

In previous editions of this document, this element was divided into two elements: two letters

representing the country of assignment and three alphanumeric characters allocated to the registrant. The
prefix code element follows this syntax for compatibility but is now allocated in accordance with the procedures

in Clause 5.
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4.3.1
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Year of reference element

Year of reference — Normal

The year of reference element identifies the year in which the ISRC is assigned to the recording (see
A.1). The year of reference element shall consist of two digits representing the last two digits of the year

in wh

EXAM

4.3.2

ich the ISRC is assigned.

PLES Year = 1998: Year of reference element = 98; Year = 2015: Year of reference element

Year of reference — Other

=15.

The I
year (
to red

4.4

BRC Registration Authority may authorize and publish other schemes for the specif
freference element. It shall ensure that these schemes provide for the unique assignr
ordings.

Designation code

EXA

4.5

Infor
arei

5 Assignment of an ISRC

5.1
An IS

ISRCs
in An]

5.2

Wher
undel

The :/irsignation code shall consist of five digits. The code shall be left-packed with zero dif
P

LE 00047.

Visual presentation

ative recommendations on how an ISRC should be treated when it is used in practica
cluded in Annex C.

Assignment — General
RC shall be assigned under either5.4 or 5.5.

shall be assigned in a mannper consistent with the principles for the application of I
hex A.

Registrants with-legacy allocations

e a registrant-has been allocated a legacy registrant code and notified of a legacy
a previousedition of this document, the prefix code shall be constructed by combin

b) t

a) t]:at legacy country code, and

cation of the
nent of ISRCs

Pits.

applications

RC specified

ountry code
ng

atlegacy registrant code.

In these circumstances, the designation codes shall be taken from the full range from 00000 to 99999.

5.3 Registrants requiring the allocation of prefix code and designation code range

On the request of a registrant, the ISRC Registration Authority shall allocate them

a) a

b) a

prefix code, and

range of designation codes.

The ISRC Registration Authority shall ensure that such allocations are unique. It shall ensure that
allocations do not cause collisions with

a) other allocations made under 5.3,

© IS0 2019 - All rights reserved
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b) ISRC assignments made under 5.5,
c) legacy allocations and ISRC assignments made under previous editions of this document, and
d) as far as possible, code assignments known to have been made, even if these were not fully

compliant with this document or its previous editions.

The ISRC Registration Authority shall not normally allocate a further prefix code and range of
designation codes to a registrant which has already been allocated either (a) a legacy registrant code
under a previous edition of this document or (b) a prefix code and range of designations codes under
this document. The ISRC Registration Authority may, however, allocate a further prefix code and
range of designation codes to such a registrant if it determines that this is justified by operational

circumstanc

5.4 Assignment of ISRCs by registrants

Where a reg
an ISRC shall

a)
b)
c)

Within the r
assigned onl

the prefi
the year

a design

Each ISRC as
ithas been a

5.5 Automated assignment

The ISRC Re
each country
the ISRC Reg
stating how

The ISRC Rg

recordings tl\

An ISRC sha
recording.

Arecording
information

es. The ISRC Registration Authority shall provide detailed guidance in the ISRC Hand

strant has constructed a prefix code under 5.2 or been allocated a prefiXcode undg
be assigned to a recording by combining

X code,
of reference using the last two digits of the year in which the code was assigned, and
htion code from the range allocated.

inge of designation codes allocated for use with a prefix code, a designation code sh
y once in any particular year, and hence, each assigned ISRC shall be unique.

cigned under 5.4 shall be associated with certdin information about the recording to
bsigned. The ISRC Registration Authority shall publish a specification of this informa

pistration Authority may authorize the automated assignment of ISRCs to recording
, territory, or group of countries or territories where automated assignment is aut

uch an ISRC may be assigned.

gistration Authority-shall specify and publish the descriptive information about
at shall be subngitted to allow an ISRC to be assigned under 5.5.

not be assigned to a recording under 5.5 if an ISRC has previously been assigned t

o whichan ISRC is to be assigned under 5.5 shall be associated with the required descr
and ‘this information shall be submitted using the specified interface. Provided no

assignment

ho
ristration Authority shall-specify and publish technical and administrative infornlration

book.

T 5.3,

all be

Wwhich
tion.

s. For
ized,

such

b that

iptive
prior

Fation

Authority can reasonably determine) otherwise, an ISRC shall gassigned. If a prior assignment has
been made, the registrant shall be informed of this assignment.

The ISRC Registration Authority shall ensure that ISRCs assigned under this clause are unique and do
not collide with assignments made under 5.4, under previous editions of this document, and as far as
possible with other ISRC assignments known to have been made, even if these were not compliant with
this document.

All assignments made under 5.5 shall be entered into a single registry. Access to this registry shall be
provided to users of the ISRC system.

The ISRC Registration Authority may authorize and publish schemes for the inclusion of other
assignments of ISRCs into the registry.
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6 Administration

The ISRC system shall be administered by the Registration Authority for this document (i.e. ISO 3901),
hereafter referred to as the ISRC Registration Authority, as specified in Annex B.

The name and contact information of the Registration Authority for this document can be found at http:
//www.iso.org/mara.

© IS0 2019 - All rights reserved 5
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Annex A
(normative)

Principles for the application of ISRC

A.1 General principles to be followed when an ISRC is to be assigned

A.1.1 Each

A.1.2 Any pew recording shall be provided with an ISRC.

A.1.3 Any
assigned ISR
A14 Anl§

of this docur
assignment

A1.5 AnlS

before the full mastering process for the recording is compléted. The ISRC Registration Authority

provide deta

A.1.6 An IS
the recordin
behalf of suc

A.1.7 The

licensee of the recording, or from an-entity authorized by the ISRC Registration Authority to car

such acts on

A.1.8 Ifthd
new ISRC sha
A.1.9 Each

whose parts
also be assig

recording shall have its own unique ISRC.

recording that has undergone a material change (see A.2) shall be provided with a
C. The original recording shall retain its existing ISRC.

RC shall not be assigned to a recording if an ISRC has been assigned to it under any e
hent. The ISRC Registration Authority may publish derogations under B.2.1.10 that
fa new ISRC where this allows recovery from error and.irtsimilar circumstances.

RC should be assigned at the point at which the deéision to release a recording is taks

led guidance in the ISRC Handbook.

RC may be validly assigned to a recording under 5.4 by the owner or exclusive licen
b, or by an entity authorized by the ISRC Registration Authority to carry out such a
n owners or exclusive licensees.

SRC Registration Authoritysntay accept requests under 5.5 from the owner or exc

behalf of such owners-or-exclusive licensees.

original registrant'sells or licenses the recording in unchanged form after it is releas
1l be assigned‘and the ISRC for the recording shall remain the same.

recording/that can be exploited separately should be assigned its own ISRC. A reca
can he-exploited separately may be assigned an ISRC as a whole and its component
nedan ISRC. The ISRC Registration Authority shall provide detailed guidance in thg

Handbook.

newly

dition
allow

n and
shall

see of
Cts on

lusive
'y out

bd, no

rding
5 may
ISRC

EXAMPLE

Whole symphony:

XYZ Orchestra - Beethoven: Symphony No. 2 in D Major

Individual m

XYZ Orchestra - Beethoven: Symphony No. 2 in D Major: 1. Adagio molto - Alle-

gro con brio

ISRC QM-

A7C-15-00213

ovements:

ISRC QM-

A7C-15-00214
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XYZ Orchestra - Beethoven: Symphony No. 2 in D Major: II. Larghetto

ISRC QM-

A7C-15-00215

XYZ Orchestra - Beethoven: Symphony No. 2 in D Major: III. Scherzo. Allegro - Trio

ISRC QM-

A7C-15-00216

XYZ Orchestra - Beethoven: Symphony No. 2 in D Major: IV. Allegro molto

ISRC QM-

A7C-15-00217

A.1.10 Re-use of an ISRC that has already been assigned to another recording is not permitted.

A1.1] Designation codes should normally be assigned sequentially. However, ISRCs niay

using
thatt

Al.1
possil
relevd

Al1.1

Al1.1
to the

A2

A21
chang
the reg

A.2.2

circumnstances in which a material change occurs.

A3

A3.1
ISRC

tags, bar codes,'and other techniques to implement this association.

A.3.2

other schemes that utilize the allocated range of designation codes provided thereis 1
nis will lead to duplicate ISRCs being created.

P The ISRC should be included in all relevant documentation conceriiihg a recot
ble, this inclusion should be made secure and robust. The ISRC Registration Authority
nt guidance.

B The assignment of an ISRC shall in no way be related to the process of copyright reg

1 If a registrant or subsequent user sells or licenses a {ecording, a new ISRC shall no
recording. The ISRC of the recording shall be notifiedto the new owner or licensee.

Material change

A recording shall be regarded, for the purpose of ISRC assignment, as having underg
e if it is necessary to distinguish it frein the recording from which it was derived in or
cording or manage the rights in it:

The ISRC Registration Authority shall publish detailed guidance in the ISRC Hand

Application of ISRC

The ISRC 6farecording should, where possible, be associated technically with the r¢
Registration’ Authority shall provide guidance on the use of watermarking, fingerpr

be assigned
o possibility

ding. Where
shall provide

istration.

t be assigned

one material
Her to exploit

Ibook on the

ecording. The
nting, digital

The ISRC of a registered recording should be provided when the use of that recor

ding is being

reported.
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Annex B
(normative)

Administration of the ISRC System

B.1 General

The ISRC sy
specification

B.2 ISRC
B.2.1 Thel

B.2.1.1 Prg

stem shall be administered by the ISRC Registration Authority in accordance, Wit
s outlined in B.2.

Registration Authority responsibilities
SRC Registration Authority shall perform the following functions.

mote, coordinate, and supervise the ISRC system in compliance with the specificati

this document.

B.2.1.2 Dey
the provisior

of an ISRC Handbook.

B.2.1.3 Allpcate unique prefix codes and ranges of desighation codes to registrants on request,

them to regis

B.2.1.4 Ma
document (t

trants and maintain an accurate register ofthem.

ntain a database of all prefix codes and ranges of designation codes allocated undg
hking input where appropriate ffom entities to which relevant responsibilities have

delegated under B.3) and, so far as is possible, of all legacy registrant codes allocated under prg

editions.

B.2.1.5 Wh
specification

B.2.1.6 Fad

ere automated assignment of ISRC to recordings is authorized, publish re

D.

ilitate the translation of the ISRC Handbook and other ISRC material into languag

worldwide consumptionzahd ensure that appropriate levels of support are provided in these langu

B.2.1.7 Imj

plement policies and procedures governing the processes for ISRC assignment.

h the

bns of

relop, maintain, and make available documentation for'users of the ISRC system, including

notify

r this
been
vious

evant

s for
hges.

B.2.1.8 Promote and encourage the application of ISRCIn electronic messaging systemis.

B.2.1.9 Promote and encourage interoperability with other identifier systems (and in particular,
identification systems published by ISO) by seeking to use common data definitions and publishing
metadata mappings.

B.2.1.10 In exceptional circumstances and after consulting with affected parties, publish specific
derogations from the provisions of this document. Such derogations may apply to some or all ISRC
system users and shall permit defined acts that would otherwise be non-compliant to be regarded for
limited periods as compliant with this document. They shall be accompanied by a justification and a risk

assessment.
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EXAMPLE If a user inadvertently uses an unallocated prefix that has not been allocated to them, they may (if
the risk assessment indicates that other users will not be affected) be permitted to continue to use it and to have
prior assignments accepted as valid ISRCs.

NOTE This will ensure that users can remain formally compliant with this document even if they deviate
from it in ways that do not affect the integrity of the system as a whole.

B.2.1.11 Publish formats for presentation of the ISRC in conjunction with a check digit in order to
protect against human errors in transcription.

B.2.1.12 Encourage user groups and government bodies to promote the adoption of ISRC.

B.2.1|13 Mediate in disputes involving ISRCs (though not in disputes relating to the ownlership of the
identified recordings).

B.2.1{14 Report annually to ISO on the adoption and operation of the ISRC system and recommend any
changes that are needed to this document.

B.3 [Delegation to ISRC Registration Agencies

The IFRC Registration Authority may delegate certain tasks aid services listed in B.2 to[Registration
Agengies. Potential registrants are advised to consult the wébsite of the Registration Authority? to
find information concerning the most appropriate Registration Agency to contact and the tasks and
serviges it has been delegated with.

1) The name and contact information of the Registration Authority for this document can be found at http://www
Jso.org/mara.

© IS0 2019 - All rights reserved 9
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Annex C
(informative)

Visual presentation of ISRC

C.1 General

The normatiye form of an ISRC is the sequence of 12 characters defined in Clause 4. This annex cothains
recommenddtions on how an ISRC should be treated when it is used in practical applications.

C.2 Printjng and display

When an ISR is written, printed, or otherwise visually presented to human users;it should be prereded
by the letters$ “ISRC” as a code identifier and three hyphens should be inserted‘as’follows:

— after thg second letter of the prefix element;

— between the prefix code element and the year of reference element;

— between the year of reference element and the designation code element.
The letters I$RC and the hyphens do not form part of the ISRE.

NOTE This arrangement ensures compatibility with\\[SRCs assigned under previous editions df this
document and presented in accordance with the recommendations in those editions.

EXAMPLE ISRC QM-A7C-15-00212

— Code identifier: ISRC
— Prefix code: QMA7C
— Year of r¢ference: 15 (répresenting the year of reference 2015)

— Designatjon code: 00212

C.3 Data jnput

When a computer application using a data entry terminal or a web page requests an ISRC from a yser, it
is recommendéd that it is input in four separate fields comprising

— the first two letters of the prefix element,

— the final three characters of the prefix element,
— the year of reference element, and

— the designation code element.

It is recommended that the application rejects or ignores the hyphens used in accordance with C.2, or
uses them to advance to the next field.

It is recommended that the application validate that the fields in the ISRC have been constructed in
accordance with the syntax of the elements specified in Clause 4.

10 © IS0 2019 - All rights reserved
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