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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD

1SO 3901-1986 (E)

Documentation — International Standard Recording

Code (ISRC)

0 Introduction

The International Standard Recording Code (ISRC) has been
prepared td provide a means of identifying audio, video or
audio-visual recordings internationally. It is not to be used for
the number|ng of audio, video and audio-visual carriers.

An ISRC identifies the recording throughout its life and is in-
tended for {ise by producers of audio, video and audio-visual
recordings @s well as by copyright organizations, broadcasting
organizations, media libraries/archives, libraries etc.

1 Scope¢ and field of application
The purpos¢ of this International Standard is to define and pro-
mote the uge of a standard code (ISRC) for the unique iden-

tification of{ recordings or parts of a recording. Guidelines for
the use of the ISRC are given in the annex.

2 Reference

ISO 3166, Godes for the representation of names of countries.

3 Definjitions

For the pufpose of this International Standard the following
definitions apply.

3.1 country code:rThe code that identifies the country of
residence of the first owner of the recording (see 3.2).

4 Structure of ISRC

As the ISRC is likely to be used in the same|context as other
codes, it shall be clearly distingdished. For visual presentation
an ISRC code should always-be)preceded by] “ISRC".

An ISRC consists of 12-.characters and is alphanumeric, using
digits (arabic numerals_0 to 9) and letter$ of the Roman
alphabet. It is divided, into five elements sepgrated by dashes.
They appear inthefollowing order:

1) country;

2) ficst owner;

3) ‘“year of recording;
4) recording;

5) recording item.
Example:

ISRC  SE-T38-8

1
|
|
!

Group 1: 2 digits
Country code (see 4.1) —

Group 2: 3 digits
First owner code (see 4.2)

Group 3: 2 digits
Year of recording (see 4.3)

Group 4: 3 or 4 digits
Recording code (see 4.4)

Group 5: 1 or 2 digits
Recording item code (see 4.b

=~

3.2 first —The producer of the Tecording:

NOTE — If the producer of the recording has sold the recording, with
all rights, before coding, the acquirer should be nominated as the first
owner.

3.3 year of recording: The year in which the recording pro-
cess (session) is completed.

3.4 recording: The result of a recording process indepen-
dent of the type and number of audio, video or audio-visual car-
riers and technology used (see 3.5).

3.5 recording item: A part of a recording (see 3.4) which
may be used as a separate unit.

4.1 Country code

The country code consists of two letters as specified in
ISO 3166 for the ISO Alpha-2 code.

4.2 First owner code

The first owner code is alphanumeric and consists of 3
characters. It is assigned by appointed agencies (see clause 5).

4.3 Year-of-recording code

The year-of-recording code consists of the last 2 digits of the
year, for example 86 for 1986, and is assigned by the first
owner.
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4.4 Recording code

The recording code consists of 3 or 4 digits, assigned by the
first owner. Numbers for the recording code are assigned se-
quentially and may not be reassigned within the year of re-
cording.

Four digits from the range given below are used for recordings
consisting of less than 10 recording items. Three digits from the
range given below are used for recordings consisting of more
than nine recording items.

3-digit numbers: 300 to 999 (more than nine recording
items)

4.5 Recording-item code
The recording-item code consists of 1 digit (0-9) if the recording

code has a length of 4 digits; it consists of 2 digits (00-99) if the
recording code has a length of 3 digits.

5 Administration

4-digit numbels: 0000 to 2999 (less than 10 recording items)

The ISRC system will be administered by established inter-
national and other appropriate agencies.
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Annex

ISRC (International Standard Recording Code) —
Guidelines for the use of ISRC

(This annex forms part of the standard.)

A.1 General principles for the allocation
of ISRC

The ISRC has been developed in order to facilitate the ex-
change of nformation on recordings and simplify administra-
tion. Each Jrecording or recording item should have its own
ISRC. The |SRC should be included in all relevant documenta-
tion concerping a recording.

Any new of changed recording should be provided with a new
ISRC.

Reuse of an ISRC that has already been allocated for another
recording i not permitted in order to guarantee the unique‘and
unambiguols identification provided by an ISRC.

Being an identification code, the ISRC should\not be used for
classificatidn purposes. If such classification'is' necessary, this
should be |carried out by use of additional descriptive data
elements.

The first oywner may use already existing code systems for the
coding of fecordings and recording items on condition that
they are pufely numeric and’do not exceed 5 digits. In any case
it should b¢ ensured that the total number of digits shall be 12.
““Missing’’ Higits sholld)be replaced by zeros.

A.2.2 Structure of ISRC

The structure of the ISRE.is shown in the fdllowing example:
ISRC §E-T38-86-302-12

Group A2 letters
Country code (see A.2.3) —
SE = Sweden

Group 2: 3 characters
First owner code (see A.2.4)
T38 = BIS

Group 3: 2 digits
Year of recording (see A.2.5) ———

Group 4: 3 or 4 digits
Recording (see A.2.6)

Group 5: 1 or 2 digits
Recording item (see A.2.7)

A.2.3 Country code
Representation: two letters according to ISQ 3166.

Example: SE = Sweden

A.2.4 First owner code

Representation: 3 alphanumeric charactefs from A01-99Z,
thus providing a coding capacity of 24 48Q first owners per
country. The coding capacity may be incregsed by allocating
entirely numeric or alphabetic codes such| as (001-999 and
AAA-Z77).

A.2 Functiomandstructure of t1SRC

A.2.1 Function of ISRC

The ISRC is an unambiguous and unique characteristic identi-
fying each audio, video and audio-visual recording.

In order to decentralize the allocation of code numbers for
recordings, the 12-digit ISRC has been divided into five groups,
separated by a hyphen.

The allocation of each of the five groups is dealt with in
clause A.5.

Example : T38 = BIS

A.2.5 Year of recording

Representation: 2 numerical digits, for example 86 = 1986.

A.2.6 Recording

Representation: a 3 or 4 numerical digit number which when
completed with the 1 or 2 digits of the recording item, {see 3.5)
adds up to 5 digits in total. When recordings are divided into
more than 9 to a maximum of 99 different recording items, they
should be numbered 300 to 999. Recordings which are divided
into a maximum of 9 recording items or which cannot be split
up, are numbered 0001 to 2999.
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Representation: a 1 or 2 numerical digit number. The number
of digits depends on the recording (see 3.4). Separate items of
a recording are identified by the digits 1 to 9 respectively 01
to 99. A complete recording is identified by a 0 respectively 00
in group 5 ““recording item”’.

A.3 Application of ISRC

The following are of the application of an ISRC.

A.4 Allocation of ISRC

Any changes in sound or image of a recording which affects
the rights involved requires the allocation of a new ISRC.

A.5 Administration

A.5.1 International ISRC agencies

To implement and control the ISRC system an International
Agency representing the users will be estabiished. This agency

Example 1:

Recording project: Live recording of a pop festival
Artists: Variou|

ISRC for projeft: ISRC NL-B23-84-887-00

Country: Nethprlands NL

First owner: Ppp live music B23

Year of record|ng: 1984 84

Recording: 887-00

Recording items:

The Hits: Par’{de Song ISRC NL-B23-84-887-01
Playing time: § min 33 s

Topsingers: Festival Song ISRC NL-B23-84-887-02
Playing time: ¥ min 30 s

The Hits: Parafle Song (single

version)

Playing time: B min 18 s

ISRC NL-B23-84-887-22

Any item fromh the recording project indicated .-By
ISRC NL-B23-841887-00 will be provided with a sequentialre-
cording item numrber, thus becoming an individual ISRC.
Example 2:
Recording Prdject: Mozart piano concertos
Piano: Classical artist
Orchestra: Chamber Musiciahs

ISRC for projgct: ISRC NL-C01-84-1326-0

will confirm the appointed agencies and will keep andl distribute
a list of appointed agencies.

A.5.2 Appointed agencies

The administration of ISRC within“countries or other suitable
groupings is delegated to appointed agencies. They allocate
country codes and first owné€r-Codes to anyone acting as the

first owner and requesting.such a code.

The appointed ISRC_Agency is responsible for the preparation
of the following twe_listings (in alphanumeric sequg¢nce) :

a) country first owner first owner depprtment or
code code (name and pergon to be
address) confacted (if
necpssary)

b) first owner country code first owner  deprtment or

(name and code person to be
address) conftacted (if
necgssary)

A.5.3 International Agency for the maiptenance
of country codes

For the maintenance of country codes according tp ISO 3166
an International Agency has been established and ig reponsibie
for the allocation of a country code to the appojnted ISRC
Agencies.

Address: DIN Deutsches Institut fir Normung e.V
Secretariat ISO/TC 46
1ISO 3166 MAS

'C:I‘outntry: N?t;' erlg:;!i NL Burggrafenstrasse 4-10
C'lfssﬁ:"s‘";;;‘t oA cot D-1000 BERLIN 30

. Tel - (030) 2601 362
Year of recording: 1984 84 &
Recording: 1326-0

Recording items:

Piano concerto in E flat,
K.271 ““Jeune homme"’
Piano concerto in C, K.415
Piano concerto in C, K.503

ISRC NL-C01-84-1326-1
ISRC NL-C01-84-1326-2
ISRC NL-C01-84-1326-5

Should only a part of one of the piano concertos be used, this
part will be provided with the next sequential recording item
code, thus becoming an individual ISRC.

A.5.4 First owner

The first owner should be responsible for the administration of
the following data:

a) vyear of recording;
b) recording;

c) recording item.
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