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FOREWORD 

IS0 (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation 
of national standards institutes ( IS0 Member Bodies). The work of developing 
International Standards i s  carried out through IS0 Technical Committees. Every 
Member Body interested in a subject for which a Technical Committee has been set  
up has the right t o  be represented on that Committee. International organizations, 
governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 

Draft International Standards adopted by the Technical Committees are circulated 
to  the Member Bodies for approval before their acceptance as International 
Standards by the I S 0  Council. 

Prior to 1972, the results of the work of the Technical Committees were published 
as IS0 Recommendations; these documents are now in the process of being 
transformed into International Standards. As part of this process, Technical 
Committee ISO/TC 6 has reviewed I S 0  Recommendation R 217 and found it 
suitable for transformation. International Standard IS0 21 7 therefore replaces 
IS0 Recommendation R 217-1961. 

I S 0  Recommendation R 21 7 was approved by the Member Bodies of the following 
countries : 

Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Chile 
Czechoslovakia 
Denmark 
France 
Germany 

Greece 
India 
Ireland 
Israel 
Japan 
Norway 
Pakistan 
Poland 

Portugal 
Romania 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Turkey 
United Kingdom 
U.S.S. R. 

The Member Bodies of the following countries have subsequently approved this 
Recommendation : 

Finland 
South Africa, Rep. of 

No Member Body expressed disapproval of the Recommendation. 

The Member Bodies of the following countries disapproved the transformation of 
ISO/R 217 into an International Standard : 

Canada 
Norway 

O International Organization for Standardization, 1974 0 

Printed in Switzerland 
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD I S 0  217-1974 (E) 

Unprocessed writing and printing paper - Method of 
expression of dimensions and direction of manufacture 

1 SCOPE AND FIELD OF APPLICATION 

This International Standard specifies the method of expression of dimensions and direction of manufacture of unprocessed 
(not written upon, not ruled and not punched) writing and printing paper. 

2 EXPRESSION OF DIMENSIONS 

The size shall be designated by i t s  two dimensions, width and length, indicating the width (smaller dimension) first, 

3 DIRECTION OF MANUFACTURE 

Where i t  is necessary, the machine direction') shall be indicated as follows : 

3.1 On written documents, orders, invoices, etc. by the letter "M" placed after the dimension parallel to the machine 
direction; 

3.2 On packets, reams or packages by one of the following methods : 

- by the letter "M" placed after the dimension parallel to the machine direction; 

- by an arrow parallel to the machine direction; 

- by a combination of both the above methods. 

1 )  See definitions Nos. 10 and 11 of ISO/R 66, Paper vocabulary - First series of terms. 
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