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Foreword 

IS0 (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of 
national standards bodies (IS0 member bodies). The work of preparing International 
Standards is normally carried out through IS0 technical committees. Each member 
body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been established has 
the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, govern- 
mental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to 
the member bodies for approval before their acceptance as International Standards by 
the IS0 Council. They are approved in accordance with IS0 procedures requiring at 
least 75 % approval by the member bodies voting. 

International Standard IS0 1989 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 97, 
lnforma tion processing s ys terns. 

This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition (IS0 1989-1978). 

0 International Organization for Standardization, 1985 

Printed in Switzerland 
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD IS0 19894985 (E) 

Programming languages - COBOL 

The following national standard is adopted as IS0 International Standard 1989-1985 : 

- ANSI standard X3.23-1985. 

NOTE - Copies of the ANSI standard may be obtained through the American National Standards Institute, 1430 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10018, 
U.S.A. 
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