
 

   

 

Reference number
ISO 16348:2003(E)

© ISO 2003
 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL 
STANDARD 

ISO
16348

First edition
2003-05-15

Metallic and other inorganic coatings — 
Definitions and conventions concerning 
appearance 

Revêtements métalliques et autres revêtements non organiques — 
Définitions et principes concernant l'apparence 

 

STANDARDSISO.C
OM : C

lick
 to

 vi
ew

 th
e f

ull
 PDF of

 IS
O 16

34
8:2

00
3

https://standardsiso.com/api/?name=c34352fe3beb6a05bd9eaeb0cfc08d55


ISO 16348:2003(E) 

PDF disclaimer 
This PDF file may contain embedded typefaces. In accordance with Adobe's licensing policy, this file may be printed or viewed but 
shall not be edited unless the typefaces which are embedded are licensed to and installed on the computer performing the editing. In 
downloading this file, parties accept therein the responsibility of not infringing Adobe's licensing policy. The ISO Central Secretariat 
accepts no liability in this area. 

Adobe is a trademark of Adobe Systems Incorporated. 

Details of the software products used to create this PDF file can be found in the General Info relative to the file; the PDF-creation 
parameters were optimized for printing. Every care has been taken to ensure that the file is suitable for use by ISO member bodies. In 
the unlikely event that a problem relating to it is found, please inform the Central Secretariat at the address given below. 

 

©   ISO 2003 
All rights reserved. Unless otherwise specified, no part of this publication may be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means, 
electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and microfilm, without permission in writing from either ISO at the address below or 
ISO's member body in the country of the requester. 

ISO copyright office 
Case postale 56 • CH-1211 Geneva 20 
Tel.  + 41 22 749 01 11 
Fax  + 41 22 749 09 47 
E-mail  copyright@iso.org 
Web  www.iso.org 

Published in Switzerland 
 

ii © ISO 2003 – All rights reserved
 

 

STANDARDSISO.C
OM : C

lick
 to

 vi
ew

 th
e f

ull
 PDF of

 IS
O 16

34
8:2

00
3

https://standardsiso.com/api/?name=c34352fe3beb6a05bd9eaeb0cfc08d55


ISO 16348:2003(E) 

© ISO 2003 – All rights reserved iii
 

Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been 
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and 
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO 16348 was prepared by the European Committee for Standardization (CEN) in collaboration with 
Technical Committee ISO/TC 107, Metallic and other inorganic coatings, Subcommittee SC 2, Test methods, 
in accordance with the Agreement on technical cooperation between ISO and CEN (Vienna Agreement). 

Throughout the text of this document, read "...this European Standard..." to mean "...this International 
Standard...". 
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 Foreword

This document (EN ISO 16348:2003) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 262 "Metallic and other
inorganic coatings", the secretariat of which is held by BSI, in collaboration with Technical Committee ISO/TC 107
"Metallic and other inorganic coatings".

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical text or
by endorsement, at the latest by November 2003, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the latest
by November 2003.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,
Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
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1 Scope

This European Standard specifies appearance and its associated terms and outlines the principles involved in
validating appearance when it is specified as a requirement of metallic and other inorganic coatings.

2 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this European Standard, the following terms and definitions apply.

2.1
appearance
all the visual characteristics of the significant surface

2.2
uniformity of appearance
all the visual characteristics of a coating being the same over the entire area of the significant surface of the coated
component(s) within a single batch or from batch to batch

2.3
blemish
superficial imperfection or a deviation from the appearance of a specified reference material that does not
necessarily detract proper function from the product

2.4
visible defect
unacceptable physical imperfection or flaw in the surface coating detracting from the specified reference material or
from the product functions

3 Principle

When specified as a requirement of a coating, it is mandatory to have a test for the validation of appearance,
particularly for use as a referee method. The relevant detailed information shall be supplied by the product
standard.

NOTE 1 In order to ensure the durability of approved samples special precautions may be necessary, e.g. storage in
desiccators, or expiry dates applied depending on storage conditions.

If there is no method specified by the product standard, a comparator method can be used to determine both
appearance and uniformity. This shall be achieved by comparing the coated product with a representative
approved reference sample (see clause 4).

Measuring techniques such as glossmeters, surface profiling, colour matching and other suitable test methods may
be used, provided the required properties are specified in the product standard or in the product purchase order.

NOTE 2 A description of appearance only is, in itself, inadequate.

4 Representative approved reference samples

There may be more than one approved reference sample representing the variations of the parameters within a
defined production process.

The samples shall be fabricated and coated using the same processes and techniques as used on the purchased
piece parts in order to ensure total consistency and reproducibility of product.
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In order to avoid disputes, the agreement of all interested parties shall be obtained on every aspect of the approved
reference samples. The approved reference samples shall be retained by all such parties for future inspection or
reference purposes.

5 Inspection conditions

The inspection conditions, e.g. type of lighting, angle of incidence, magnification and distance, shall be agreed at
the time of enquiry and order.

6 Test report

The report shall contain at least the following information:

a) type of test and/or specification number;

b) test conditions;

c) details of article tested;

d) examination/inspection conditions;

e) any deviation from the product standard.
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