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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work.
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of
electrotechnical standardization.
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Introduction

This document has been developed in collaboration with the International Confederation of Societies of
Authors and Composers (CISAC).

The International Standard Musical Work Code (ISWC) system was developed by the member societies
of the International Confederation of Societies of Authors and Composers (CISAC). CISAC’s purpose in
creating an ISWC for musical works is to enable more efficient administration of rights to those works
on a worldwide basis. The ISWC provides an efficient means of identifying musical works in computer
databases and related documentation and for the exchange of information between rights societies,
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD ISO 15707:2022(E)

Information and documentation — International Standard
Musical Work Code (ISWC)

1 Scope

This document specifies a means of uniquely identifying a musical work. It standardizes and promotes
interratiomatty theuse of 7 stamdard tdemntification tode So—that musical works camr pe uniquely
distinguished from one another within computer databases and related documentation|and for the
purploses of collecting societies involved in the administration of rights to such works.

The International Standard Musical Work Code (ISWC) identifies musical works as intangiblle creations.
It is not used to identify manifestations of, or objects related to a musical work, Such manifegtations and
objedts are the subject of separate identification systems, such as the International Standard Recording
Cod¢ (ISRC) for sound recordings, the International Standard Music Number (ISMN) for priinted music,
and the International Standard Audiovisual Number (ISAN) for audiovisual works.

2 Normative references

Therk are no normative references in this document.

3 Terms and definitions
For the purposes of this document, the followingterms and definitions apply.
ISO gnd [EC maintain terminology databases-for use in standardization at the following addresses:

— ISO Online browsing platform: ayailable at https://www.iso.org/obp

— IEC Electropedia: available atthttps://www.electropedia.org/

31
check digit
added digit which may®e used to verify the accuracy of a standard number through a mathematical
relatjonship to the digits contained in that number

Note|l to entry: Addpted from ISO/IEC 7064.

3.2
musjcal work
work (3.3) composed of a combination of sounds, with or without accompanying text

3.3

work

distinct, abstract creation of the mind whose existence is revealed through one or more expressions
(e.g. a performance) or manifestations (e.g. an object)

4 Construction of an ISWC

4.1 Basic construction
An ISWC consists of a prefix element followed by nine digits and a check digit, as follows:

— prefix element (1 character);

©1S0 2022 - All rights reserved 1
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— work identifier (9 digits);

check digit (1 digit).

When an ISWC is written or printed, the letters ISWC shall precede it. For ease of reading only, hyphens
and dots may be used as separators between the elements of the identifier.

EXAMPLE

ISWC T-034.524.680-1

4.2 Prefix element

The first el

ment of an ISWC shall be the letter “T” _If Necessary, the rngicfr‘nfinn nnfhnrify may,

t its

discretion, d
capacity of
to musical W

4.3 Work

The second
code.

Work identi

4.4 Check digit

The third el
weighted m

The formuld

5 Regist
The ISWC sk

can be found at www.iso.org/maintenance_agencies.

6 Associ

An ISWC sha
means of a d

An ISWC sha

7 Associ

esignate another alphanumeric character in place of “T” in order to expand the numb
he ISWC system and/or to indicate the beginning of a new phase in the assignment lof
rorks.

identifier

element of an ISWC shall be the work identifier. The work identifier)is a 9-digit nur

Fiers for musical works shall be in the numeric range of 000000001 to 999999999.

ement of an ISWC shall be the check digit. The check digit of an ISWC is calculated
pdulus 10.

for calculating the check digit is shown in-Annex B.

ration authority

jall be supervised, coordinated and administered by a registration authority whose d¢

ation of an ISWCwith descriptive metadata

11 be associatedwith descriptive data (see Annex C) about the musical work it identifi
atabase repository maintained by the registration authority which registered that wq

11l be used.asspecified in Annex A.

atien of an ISWC with digital content

Pring
SWC

neric

on a

ptails

es by
rk.

An ISWC may be associated with digital expressions and manifestations of a musical work by employing
appropriate techniques (e.g. encryption and watermarking) to facilitate tracking the use of that work.

© IS0 2022 - All rights reserved
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A1l

An I$WC may be assigned to any musical work, published or unpublished, newly create
existiing, irrespective of its copyright status.

Mod

ISW( of the work(s) from which they are derived.

Examples of modified versions are as follows:

— ¢hanges to the content of a musical work, with the exception of minor alterations;

— Tew arrangements (e.g. a Bach Invention for Piano, arranged.for chamber orchestra);
— franslations of the literary text of a musical work.

Examples of excerpts are as follows:

q

Examples of composite works arewas follows:

A2

The
regid

$ymphony);

ISO 15707:2022(E)

Annex A
(normative)

Guidelines for the use of an ISWC

Works for which an ISWC may be allocated — Eligible repertoire

fied versions, excerpts and composite musical works shall be allocated an JSWC separ

ovements and other principal divisions of a.musical work which might be known a
ther than the title for the entire work (e.g2,“Ode to Joy”, the last movement of Beef

ay be unknown.

medley consisting of existing works or excerpts of such works performed in a continuo
work containing samples of pre-existing works, such as a new song in which a rap
ver a rhythm trackfrom a previously recorded work.

AdminisStration of the ISWC system

registration authority may delegate certain tasks and services as described in th
tration agencies. Registration agencies often hold an important role in the allocatic

1 or already

hte from the

5 something
hoven's 9th

gdny work that is recognized as being an excerpt from a larger work, even though the type of excerpt

1S sequence,

yric is sung

is annex to
n of ISWCs.

Ther

efore, potential registrants are advised to consult the website of the registration aythority? to

find information concerning the most appropriate registration agency to contact and the tasks and
services it has been delegated.

A3

Allocation of an ISWC

A.3.1 The registration authority shall allocate ISWCs to musical works upon request. Specific use
cases related to creators or types of works are fully described in the registration authority manual (see

A.6),

as these may change from time to time according to the music market evolution.

1) www.iso.org/maintenance_agencies
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A.3.2 Following the allocation of an ISWC, the ISWC and its related metadata shall immediately be
registered with notifications to the appropriate parties involved.

A.3.3 The

A.3.4

same ISWC shall not be allocated to more than one musical work.

ISWCs may remain in circulation for that work.

If more than one ISWC has inadvertently been assigned to the same musical work, each of those

A.3.5 Once allocated, an ISWC shall never be re-used for another musical work, even if it is found to
have been issued in error.

A.4 Desc

Descriptive
of such des
manual, sha

a) atleast
b)
‘)
d)

all creat
whethe

in the c
for the {

A5 ISW(

A database
which are u
their ISWC i

The registrd
and the poli
A.6 Regi:

Full details
manual avai

riptive metadata

[1 include, as a minimum, the following:

pne original title for the work (as defined in C.2);

ors of the work with their respective roles indicated (see C.3);

- or not the work is derived from an existing work and, if§oythe type of derivation (see
ource work(s).
database

ted internationally, or which potentially could be registered more than once shall also
hformation entered into the database.

tion authority specifies the type and format of metadata associated with ISWC registra
ries and mechanisms by which that data may be accessed.
stration authority manual

of the allocatien and application of the ISWC are explained in the registration autho
lable from the Tegistration authority?2).

hse of a derived work, the ISWC of the source work(s), or the title(s) where no ISWC ¢

pf ISWC codes and the associated descriptive metadata shall be maintained. Musical W

data about each musical work to which an ISWC is assigned shall be captured. Elenpents
criptive data, which may vary from time to time according to the registration auth|

ority

C.4);

Xists

rorks
have

kions

rity’s

2) www.iso.

org/maintenance_agencies

4
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Annex B
(informative)

Calculation of the check digit of an ISWC

The check digit is calculated on modulus 10 with weights from 1 to 9 assigned sequentially from left
to right of the identifier. For the purpose of check-digit calculation, the value and weight applied to the

prefix element shall be 1. The weight applied to the check digit is 1.
Each|digit of the ISWC (excluding the check digit itself) is multiplied by the appropriateweight according
to itd position in the sequence. The sum of the products obtained, plus the check digit; shall be divisible
by 10.
The ¢omputational method for calculation of the check digit is as follows:
a) (alculation of the sum of the products is shown as Formula (B.1):
=9
S =1+ > dw, (B.1)
i=1
b) The check digit shall be chosen so that:
§ +d_is divisible by 10 (e.g. remainder equal to Q)
where
¢; isthe value of the digit in position Fof the work identifier (i = 1 to 9, from left to right);
w; is the weight of digit d, (e.g. pesition in the sequence);
q. 1isthe check digit.
EXANPLE
ISWC T 0 3 4 5 2 4 6 8 0
Weight 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Product 1 |+0|+6 |+12|+20|+10|+24|+42|+64| +0 | +1 | =180
In thfs example; S = 179.
The ¢heck digit is chosen so that: S+ d. = 180, e.g.d. = 1.
© IS0 2022 - All rights reserved 5
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Annex C
(informative)

Descriptive metadata for registration of musical works

C.1 General

Before allodating an ISWC to a musical work, the registration authority shall capture the @sséntial
descriptive data for that work, as described in C.2 to C.4.

These data ¢lements are subject to change at the discretion of the registration authority{Further d¢tails
regarding dpscriptive metadata for the registration of musical works are availabledn the registration
authority’s manual.

C.2 Titlelinformation

The title(s) ¢f the musical work shall be supplied and the type of title (€.g,'original title, translated fitle),
where applifable, shall be indicated according to the categories givén in Table C.1 and using the dodes
specified by|the registration authority.

Table C.1 — Title information fora musical work

Title type Definition of title type

Alternate tit]e @ An alternative to an original title.

Extra search title An alternate title created to aid database searching (e.g. where special charagters,
puns, or slang have'been replaced by standardized elements).

Firstline of fext The beginning of‘a-text.

Formal title p A standardizedtitle in which the elements are arranged in a pre-determined drder,
such as titles'created for classical works.

Incorrect title A spuriowus or unacceptable title sometimes mistakenly used for identificatign.

Original titlg A titlegiven to the work by its creator(s) shown in its original language.

Original titlq translated An original title translated into a different language.

Restricted title An original title from which all initial articles and punctuation have been remgved.

a Corrpsponds to#“vdriant title” in the UNIMARC format (see Reference [4]).

b Corrpspondsto“uniform title” in the UNIMARC format (see Reference [4]).

C.3 Informmatiomomrcreator(s)

Each of the creators of a musical work shall be clearly identified and their respective roles (e.g.
composers, authors, arrangers, translators) shall be indicated according to the categories given in
Table C.2 and using the codes specified by the registration authority.

Table C.2 — Information on the creator(s) of a musical work

Type of role Definition
Adapter The author, or one of the authors, of an adapted text of a musical work.
Arranger The modifier of musical elements in a musical work.
Author The creator, or one of the creators, of the text of a musical work.

6 © IS0 2022 - All rights reserved


https://standardsiso.com/api/?name=a6c266fe9e9edf2c3f3de3f675dfc7c8

	Foreword 
	Introduction 
	1 Scope 
	2 Normative references 
	3 Terms and definitions 
	4 Construction of an ISWC 
	4.1 Basic construction 
	4.2 Prefix element 
	4.3 Work identifier 
	4.4 Check digit 

	5 Registration authority 
	6 Association of an ISWC with descriptive metadata 
	7 Association of an ISWC with digital content 
	Annex A (normative) Guidelines for the use of an ISWC 
	Annex B (informative) Calculation of the check digit of an ISWC 
	Annex C (informative) Descriptive metadata for registration of musical works 
	Bibliography 

