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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work.
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of
electrotechnical standardization.

The proce@lures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenanee
described In the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed fofj
different types of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance 'with
editorial ryles of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).
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Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A

complete li

sting of these bodies can be found at www.iso.org/members.html.
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Introduction

The ISAN project was administered by the International Federation of Film Producers Associations
(FIAPF) in association with the Association of International Collective Management of Audiovisual
Works (AGICOA), and the International Confederation of Societies of Authors and Composers (CISAC).
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD ISO 15706-1:2023(E)

Information and documentation — International Standard
Audiovisual Number (ISAN) —

Part 1:
Audiovisual work identifier

1 (Scope

Thif document establishes and defines a voluntary standard numbering system, for the @inique and
intdrnational identification of audiovisual works (as defined in 3.1).

An [nternational Standard Audiovisual Number (ISAN) identifies an audiovisual work thrgughout its
life and is intended for use wherever precise and unique identification of an audiovisual worfk would be
desjrable. As an identifier, it can be used for various purposes, such-as’to assist allocation ¢f royalties
am}ng right holders, to track the use of audiovisual works, for inforfmation retrieval and for pnti-piracy

purposes, such as verifying title registrations. The ISAN can also-provide a basis for supplementary
idemtification systems when version or product informationds)required (e.g. for applicatiqns such as
bropdcast automation and automated storage and retrieval systems).

An [SAN is applied to the audiovisual work itself. It is hot related to the physical medium|of such an
audjiovisual work, or the identification of that medittm. Annex A specifies examples of qudiovisual
wotks for which an ISAN can be issued and examples of works for which ISAN are not issued.

The issuance of an ISAN is in no way related to any process of copyright registration, ngr does the
issyance of an ISAN provide evidence of thelownership of rights in an audiovisual work.

2 |Normative reference

The following documents are feferred to in the text in such a way that some or all of thpir content
conktitutes requirements of ‘this document. For dated references, only the edition cited gpplies. For
undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.

ISOYIEC 7064, Information technology — Security techniques — Check character systems

3 |Terms and definitions

For|the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

[SO|and [EC maintain terminological databases for use in standardization at the following addresses:

— ISO Online browsing platform: available at https://www.iso.org/obp

— IEC Electropedia: available at https://www.electropedia.org/

3.1

audiovisual work

work consisting of a sequence of related images, with or without accompanying sound, which is
intended to be made visible as a moving image through the use of devices, regardless of the medium of
initial or subsequent fixation

©1S0 2023 - All rights reserved 1
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3.2

check character
added character which may be used to verify the accuracy of the string through a mathematical

relationshi
[SOURCE: I
3.3

p to that string
SO/IEC 7064:2003]

composite audiovisual work
audiovisual work (3.1) which contains one or more other audiovisual works or parts of audiovisual
works, each of which is insubstantial in relation to the entire composite audiovisual work

EXAMPLE
that contair
audiovisual

3.4

registrant
producer o
registered

A feature film which contains parts of animated cartoons or other film clips; a television progj
s footage from previously produced feature films, from episodes of television series, orfrom o
works.

within the I[SAN system for the purposes of obtaining an ISAN for audiovisual works

Note 1 to erftry: The term registrant as used in this part of ISO 15706 denotes an ISAN registrant for audiovi

works only.

3.5

serial aud
audiovisua
and, usuall

4 Const

41 Anl

[SO 15706-2 deals with registrants for versions of audiovisual works:

jovisual work
work (3.1) produced in individual episodes or partsdwhich bear a relationship to each of
y, a common title for the whole series

ruction of the ISAN

BAN for an audiovisual work shalls¢onsist of a 64-bit number which when presente

human-reddable form (i.e. a form meant primatily to be read or written by a person, in contrast

form prims:
digits usin
work shall
segment fq
character,

readable fa

EXAMPLE
Additional

4.2 Whe
(0000) sha

EXAMPLE

irily meant to be used by data precessing equipment) shall be represented as 16 hexadeci
b Arabic numerals 0 to 9 andiletters A to F of the Latin alphabet. An ISAN for an audiovi
be divided into two segments consisting of a 12-digit root segment followed by a 4-d
r the identification of episodes or parts of a serial audiovisual work (see A.11). A ch
n accordance with Annex B, shall be appended whenever an ISAN is presented in hunj
rm.

ISAN RRRR*RRRR-RRRR-EEEE-X

encodings\0f ISAN shall be as specified in Annexes E and F.

h the work being registered is not an episode or part of a serial audiovisual work, four z¢

ram
ther

f an audiovisual work, authorized proxy of such a producer, or other such.entity or individual,

sual

her

] in
bo a

Imal

bual
igit
eck
an-

oS

{1%be used as fill characters in the episode segment of the ISAN.

ISAN 2B1A-FF17-3E20-0000-S

4.3 To avoid the possibility of duplication, any ISAN assigned to episodes or parts of a serial
audiovisual work shall not contain an episode segment consisting of four zeros (0000).

EXAMPLE ISAN 0123-1230-3210-2310-]

4.4 The ISAN shall be a “dumb” number (i.e. it shall not contain any codes or meaningful components
apart from the two segments specified in 4.1).

© IS0 2023 - All rights reserved
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Issuance of an ISAN

5.1 An ISAN shall be allocated by the Registration Authority from the central register of the ISAN
system upon application by a registrant.

5.2 Each ISAN shall be issued to only one audiovisual work and each audiovisual work shall be

assi

gned only one ISAN.

5.3 An ISAN is permanently issued to an audiovisual work, and shall never be altered, replaced or

cad

reu

5.4

6

6.1
(dig
film

6.2
wor

6.3
car
cha

6.4
as fi
gro
med

EXA
ISAI
ISAI

6.5

displayed in-upper-case letters when the ISAN is presented in human-readable form. Ha

low

6.6

pTTrT

Further specifications for the issuance and use of ISAN shall be in accordance with An|

Affixing and displaying the ISAN

The ISAN shall be permanently incorporated in, or affixed to, the audiovisual work in
ital or analogue) and in all of the physical media in which the work-s’'made available (e
or optical disc) to the extent that it is technically feasible to do so:

The ISAN should be included in the documentation, adveértising, and packaging for an g
k.

When an ISAN is printed or otherwise displayed’in human-readable form (e.g. on labe
[iers, technical documentation, etc.), it shall be*preceded by the letters ISAN and its col

As an aid to accurate transcription of ISAN in human-readable form, an ISAN should bg
pur groups of four hexadecimal characters each, followed by the check character. Each o
1ps and the check character shalkbe’separated from each other by a hyphen or space. |
ining shall be ascribed to any combination of digits within these groups.

MPLES
N 1881 66C7 3420 6541.Y
N 1181-66C7-3420-6541-Y

The charactefrs A to F appearing in an ISAN and A to Z appearing in its check digif

er-case.ahd upper-case forms of these characters shall be treated as equivalent.

If a product number (e.g. an ISBN, a Universal Product Code, etc.) has been assigned to 3

racter, in accordance with Annex B, shall be added at the end of the ISAN character string.

hex A.

a1l formats
g. celluloid

udiovisual

s, physical
rect check

y

presented
these four
No internal

should be
wever, the

particular

forr

nat I wnich the audlovisual wOrk 1Is 1ssued, the ISAN Ior the work should be cusplayed on the

container and/or packaging immediately below and clearly distinguished from any standard number
assigned to the physical product.

6.7 Further details regarding methods of affixing ISAN to audiovisual works are explained in the
users’ guide, which is available from the Registration Authority.

1
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7 Administration of the ISAN system

The ISAN system shall be supervised, coordinated and administered by the ISAN Registration
Authority. The name and contact information of the Registration Authority for this document can be

found at https://www.iso.org/mara.

The principal tasks of the Registration Authority shall be as specified in Annex C.

8 Fees

Reasonabl¢ Tees can be Ccharged Ior services which the Registration Authority may provide, subject to
review and approval.

4 © IS0 2023 - All rights reserved
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Annex A
(normative)

General principles for the issuance and use of ISAN

A.1 An ISAN shall only be issued to applicants that are recognized as registrants by the Registration

Authority?). The requirements and procedures for registration of registrants are explained ih the users’

gui

A.2

e available from the Registration Authority.

upan application to and acceptance by the Registration Authority.

A.3
wol

A4
an |

A.5
for
may

A.6
sha

A7

k.

SAN (see Annex D).

l remain the same, irrespective of changesin ownership.

Some examples of audiovisual works to which an ISAN may be issued are
motion pictures (e.g. a feature film),
short films,

trailers (i.e. previews))

audiovisualworks such as television series,
industrial) educational and training films,

commiercials,

hraadeacte and vacardinage ~Af i avyantc cieoh Ao ot e Avante A d navcoacte and
o+ e-eveht

A unique ISAN shall be issued to an audiovisual work from a central register of available ISAN,

Once an ISAN is issued to an audiovisual work, it shall not be issued to any other qudiovisual

Registrants shall supply descriptive information about the audiovisual work being registered for

Subject to provision of the required descriptive information (see Annex D), a registran{ may apply
the issuance of an ISAN at any time during or after‘the production of the audiovisual york. ISAN
r also be issued retroactively to works produced prior to the implementation of this docyment.

The issuance of an ISAN does not providé.&vidence of ownership of an audiovisual worl. The ISAN

productions forZtelevision or other means of delivery, including individual episodds of serial

A.8

Fay
TToTotrcorstoToT CCoOTOTIIS S OT 1Y SO U CIT O SPUT Co TV eIt oo IIT vy STO TS, ot rer

composite and multimedia works if they contain a significant audiovisual component, including

non-linear (e.g. interactive) audiovisual components.

Some examples of works to which an ISAN shall not be issued are

— any non-audiovisual element of an audiovisual work (e.g. the soundtrack, the screenplay, or a single

image from an audiovisual work),

sound recordings,

2)

Registration Authority details can be found at https://www.iso.org/mara.

© IS0 2023 - All rights reserved
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— still photographs, slide sets and similar static images, and

— multimedia works that do not contain a significant audiovisual component.

A.9 Versions of an audiovisual work may be identified as such by using a supplementary identifier or

code in conjunction with the ISAN for the audiovisual work.3)

Some examples of versions and other kinds of changes for which a new ISAN shall not be assigned are

— different language versions, whether subtitled or dubbed,

— achange 1 the rights or ownership of an audiovisual work,

— differgnt formats or resolution (e.g. analogue or digital; wide screen or "pan and scan"),
— editing for the purposes of television broadcast, and

— changgs in the physical carrier(s) for an audiovisual work.

Further details regarding the identification of versions are available from the Registration Authorit

A.10 Composite audiovisual works

A composife audiovisual work may be issued its own ISAN, independentof any ISAN that may have b
issued for the component part(s).

An ISAN ispued to a composite audiovisual work shall not replace any ISAN that may have been iss
to the component part(s).

A.11 Serial audiovisual works
Each episofle or part of a serial audiovisual work shall be issued its own ISAN.

No meanilrlg shall be attached to sequentidl’ISAN regarding the order in which episodes W
commissioped, produced or aired.

The Registfration Authority shall facilitate the ISAN registration process for individual episodes wi
a serial aydiovisual work, by simplifying the application procedures and descriptive informa
required fqr individual episodes.as'described in D.3 and the users’ guide available from the Registra
Authority.

een

ued

fere

hin
fion
fion

3) Specifications for version identification can be found in ISO 15706-2.

6 © IS0 2023 - All rights reserved
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Annex B
(normative)

Check character for the ISAN

B.1 The purpose of the check character is to guard against errors resulting from improper

tramscription of an ISAN.

B.2
and|

digits of the ISAN according to a MOD 37, 36 system specified in accordance with:ISO/IEC 70

B.3

added as the 17th character at the end of the ISAN character string.

EXA
ISAI
ISA]
ISAI

B.4

The check character for an ISAN shall be one alphanumeric character using Arabichum
letters A to Z of the Latin alphabet. The check character shall be calculated over the 16 h

Whenever an ISAN is displayed in human-readable form, the correct check charact

MPLES

N 153C-7365-B36F-844C-N
N 083A 3317 3E20 0000 6
N 2B1A-FF17-3E20-6541-7

Validation of an ISAN being entered into orretrieved from a database or other machin

erals 0 to 9
bxadecimal
64.

er shall be

e-readable

format by a human shall require the correct cheek character for that ISAN to be verified or presented.

B.5
a)

b)
‘)

B.6
soff

When ISAN are accepted into a system from human entry, the entry program shall

silently discard any characters\that are not either hexadecimal digits or the alphanumeric check

character (e.g. spaces or hyphens used as separators in the ISAN),

ensure that there are exaetly 16 hexadecimal digits with one alphanumeric check chara

Fter, and

treat the 17th character as a check character and confirm its correctness over the previous 16

digits.

System applications involving entry and retrieval of ISAN data should apply the puh
ware forISAN check-digit calculation provided by the Registration Authority.

lic domain

©IS
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C.1 Gen

Annex C
(normative)

Administration of the ISAN system

ral

The ISAN {
administrg
and C.3.

C.2 Reg

C.2.1 Th

The Regist

C.2.2 Malintain a central register of ISAN registrants.

C.2.3 Malintain a central register of unique ISAN and associated descriptive information and mal

available t
database.

C.2.4 Prq
this docun

C.2.5 De
the proces

C.2.6 Dej
access thrd

C.2.7 Fagqg
works.

C.2.8 Rej

ted by the ISAN Registration Authority in accordance with the specifications outlined in|

istration Authority functions

e Registration Authority shall not engage in any form of rights matragement.

ration Authority shall perform the functions described in C.2.2to C.2.10.

b authorized users. The Registration Authority shall not link such information to any rig

mote, coordinate and supervise the ISAN system in compliance with the specification|
ent.

Felop, implement, monitor and enforce policies and procedures governing the operations
b of ISAN registration, includinig any fees associated with that process.

belop, implement, monitor and enforce policies and procedures regarding access, incluc
ugh digital netwarks, to the ISAN data maintained by the Registration Authority.

ilitate the review and resolution of duplicative applications for, or registration of, audiovi

Fiew and decide on appeals of decisions by the Registration Authority in such matters as

a) applic

ystem is a voluntary identification system for audiovisual works. The ISAN system shalIl be

C2

e it
bhts

and

ling

bual

tiohs to become a registrant
e} y

b)

rejection of ISAN applications, and

c) disputes concerning the accuracy of registration information about a work.

C.2.9 Develop documentation for users of the ISAN system.

C.2.10 Maintain records of rejected applications for, or cancellations of, registrant status and for ISAN.

© IS0 2023 - All rights reserved
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C.3 ISAN registration services
C.3.1 The Registration Authority shall provide the services described in C.3.2 to C.3.12.

C.3.2 Process applications for registrant status and ISAN and provide guidance to ISAN applicants
regarding recommended practices of the ISAN system.

C.3.3 Ensure that accepted applications are registered in the ISAN system in a timely and accurate
manner.

C.3]4 Issue notification of registrant status to the applicant concerned.

C.3{5 Issue notification of the issuance of an ISAN to the registrant(s) involved.
C.3]6 Correctinaccurate descriptive information if appropriate proof of such\inaccuracy id provided.
C.3|8 Maintain records of ISAN issuances and of rejected applications for an ISAN.
C.3]9 Manage and maintain data concerning registrants and ISAN’information in a secure [fashion.
C.3{10 Compile and maintain statistical and financial data of its operations.
C.3{11 Make ISAN and associated descriptive information available to users.

C.3]12 Promote, educate and train others in the use of the ISAN system, in accordance with the
spefifications of this document.

C.4{ Delegation to ISAN Registration Agencies

The ISAN Registration Authority may delegate certain tasks and services listed in C.3 to Registration
Agancies. Potential registrants@re advised to consult the website of the Registration Author|ty® to find
infqrmation concerning the'mest appropriate Registration Agency to contact and the task apd services
it has been delegated with,

4) ISAN Registration Authority details can be found at https://www.iso.org/mara.

©1S0 2023 - All rights reserved 9


https://www.iso.org/mara
https://standardsiso.com/api/?name=763657c5a890392d805debc74af4de33

ISO 15706-1:2023(E)

Annex D
(informative)

Descriptive information for registration of an audiovisual work

D.1 General

In order toladequately describe the specific audiovisual work to which an ISAN is assigned, registrants
the Registration Authority with a specified amount of descriptive information about|the
audiovisuall work being registered, as shown below. Registrants are permitted to update this:descripfive

shall supp

informatio

The Regist
is in accord

The specifi
by the Reg
document.

D.2 Des

Table D.1 s
work.

NOTE N
work.

as appropriate.

ration Authority is responsible for maintaining this descriptive information in a format
ance with the specifications it has established.
istration Authority, in accordance with its rules of procedure @nd the specifications of

criptive information for registration of newyaudiovisual works

hows the descriptive data elements to be suppliéd for the registration of a new audiovi

Taple D.1 — Descriptive data elements for registration of new audiovisual works

that

cations concerning the type and format of this descriptive information may be modified ¢nly

this

bual

ee D.3 and Table D.2 for descriptive information concerning episodes within a serial audiovisual

Data element Status @ Comments
Title of audliovisual work R Using the form in which it appears in the work.
Original la)jguage(s) of audiovisualwork R Using categories represented by ISO 639-2 language cogles.
Alternate tikle(s) in the original language, R
if applicable
Year of refgrence R Using the year which appears in the work, where applicaple.
Year of firstjpublicationmof communication 0
to the public
Full name(§) of¢principal director(s) R Including surname and forename, if known and applicdble
Full name(§) afprincipal cast member(s) Minimum of three principal cast members, if applicable pind
b or participant(s) R available. See footnote b.
Include surname and forename, if known and applicable.
Other language version(s), if known 0 Using categories represented by ISO 639-2 language codes.
Title(s) of other language version(s), if 0
known
Is this a composite audiovisual work? R If so, supply the title and ISAN of each component part, if
applicable and available.
a2 R=Required; O = Optional
b Ifnecessary (e.g. if the cast members cannot be identified), the names of principal characters may be supplied in lieu of
the names of principal cast members. The ISAN Registration Authority should be informed of such substitutions at the time
of registration.
10 © IS0 2023 - All rights reserved
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Table D.1 (continued)

Data element

Status?

Comments

Approximate duration (in minutes and/
or seconds)

If not known at the time of initial registration, the duration
should be supplied as soon as possible thereafter.

This element may be subject to variation if there is more
than one version of a work. It provides a general indication

R for comparison purposes but is not intended as a precise
measurement.
The duration is not required for non-linear
(e g Interactive) audiovisual wWorks.
Type For example: feature film; series; commercidl;flecording of
R a live event, etc.
Using categories specified by the Registration fAuthority.
Livg action or animation? R Specify whether the work is animated or live pction, or a
combination of both.
Is this a co-production? 0
Full name of main producer 0 Include surname and for¢name, if known and applicable.
Majn production company 0
Coyntry (or countries) of reference o Using categorieSrepresented by ISO 3166 country codes.
Specify whethier'country of production or of locatjon of shoot.
Full name(s) of script writer(s) 0 Include surname and forename, if known and applicable.
Anyf supplementary information, as desired 0

a  |R =Required; O = Optional

of registration.

b l1f necessary (e.g. if the cast members cannot be identified), the names of principal characters may be supplied in lieu of
thepames of principal cast members. The ISAN Registration Authority should be informed of such substitutiors at the time

D.3 Descriptive information for registration of episodes within a serial

audliovisual work

For|ease of registration, the‘amount of descriptive information to be supplied for episod¢s within a
serjes or other serial audiovisual work may be reduced (as specified in Table D.2) once the flescriptive
infgrmation for an initialepisode within a grouping of episodes has been registered in accorflance with
D.2|and Table D.1. In.such cases, the first episode registered will become the episode of reference for

subsequent ISAN registrations within that same group.

At the discretiofr of the registrant, new groupings of episodes may be established at any timle, but each
gropip musthave its own episode of reference. Each new group of episodes will be cross-referenced to
the[first group within the ISAN database.

© IS0 2023 - All rights reserved
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Table D.2 — Descriptive data elements for registration of episodes

the episods

, as desired

Data element Status? Comments

Title of entire serial audiovisual work R Using the form in which it appears in the work.

ISAN of episode of reference R Normally the ISAN for the first episode registered.

Title of episode R Required ifapplicable; if the episode has no title the episode
number must be supplied.

Number of picnﬂn R Dnglnirnﬂ if app]irah]n; ifthe npicr\ﬂn has ng nnmhnr, the
episode title must be supplied.

Year of refdrence for episode R Using the year which appears in the episode, where applicgble.

Year of firstjpublication or communication 0

of episode fo the public

Full name(s) of principal director(s) of 0 Including surname and forename, if knGwn and applicaple.

episode

Full name(§) of principal cast member(s) 0 See footnote b.

b . . . .

or participants in episode Include surname and forenameyif known and applicable.

Full name(d) of script writer(s) of episode 0 Include surname and forefiame, if known and applicaljle.

Approximate duration (in minutes and/ 0 If not known at the time of initial registration, the duragion

or seconds] of episode should be supplied‘as Soon as possible thereafter.
This element may be subject to variation if there is more
than one version of an episode. It provides a general indi-
cation forrComparison purposes but is not intended gs a
precisemeasurement.

Any supplementary information concerning 0 Include any of the data listed in Table D.1 that are differ-

entfor the individual episode (e.g. a different countr
production).

 of

a R=Requi

b If necessd
the names o
of registrati

Fed; O = Optional

DI

u of

ry (e.g. if the cast members cannot be idéntified), the names of principal characters may be supplied in lie
principal cast members. The ISAN.Registration Authority should be informed of such substitutions at the

tlime

D.4 Des

For registr
by the regi
time of reg
the initial 1

egistration of the work.

criptive information for registration of back stock of audiovisual work

ation of back steck or other audiovisual works produced prior to the implementation of IS AN
strant, descriptive information specified as “required” is required only if it is available atjthe
istration, Arreégistrant or the ISAN Registration Authority may supply any missing data

ter

12
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Annex E
(normative)

Binary encoding of ISAN for audiovisual works

The human-readable form of an ISAN for an audiovisual work consists of 16 hexadecimal digits as
definred—n—Clause4—Whenrepresentedin—abinary—machine-readableform—it-shall- be—¢ncoded as
64 pinary bits with the leading letters, “ISAN”, and trailing check digit that are used ifY-fhe human-
reaflable form omitted. The 64 bits are encoded and transmitted as an unsigned integerfmest{significant
bit first (uimsbf, as used in ISO/IEC 13818-1). This is illustrated in Figure E.1 below.

msb Isb
RRRRRRRRRRRRETETEFE

Key]
msh = most significant bit
Isb | =least significant bit

Figure E.1 — Binary encoding of ISAN feraudiovisual works
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