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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work.
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of
electrotechnical standardization.
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Introduction

Communication is important in the implementation and operation of environmental management
systems. This communication will be most effective if there is a common understanding of the terms used.

To simplify the harmonization of terms and definitions in the field of environmental management, each
terminological entry in this document contains a generic term and its definition. Notes to entry and
examples have been included only in a few cases to provide additional information or clarification.

The terminology is arranged in subclauses, each representing a specific sub-domain. The sequence of
the term entries corresponds to the concept diagramsin Annex A

This|document has been developed in close cooperation with the committees and-working groups
involved in the development and revision of the ISO 14000 family of standards. @' }list ¢f published
documents in the ISO 14000 family of standards is presented in the Bibliography.
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD ISO 14050:2020(E)

Environmental management — Vocabulary

1 Scope

This document defines terms used in documents in the fields of environmental management systems
and tools in support of sustainable development. These include management systems, auditing and
other_types of assessment, communications, footprinting studies, greenhouse gas mitigation and
adapttation to climate change.

2 Normative references

Therge are no normative references in this document.

3 Terms and definitions
ISO gnd IEC maintain terminological databases for use in standardization at the following dddresses:

— ISO Online browsing platform: available at https://wwwiso.org/obp

— IEC Electropedia: available at http://www.electropedia.org/

3.1 | General terms relating to management systems

ization
perspn or group of people that has its owh!functions with responsibilities, authorities and relationships
to achieve its objectives (3.1.6)

3.1.2
interested party
stak¢holder

person or organization (8:1.) that can affect, be affected by, or perceive itself to be affected by a
decidion or activity

3.1.3
top (nanagement
person or grotp'of people who directs and controls an organization (3.1.1) at the highest leyel

(3.1.5) and

objectives (3.1.6), as well as procsses (3.1.9) to achieve those objectives

3.1.5
policy
intentions and direction of an organization (3.1.1), as formally expressed by its top management (3.1.3)

3.1.6
objective
result to be achieved

3.1.7
risk
effect of uncertainty

© IS0 2020 - All rights reserved 1
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3.1.8
hazard

:2020(E)

potential source of injury or damage to the health of people, or damage to property or the
environment (3.2.2)

3.19
process

set of interrelated or interacting activities that uses or transforms inputs to deliver a result

3.1.10

competence

ablllty to ap }_y }\uuvvlcdsc aud o}u}}o to a\,hicvc iutcudcd T cou}to

3.1.11

documenteld information

information| required to be controlled and maintained by an organization (3.1.1) and the mediu

which itisc

3.1.12
performan
measurable

3.1.13

bntained

Ce
result

continual improvement

recurring aq

3.1.14
effectivene
extent to wh

3.1.15

requirement

need or exp

3.1.16
conformityj
fulfilment o

3.1.17
nonconforr
non-fulfilmd

3.1.18

tivity to enhance performance (3.1.12)

5S
ich planned activities are realized and plannéd results achieved

bctation that is stated, generally implied or obligatory

F a requirement (3.1.15)

hity
nt of a requirement (3.1.15)

corrective action

action to eli

3.1.19

minate'the cause(s) of a nonconformity (3.1.17) and to prevent recurrence

m on

audit

systematic and independent process (3.1.9) for obtaining evidence and evaluating it objectively to
determine the extent to which the audit criteria (3.4.44) are fulfilled

3.1.20

measurement
process (3.1.9) to determine a value

3.1.21

monitoring
determining the status of a system, a process (3.1.9) or an activity

© IS0 2020 - All rights reserved
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General terms relating to environmental management

3.2.1
environmental management
set of coordinated activities within an organization (3.1.1) related to its environmental aspects (3.2.20)

3.2.2
environment

surroundings in which an organization (3.1.1) operates, including air, water,

resources (3.2.5), flora, fauna, humans and their interrelationships

3.2.3

land (3.8.16), natural

ecos
dyn
envi

3.2.
ecos
bene

3.2.
nat
part

3.2.4
envi
state

3.2.7%
targ
inter
envir

3.2.4

stem

mic complex of communities of plants, animals and microorganisms andCthéir

onment, interacting as a functional entity

stem service
it people obtain from one or several ecosystems (3.2.3)

ral resource
of nature that provides benefits to humans or underpins human well-being

ronmental baseline
of the environment (3.2.2) without the change thatds considered

bt group
psted party (3.1.2) or interested parties selected as the focus of an organizat
onmental communication (3.7.19) actiyity

third party

pers

bn or body that is recognizedias being independent of the parties involved, as concert

in question

3.29
sust
deve
tom

3.2.3
prev
use (
or co

hinable developmeént
opment that meéts the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
pet their owrn needs

0
ention of pollution
f pracesses (3.1.9), practices, techniques, materials, products (3.5.12), or energy to a

non-living

ion’s (3.1.1)

1s the issues

generations

void, reduce

ntrol (separately or in combination) the creation, emission or discharge of any type of

pollutant or

wast

e, in order to reduce adverse environmental impacts (3.2.22)

3.2.11

area

of concern

aspect of the natural environment, human health or resources of interest to society

3.2.12

environmental topic area
area of interest or concern for environmental management (3.2.1) in an organization (3.1.1) in relation to
its surroundings

3.2.13
methodology
set of means or procedures (3.3.6) used for a specific purpose

© ISO
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transparency
open, comprehensive and understandable presentation of information

3.2.15

benchmark
reference point against which comparisons can be made

3.2.16

equity share
extent of the rights an organization (3.1.1) has to the risks (3.1.7) and rewards from an operation based

on its equity

3.2.17

local autho
public body
policies (3.1

3.2.18

site
location wit
(3.1.1) canh

3.2.19
facility
single instal
be defined V

3.2.20
environme

it 4
ITILCTICTOU

rity
civen the authority by legislation or directives of a higher level of government:to set ge
5), plans or requirements (3.1.15)

h geographical boundaries and on which activities under the‘control of an organiz
e carried out

lation, set of installations or production processes (3.19) (stationary or mobile), whicl
vithin a single geographical boundary, organizatipfial unit or production process

htal aspect

element of an organization’s (3.1.1) activities or products (3.5.12) that interacts or can interact wit

environment

3.2.21
environme

(3.2.2)

htal impact pathway

series of copsecutive, causal relationships, ultimately starting at an environmental aspect (3.2.20

ending at an

3.2.22

environme
change to t
wholly or p3

3.2.23
environme
quantity of 4

environmental impact (3.2.22)

htal impact
he environment~(3.2.2), whether adverse or beneficial, including possible conseque
rtially resulting from an organization’s (3.1.1) environmental aspects (3.2.20)

htal impact factor
bnvironmental impact (3.2.22) per quantity of environmental aspect (3.2.20)

neral

ntion

1 can

h the

and

nces,

3.2.24
indicator

quantitative, qualitative or binary variable that can be measured, calculated or described, representing
the status of operations, management, conditions or impacts

3.2.25

key performance indicator

KPI

indicator (3.2.24) of performance (3.1.12) deemed by an organization (3.1.1) to be significant and giving

prominence

and attention to certain aspects of operations, management, conditions or impacts

© IS0 2020 - All rights reserved
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3.2.26

combined indicator
indicator (3.2.24) that includes information on more than one aspect of operations, management,
conditions or impacts

3.2.27
environmental performance
performance (3.1.12) related to the management of environmental aspects (3.2.20)

3.2.28
environmental performance evaluation

EPE
proc
perfd
infor
perid

3.2.2
envi
EPI

indic
(3.2.]

3.2.3

manpgement performance indicator

MPI
envin
to in

3.2.3
oper
OPI
envin

perfd
3.2.3
envi
indic
cond
3.2.3

envi
state

3.2.3
sphe

pss (3.1.9) to facilitate management decisions regarding an organization’s (3.1.1)\en
rmance (3.2.27) by selecting indicators (3.2.24), collecting and analysing “dat4
mation against environmental performance criteria, reporting and gcommuni
dically reviewing and improving this process

9
ronmental performance indicator

ntor (3.2.24) that provides information about an organization’s{3.1.1) environmental
27)

0

onmental performance indicator (3.2.29) that prevides information about the manage
[luence an organization’s (3.1.1) environmental performance (3.2.27)

1
ational performance indicator

onmental performance indicator~(3/2.29) that provides information about the en
rmance (3.2.27) of an organizatien’s (3.1.1) operation

2

ronmental condition indicator
tor (3.2.24) that provides information about the local, regional, national or global en
tion (3.2.33)

3
ronmental condition
or charactéristic of the environment (3.2.2) as determined at a certain point in time

4
re of influence

vironmental
I, assessing
rating, and

performance

ment efforts

vironmental

vironmental

h A7 avtont of nalitinal ~onmbra sl Acapmaraies An At pralationchinc thvenniagh vahich A

rang

COT CA T T O potrortor, Cortrat o, CCoTomC o Ottt T CIotr O ST P ot U g T vy tit O o it

(3.1.1) has the ability to affect the decisions or activities of individuals or organizations

3.2.35

trade-off
decision-making actions that select from various requirements (3.1.15) and alternative solutions on the
basis of net benefit to interested parties (3.1.2)

© ISO
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3.3 Term
3.3.1

:2020(E)

s relating to environmental management systems

environmental management system

EMS

part of the management system (3.1.4) used to manage environmental aspects (3.2.20), fulfil compliance

obligations (
3.3.2

3.3.4), and address risks (3.1.7) and opportunities

environmental policy
policy (3.1.5) related to environmental performance (3.2.27)

3.3.3
environme
objective (3.|

3.34
compliancg
legal requir

htal objective
1.6) set by the organization (3.1.1) and consistent with its environmental policy {343.2)

obligation
bment that an organization (3.1.1) has to comply with or other requirement (3.1.15) th

organization has to or chooses to comply with

3.3.5

maturity le
level of achi
managemen

3.3.6
procedure
specified w4

3.4 Term

3.4.1
verificatior
conformity
confirmatio

vel
evement in the implementation process measured on a sc¢ale of maturity for environm
t system (3.3.1) elements

ly to carry out an activity or a process (3.1.9)

s relating to verification, validatieivand audit

]
hssessment
h through the provision ef‘objective evidence (3.4.32), that specified requirements (3.

have been filfilled

3.4.2
verificatior
formal decld

3.4.3
verification
one or more

| statement
ration of the-outcome of a verification (3.4.1)

| team
vexifiers (3.4.5) conducting a verification (3.4.1), supported if needed by technical ex

at an

ental

1.15)

perts

(3.4.36)

3.44

verification body
organization (3.1.1) that performs verifications (3.4.1)

3.4.5
verifier

competent and independent person or persons with responsibility for performing and reporting on a
verification (3.4.1) process (3.1.9)

3.4.6

verification plan
planning document detailing the implementation of verification (3.4.1)

© IS0 2020 - All rights reserved
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3.4.7
verification report
document detailing a verification (3.4.1) and its results

3.4.8

environmental claim verification

confirmation of the validity of an environmental claim (3.7.3) using specific predetermined criteria and
procedures (3.3.6) with an assurance of data reliability

3.49
technology

applieatiorrofsetentifiekn e
achigve an objective (3.1.6), whic

aproblem or to

Y

can result in a product (3.5.12) or process (3.1.9)
3.4.10
environmental technology

technology (3.4.9) that either results in an environmental added value (3.4.12),6rymeasures|parameters
that Indicate an environmental impact (3.2.22)

3.4.11
environmental technology verification
verification (3.4.1) of the performance (3.1.12) of an environmentaltechnology (3.4.10) by a vdrifier (3.4.5)

3.4.12
environmental added value
morg beneficial or less adverse environmental impact (3.2:22) of a technology (3.4.9) with rgspect to the
releyant alternative

3.4.13
intrusive investigation
sampling and testing requiring physical interference

3.4.14
profgssional scepticism
attityide that includes a questioning'mind and a critical assessment of evidence

3.4.15
completeness check
process (3.1.9) of verifying/whether information from the phases of a life cycle assessméent (3.6.2) is
suffitient for reaching conclusions in accordance with the goal and scope definition

3.4.16

consistency cheek
process (3.1.9)) of verifying that the assumptions, methods and data are consistently applied
thropighout:the study and are in accordance with the goal and scope definition perfoymed before
conclusions are reached

3.4.17

sensitivity check

process (3.1.9) to determine that the information obtained from a sensitivity analysis (3.6.25) is relevant
for reaching conclusions, changing results, have influence on results and giving recommendations

3.4.18

test body

organization (3.1.1) providing an environment for testing, test implementation and means for
performing and reporting on the testing

3.4.19

test plan

planning document detailing the principles, test methods, conditions, procedures (3.3.6) and data
quality (3.6.46) required to carry out testing and to produce test data

© IS0 2020 - All rights reserved 7
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3.4.20
testreport

:2020(E)

document describing conditions and results of testing, and usually including a description of or

reference to

3.4.21
validation

procedures (3.3.6)

confirmation through the provision of objective evidence (3.4.32) that the requirements (3.1.15) for a
specific intended use or application have been fulfilled

3.4.22

validation 5
formal decld

3.4.23
validation 1
one or more,
(3.4.36)

3.4.24
validation |
organization

3.4.25
validator
competent g

tai i
CAULUCIIITIIU

ration of the outcome of a validation (3.4.21)

eam
validators (3.4.25) conducting a validation (3.4.21), supported if needed by.fechnical ex|

pody
(3.1.1) that performs validations (3.4.21)

nd independent person or persons with responsibility for performing a validation (3.

and reporting on the results of the validation

3.4.26
complaint
expression
person or o]

bf dissatisfaction, other than by appeal by any person or organization (3.1.1) to an
ganization, relating to its activities, where a response is expected

3.4.27

validation ¢riteria

policy (3.1.5), procedure (3.3.6) or requirement (3.1.15) used as a reference against which evider
compared

3.4.28

level of ass
degree of re

3.4.29

conflict of i
situation in
(3.4.21) or v

3.4.30

Irance
liability the intended user requires in a validation (3.4.21) or verification (3.4.1)

nterest
which,~because of other activities or relationships, impartiality in performing valid|
erification (3.4.1) activities is or could be compromised

perts

4.21)

bther

ce is

ntion

accreditation
third-party attestation related to a validation body (3.4.24), verification body (3.4.4) or certification body
conveying a formal demonstration of its competence (3.1.10) to carry out specific validation (3.4.21) or
verification (3.4.1) tasks

3.4.31

accreditation body
authority that performs accreditation (3.4.30)

3.4.32

objective evidence
<audit> data supporting the existence or verity of something

© IS0 2020 - All rights reserved
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3.4.33
audit client
organization (3.1.1) or person requesting an audit (3.1.19)

3.4.34
auditee
organization (3.1.1) being audited

3.4.35
audit team
one or more persons conducting an audit (3.1.19), supported if needed by technical experts (3.4.36)

stems (3.1.4)

3.1.1)

rific purpose

audif criteria
set of Fequirements (3.1.15) used as a reference against which objective evidence (3.4.32) is ¢ompared

3.4.45

audit evidence

records, statements of fact or other information, which are relevant to the audit criteria (3.4.44) and
verifiable

3.4.46
audit findings
results of the evaluation of the collected audit evidence (3.4.45) against audit criteria (3.4.44)

3.4.47

audit conclusion

outcome of an audit (3.1.19), after consideration of the audit objectives (3.1.6) and all audit findings
(3.4.46)

© IS0 2020 - All rights reserved 9
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certification
third-party attestation related to an object of conformity assessment, with the exception of accreditation

(3.4.30)
[SOURCE: IS
3.4.49

O/IEC 17000:2020, 7.6]

environmental information validation
process (3.1.9) to evaluate the reasonableness of the assumptions, limitations, and methods that support

an environm

ental information statement (3.4.51) about the outcome of future activities

3.4.50

environme
process (3.1
and inform4d

3.4.51
environme

htal information verification
9) for evaluating an environmental information statement (3.4.51) based on historical
tion to determine whether the statement is materially correct and conforms-to criteri

htal information statement

environmental information claim

declaration

3.5 Term

3.5.1

product sy
collection o
one or more

3.5.2

process eng
energy inpu
excluding er]

3.5.3
product flo
products (3.]

3.5.4
energy use
manner or K

3.5.5
product sy
worth or de

pf environmental information

s relating to product systems

tem
unit processes (3.6.9) with elementary flows (3.62) and product flows (3.5.3), perfor
defined functions and which models the life cycle (3.6.1) of a product (3.5.12)

Ergy

lergy inputs for production and délivery of the process energy itself

w

b.12) entering from or léaying to another product system (3.5.1)

ind of applicafion of energy

tem valué
Sirability ascribed to a product system (3.5.1)

t required for operating the process-(3.1.9) or equipment within a unit process (3L

data

ming

.6.9),

3.5.6

product system value indicator
numerical quantity representing the product system value (3.5.5)

3.5.7

product standard
standard that specifies requirements (3.1.15) to be fulfilled by a product (3.5.12) or group of products to

establish its

3.5.8

fitness for purpose (3.5.8)

fitness for purpose
ability of a product (3.5.12) or a process (3.1.9) to serve a defined purpose under specific conditions

10
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3.5.9
product environmental criteria

<environmental labelling> environmental requirements (3.1.15) that the product (3.5.12) has to meet in

order to be awarded an environmental label (3.7.1)

3.5.10
product environmental aspect

element of a product (3.5.12) that, during its life cycle (3.6.1), can interact with the environment (3.2.2)

3.5.11

performance tracking of an organization
fli"i'i TC—petrrorirairce . v Te—Sat otga v,
processes (3.6.9) over time, based on the same time period, system bou

ncllalry (3.6.8) and r:eﬁ

co-product

12) and unit
orting unit

prodyct (3.5.12) coming from the same unit process (3.6.9) or product system (3.5.1) as ¢ne or more

other products

3.5.14

intermediate product

outppt from a unit process (3.6.9) within a system that iS¥hput to one or more other unif
withjn the same system, where it is transformed

3.5.15
final product
prodjict (3.5.12) that requires no additional transformation (3.8.26) prior to its use

cons
indiyidual member of-the‘general public purchasing or using products (3.5.12) and propert
purploses

3.5.18
raw material
primary or,secondary material that is used to produce a product (3.5.12)

process(es)

nce (3.1.12)

y for private

3.5.19

release
emission to air or discharge to water or soil

3.5.20
design and development
process (3.1.9) that transforms requirements (3.1.15) into a product (3.5.12)

3.5.21
product function characteristic
attribute or characteristic in the performance (3.1.12) and use of a product (3.5.12)
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3.5.22

ecodesign

systematic approach that considers environmental aspects (3.2.20) in design and development (3.5.20)
with the aim to reduce adverse environmental impacts (3.2.22) throughout the life cycle (3.6.1) of a
product (3.5.12)

3.5.23

recyclable

characteristic of a product (3.5.12), including packaging (3.5.26) and associated components, that can
be diverted from the waste stream through available processes (3.1.9) and programmes, and can be
collected, processed and returned to use in the form of raw materials (3.5.18)

3.5.24
upgradabiljty
characteristic of a product (3.5.12) that allows its modules or parts to be separately-upgradéed or
replaced without having to replace the entire product

3.5.25
double counting
accounting for the inputs or outputs of a process (3.1.9) more than once

3.5.26

packaging
product (3.3.12) that is used to protect or contain another produet during transportation, storage,
marketing dr use

3.5.27
supply chain
those involyed, through upstream and downstream linkages, in activities delivering value in the [form
of a product|(3.5.12) to different interested parties (3.1.2)

3.5.28

value chain
entire sequgnce of activities or parties thaticpeate or receive value through the provision of a product
(3.5.12)

3.6 Terms relating to life cycle assessment

3.6.1

life cycle
consecutive|and interlinked’ stages from raw material (3.5.18) acquisition or generation from ndatural
resources (3}2.5) to final-disposal

3.6.2
life cycle agsessment
LCA
compilation and assessment of the inputs, outputs and the potential environmental impacts (3.2.22) of a
product system (3.5.1) throughout its life cycle (3.6.1)

3.6.3

life cycle inventory analysis

phase of life cycle assessment (3.6.2) involving the compilation and quantification of inputs and outputs
for a product (3.5.12) throughout its life cycle (3.6.1)

3.6.4

life cycle inventory analysis result

outcome of a life cycle inventory analysis (3.6.3) that catalogues the flows crossing the system boundary
(3.6.8) and provides the starting point for life cycle impact assessment (3.6.5)
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3.6.5

life cycle impact assessment

LCIA

phase of life cycle assessment (3.6.2) aimed at understanding and evaluating the magnitude and
significance of the potential environmental impacts (3.2.22) for a product system (3.5.1) throughout the
life cycle (3.6.1) of the product (3.5.12)

3.6.6

life cycle interpretation
phase of life cycle assessment (3.6.2) in which the findings of either the life cycle inventory analysis (3.6.3)
or the life cycle impact assessment (3.6.5), or both, are evaluated in relation to the defined goal and
scopf1n order to reach conclusions and recommendations

3.6.7
functional unit
quaritified performance (3.1.12) of a product system (3.5.1) for use as a referencewuit

3.6.4
system boundary
bourndary based on a set of criteria specifying which unit processes<(3.6.9) are part of| the system
undgr study

3.6.9
unitjprocess
smallest element considered in the life cycle inventory analysis (3.6.3) for which input and|output data
are duantified

3.6.10
ancillary input
material input that is used by the unit process (3.6.9) producing the product (3.5.12), but which does not
constitute part of the product

3.6.11
feedstock energy
heat |of combustion of a raw material (3.5.18) input that is not used as an energy source fo a product
system (3.5.1), expressed in teyms of higher heating value or lower heating value

3.6.12
elementary flow
matdrial or energy entering the system being studied that has been drawn from the environment (3.2.2)
withput previous human transformation (3.8.26), or material or energy leaving the system being
studjed that is reléased into the environment without subsequent human transformation

3.6.13
energy flow
input to.or output from a unit process (3.6.9), an information module (3.6.47) or a product system (3.5.1),
quantified-in-energy-units

3.6.14

intermediate flow

product flow (3.5.3), material flow (3.12.30) or energy flow (3.6.13) occurring between unit processes
(3.6.9) of the product system (3.5.1) being studied

3.6.15

reference flow

measure of the outputs from processes (3.1.9) in a given product system (3.5.1) required to fulfil the
function expressed by the functional unit (3.6.7)
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allocation

:2020(E)

partitioning the input or output of a process (3.1.9) or a product system (3.5.1) between the product
system under study and one or more other product systems

3.6.17

environmental mechanism
system of physical, chemical and biological processes (3.1.9) for a given impact category (3.6.18), linking
the life cycle inventory analysis results (3.6.4) to category indicators (3.2.24) and to category endpoints

(3.6.22)
3.6.18

impact cate
<life cycle a
analysis resy

3.6.19
impact cate
<life cycle a

3.6.20

gory
Esessment> class representing environmental issues of concern to which life cycle’inve
Its (3.6.4) can be assigned

gory indicator
ssessment> quantifiable representation of impact category (3.6.18)

weighting factor

factor that i
category ind

3.6.21
cut-off crite

applied to convert an assigned life cycle inventory analysisaesult (3.6.4) or a life cycle in
icator (3.6.19) result to the common unit of the weighting/indicator

bria

specification of the amount of material flow (3.12.30) or energy'flow (3.6.13) or the level of environm

significance

3.6.22
category e
attribute o

associated with unit processes (3.6.9) or the product system (3.5.1) to be excluded from a s

jdpoint
aspect of the natural environment, human health or resources, which identifig

environmerftal issue giving cause for concern

3.6.23

characteriz
factor deriv
analysis rest

3.6.24

uncertaint)
systematic J
(3.6.3) or pi
input uncerf

ation factor
bd from a characterization model, which is applied to convert an assigned life cycle inve
It (3.6.4) to the conumen unit of the category indicator (3.2.24)

 analysis

procedure~<(3.3.6) to quantify the uncertainty in the results of a life cycle inventory an
oduct system value (3.5.5) assessment due to the cumulative effects of model imprec
aintylahd data variability

3.6.25

ntory

hpact

ental

tudy

an

ntory

1lysis
sion,

sensitivity analysis
systematic procedure (3.3.6) for estimating the effects of the choices made regarding methods and data
on the outcome of a study

3.6.26

organizational life cycle assessment

OLCA

compilation and evaluation of the inputs, outputs and potential environmental impacts (3.2.22) of the
activities associated with an organization (3.1.1) as a whole or portion thereof adopting a life cycle
(3.6.1) perspective
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3.6.27

critical review

process intended to ensure conformity (3.1.16) of a life cycle assessment (3.6.2) or an eco-efficiency
(3.6.48) assessment to the principles and requirements (3.1.15) of the relevant International Standards

3.6.28

critical review statement

conclusive document aggregating the conclusions from the reviewer(s) regarding the life cycle
assessment (3.6.2) study, and stating unambiguously whether the life cycle assessment study is in
conformance with the requirements (3.1.15)

3.6.29
critiral review report

the reviewer(s) or the critical review panel, as well as corresponding responses from the prpctitioner of

organpization (3.1.1) (or group of organizations) that finances the criticalreview (3.6.27) of the life cycle

competent person, not employed in a full-time or part-time‘role by the commissioner of the life cycle
asse§sment (3.6.2) study or the practitioner of the life eycle assessment study, and not|involved in

etent person, employed in a full-time(or part-time role by the commissioner of the life cycle
asseysment (3.6.2) study or by the practitioner of the life cycle assessment study, but not involved in
defirling the scope of or conducting thelife cycle assessment study

3.6.33

life dycle thinking
life clycle perspective
LCT
cons]deration of the entisonmental aspects (3.2.20) relating to a product (3.5.12) during ifs entire life
cycle|(3.6.1)

3.6.34

primary data
quantified valile of a unit process (3.6.9) or an activity obtained from a direct measurement|(3.1.20) or a
calcylation’based on direct measurements at the original source

3.6.35
secondary data
data that do not fulfil the requirements (3.1.15) for primary data (3.6.34)

3.6.36
basic data
data acquired from a data acquisition process (3.1.9)

3.6.37
physical object
identifiable entity in the real world, which is described by basic data (3.6.36)
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3.6.38

site-specific data

data obtained from a direct measurement (3.1.20) or a calculation based on direct measurement at the
original source within the product system (3.5.1)

3.6.39
quantitative data
numerical data item, which includes its unit

3.6.40
quantitative information
quantitative dete (3639) thathas-been Pt oeessed-ot aua}_yocd tobe ulcauiusfu} for-a opcuiﬁ\, pttjpose

or objective [3.1.6)

3.6.41
data generator
person(s) of organization(s) (3.1.1) responsible for the modelling of the process\[3.1.9) and the
compilation|or the updating of the data

3.6.42
data documentation format
structure offthe documentation of data

3.6.43
data docunjentor
person(s) orjorganization(s) (3.1.1) responsible for entering the data into the data documentation fdrmat
(3.6.42) in ulse

3.6.44
data commy{ssioner
person(s) orjorganization(s) (3.1.1) that commissionsthe data collection and documentation

3.6.45
data field
container for specified data with a specified data type

3.6.46
data quality
characteristics of data that relate.to their ability to satisfy stated requirements (3.1.15)

3.6.47
information module
compilation|of data covering a unit process (3.6.9) or a combination of unit processes that are part ¢f the
life cycle (3.6.1) of apraduct (3.5.12)

3.6.48
eco-efficiency
aspect of sustainability relating the environmental performance (3.2.27) of a product system (3.5.1) to its
product system value (3.5.5)

3.6.49

eco-efficiency indicator

measure relating environmental performance (3.2.27) of a product system (3.5.1) to its product system
value (3.5.5)

3.6.50

eco-efficiency profile

eco-efficiency (3.6.48) assessment results relating the life cycle impact assessment (3.6.5) results to the
product system value (3.5.5) assessment results
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3.6.51

comparative eco-efficiency assertion

claim in eco-efficiency (3.6.48) regarding the superiority or equivalence of one product (3.5.12) versus a
competitor’s product that performs the same function

3.7 Terms relating to environmental labelling, declarations and communication

3.71
environmental label
claim that indicates the environmental aspects (3.2.20) of a product (3.5.12)

3.7.
ecolabelling body
third-party body, and its agents, that conducts a Type I environmental labelling programine (3.7.8)

3.7.

envifonmental claim
statgment, symbol or graphic that indicates an environmental aspect (3.2.20) of a product (3.5.12),
including any associated components and packaging (3.5.26)

3.7.4
self-fdeclared environmental claim
environmental claim (3.7.3) that is made, without an independent third-party certification| (3.4.48), by
mantifacturers, importers, distributors, retailers or anyone-elSe likely to benefit from suchfa claim

3.7.5
qualjfied environmental claim
environmental claim (3.7.3) that is accompanied by an explanatory statement (3.7.6) to dlescribe the
limits of the claim

3.7.6
explanatory statement
expldnation that is needed or given se\that an environmental claim (3.7.3) can be properly|understood
by a purchaser, potential purchaser.or-user of the product (3.5.12)

3.7.7
comparative assertion
environmental claim (3.7.83)\yregarding the superiority or equivalence of one product (3.5.12) versus a
competing product thatperforms the same function

3.7.8
Type I environmental labelling programme
voluntary, multiple-criteria-based third party (3.2.8) programme that awards a licence thalt authorizes
the Ise of senvironmental labels (3.7.1) on products (3.5.12) to indicate the overall enyironmental
prefgrabilify of a product within a particular product category based on life cycle (3.6.1) copsiderations

3.79
Type 11l environmental declaration

environmental declaration providing quantified environmental data using predetermined parameters
and, where relevant, additional environmental information

3.7.10

Type III environmental declaration programme

voluntary programme for the development and use of Type Il environmental declarations (3.7.9), based
on a set of operating rules

3.711

declared unit

quantity of a product (3.5.12) for use as a reference unit in a Type IIl environmental declaration (3.7.9) or
footprint communication (3.7.18), based on one or more information modules (3.6.47)
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3.7.12

product category rules

PCR

set of specific rules, requirements (3.1.15) and guidelines for developing Type Il environmental
declarations (3.7.9) and footprint communications (3.7.18) for one or more product (3.5.12) categories

3.7.13

product category rules review

PCR review

process (3.1.9) whereby a third-party panel verifies the product category rules (3.7.12)

product caegory rules committee
PCR committee

group of representatives of interested parties (3.1.2) tasked by the programme operator-(37.16) |with
drafting and finalizing the product category rules (3.7.12)

3.7.14 ﬁ

3.7.15

core rules
set of rules that provides consistent requirements (3.1.15) for the development of product category|rules
(3.7.12) acrgss multiple product (3.5.12) categories

3.7.16
programme operator
body that cdnducts a communication programme

3.7.17
footprint
metric(s) used to report life cycle assessment (3.6.2) results addressing an area of concern (3.2.11)

3.7.18
footprint communication
result of the¢ preparation, provision and dissethination of a footprint (3.7.17), supporting informption
and explanatory statement (3.7.6)

3.7.19
environmeptal communication
process (3.119) that an organization (3:1.1) conducts to provide and obtain information, and to engdge in
dialogue with internal and external interested parties (3.1.2), to encourage a shared understandipg of
environmerftal issues, aspects.and performance (3.1.12)

3.7.20
environmental communication policy
overall intentions and’directions of an organization (3.1.1) related to its environmental communicption
(3.2.19) as formally-expressed by top management (3.1.3)

3.7.21
environmental communication objective

overall environmental communication (3.7.19) goal consistent with the environmental communication
policy (3.7.20) that an organization (3.1.1) sets itself to achieve as part of its environmental communication
strategy (3.7.23)

3.7.22

environmental communication target

detailed performance (3.1.12) requirement (3.1.15), applicable to the organization (3.1.1), that arises
from the environmental communication objectives (3.7.21), and that needs to be set and met in order to
achieve those objectives
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3.7.23

environmental communication strategy

organization’s (3.1.1) framework for implementing its environmental communication policy (3.7.20) and
for the setting of environmental communication objectives (3.7.21) and environmental communication
targets (3.7.22)

3.8 Terms relating to climate change and climate action

3.8.1

climate
statistical description of the weather in terms of the mean and variability of relevant quantities over a
peridd of time ranging from months to thousands or millions of years

3.8.%
climpte scenario
plaugible and often simplified representation of the future climate (3.8.1),(based on ap internally
consj|stent set of climatological relationships that has been constructed for explicit use in ihvestigating
the gotential consequences of anthropogenic climate change (3.8.3)

3.8.3
climpte change
change in climate (3.8.1) that persists for an extended period, typitally decades or longer

3.8.

climpate action
human intervention to achieve climate change (3.8.3), measures or goals based on njitigation or
adapftation priorities under climate change policies (3.:1.5)

3.8.5
adaptation to climate change

climate change adaptation

process of adjustment to actual or expected climate (3.8.1) and its effects

3.8.4
climpte change mitigation

human intervention to reducé greenhouse gas emissions (3.9.8) or enhance greenhouse gas removals
(3.9.22)

3.8.7
adaptive capacity
ability of systems; institutions, humans and other organisms to adjust to potential damfage, to take
advantage of opportunities, or to respond to consequences

3.8.8
environinéental integrity
enviroamental soundness of climate actions (3.8.4) that do not lead to direct or indirect harm to the
environment

3.8.9

eligibility criteria

criteria used to demonstrate that the climate actions (3.8.4) are based on appropriate methodologies
that reduce current or future climate change risk (3.8.12)

3.8.10
climate change impact
effect on natural or human systems as a result of exposure to climate change (3.8.3)
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climate sensitivity
<climate change> degree to which a system or species is affected, either adversely or beneficially, by
climate (3.8.1) variability or climate change (3.8.3)

3.8.12

climate change risk

climate risk

potential of negative climate change impacts (3.8.10) that reflects the interaction among vulnerability
(3.8.13), climate change exposure (3.8.15) and hazard (3.1.8)

vulnerabili
<climate ch
climate chan

3.8.13
ty

3.8.14

inge> propensity or predisposition to be adversely affected by climate (3.8.1) vaftiabilj
ge (3.8.3)

vulnerability assessment

<climate ch
including ef
impacts (3.8

3.8.15
climate cha

hnge> identification of and predictions for vulnerable groups, critical areas and reg
timation of the likelihood and consequence of hazard (3.1.8) related to climate ch
.10)

nge exposure

potential imjpact of climate change (3.8.3) on locations and their social, economic and natural struc

3.8.16
land
solid surfacg

3.8.17
arable land
land (3.8.16

3.8.18
land use
LU

human use

3.8.19
direct land
dLUC
change in th

3.8.20
indirect lay

e of the earth that is not permanently covered-by water

capable of being ploughed and usedto grow crops

r management of land.(3:8.16) within the relevant boundary

use change

e humanuse of land (3.8.16) within the relevant boundary

1d-ase change

ty or

ions,
ange

fures

iLUuC

change in the use of land (3.8.16) that is a consequence of direct land use change (3.8.19) but that occurs
outside the relevant boundary

3.8.21
agroecosys

tem

spatially and functionally coherent unit of agricultural activity that includes the living and non-living
components involved in that unit as well as their interactions

3.8.22

biodiversity

biological di

versity

variability among living organisms on the earth, including the variability within and between species,
and within and between ecosystems (3.2.3)
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3.8.23
biogenic
produced in natural processes by living organisms but not fossilized or derived from fossil resources

3.8.24
biogenic carbon
carbon derived from biomass (3.8.25)

3.8.25
biomass
material of biological origin excluding material embedded in geological formations and material

t £, d o £ ils pa | i L |
ransrormea—rtorossirtzeamaceriar

3.8.36
transformation
chanjge in the fundamental attributes of natural and human systems

3.9 | Terms relating to greenhouse gases

3.9.1
greenhouse gas
GHG
gasepus constituent of the atmosphere, both natural and_ dnthropogenic, that absorbs and emits
radidtion at specific wavelengths within the spectrum of\irifrared radiation emitted by| the Earth’s
surfgce, the atmosphere and clouds

3.9.2
globpl warming potential
GWH
index, based on the radiative properties of greenhouse gases (3.9.1), measuring the radigtive forcing
folloywing a pulse emission of a unit mass*ef'a given greenhouse gas in the present-day [atmosphere
integrated over a chosen time horizon, relative to that of carbon dioxide (CO,)

3.9.3
carbjon dioxide equivalent
CO,6
CO, equivalent
unit for comparing the radiative forcing of a greenhouse gas (3.9.1) to that of carbon dioxide

3.94
greenhouse gas source

GHG|source

process (3.1.9). that releases a greenhouse gas (3.9.1) into the atmosphere

3.9.5
greenhouse gas sink

GHG sink

process (3.1.9) that removes a greenhouse gas (3.9.1) from the atmosphere

3.9.6

greenhouse gas reservoir

GHG reservoir

component, other than the atmosphere, that has the capacity to accumulate greenhouse gases (3.9.1)
and to store and release them

3.9.7

sector

<greenhouse gas management> technical area sharing common attributes and similar greenhouse gas
sources (3.9.4), greenhouse gas sinks (3.9.5) and greenhouse gas reservoirs (3.9.6)
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greenhouse gas emission

GHG emissi

on

release (3.5.19) of a greenhouse gas (3.9.1) into the atmosphere

3.99

direct greenhouse gas emission

direct GHG

emission

greenhouse gas emission (3.9.8) from greenhouse gas sources (3.9.4) owned or controlled by an
organization (3.1.1)

3.9.10

indirect greenhouse gas emission

indirect GHG emission

greenhouse |gas emission (3.9.8) that is a consequence of an organization’s (3.1.1) operations
activities, buit that arises from greenhouse gas sources (3.9.4) that are not owned or céntrolled b

organizatio

3.9.11

energy indj
energy indj
greenhouse |
an organiza

3.9.12
other indir
other indir
greenhouse
consequenc
are owned d

3.9.13
downstrea
downstrea
energy indir
products (3.]
products

3.9.14

upstream g
upstream (
energy indir
products (3.]

3.9.15
out of strea

rect greenhouse gas emission

rect GHG emission

jas emission (3.9.8) from the generation of imported electricity, heat or steam consum
fion (3.1.1)

pct greenhouse gas emission

pct GHG emission

gas emission (3.9.8), other than energy indirect greenhouse gas emissions (3.9.11), tha
e of an organization’s (3.1.1) activities, but axises from greenhouse gas sources (3.9.4)
r controlled by other organizations

m greenhouse gas emission

m GHG emission

bct greenhouse gas emission (8.9.11) and other indirect greenhouse gas emission (3.9.12)
b.12) subsequent to sale gtdelivery by an organization (3.1.1) and to the end-of-life off

reenhouse gas entission

HG emission

bct greenhouse gas emission (3.9.11) and other indirect greenhouse gas emission (3.9.12)
b.12) acquired by an organization (3.1.1)

m-greenhouse gas emission

and
y the

bd by

[ is a
that

from
such

from

out of stre

M GHG ermission

greenhouse gas emission (3.9.8) not included in either the upstream greenhouse gas emission (3.9.14) or
the downstream greenhouse gas emission (3.9.13)

3.9.16

avoided greenhouse gas emission

avoided GH

G emission

greenhouse gas emission reduction (3.9.17) that occurs outside the organizational boundaries of the
reporting organization (3.1.1) as a direct consequence of the use of its products (3.5.12)

3.9.17

greenhouse gas emission reduction
GHG emission reduction
quantified decrease in greenhouse gas emissions (3.9.8) between a baseline scenario (3.9.18) and the project
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3.9.18

baseline scenario

greenhouse gas baseline scenario

GHG baseline scenario

hypothetical reference case that best represents the conditions most likely to occur in the absence of a
proposed greenhouse gas project (3.9.26)

3.9.19

base year

specific historical period identified for the purpose of comparing the inputs or outputs of a process
(3.1.9) or other information over time

3.9.20

greenhouse gas emission factor
GHG|emission factor

coefflicient relating greenhouse gas activity data (3.9.31) with the greenhouse gaséemission (3.9.8)

39.21
directed action
specific activity or initiative, not organized as a greenhouse gas project (3.9.26), implemgnted by an
orgapization (3.1.1) to reduce or prevent direct greenhouse gas emissions (3.9.9) or indirect greenhouse
gas émissions (3.9.10), or increase greenhouse gas removals (3.9.22)

3.9.22
greenhouse gas removal

GHG{removal

withfdrawal of a greenhouse gas (3.9.1) from the atmosphere by a greenhouse gas sink (3.9.5]

3.9.23
greenhouse gas removal enhancement
GHG|removal enhancement

quaritified increase in greenhouse gas reinovals (3.9.22) between a baseline scenario (3.9{18) and the
greemhouse gas project (3.9.26)

3.9.24

greenhouse gas removal facter
GHG|removal factor

coefflicient relating greenhouse gas activity data (3.9.31) with the greenhouse gas removal (3{9.22)

3.9.25
diregt greenhousée gas removal
direct GHG remoyal

greemhouse gasremoval (3.9.22) from greenhouse gas sinks (3.9.5) owned or controlled by the
orgahization{3.1.1)

3.9.26

re houco oac nroioct
CcC T

....... gas-prejee
GHG project

activity or activities that intend to alter the conditions of a greenhouse gas (3.9.1) baseline, which
cause(s) greenhouse gas emission reductions (3.9.17) or greenhouse gas removal enhancements (3.9.23)

3.9.27

greenhouse gas project proponent

GHG project proponent

individual or organization (3.1.1) that has overall control and responsibility for a greenhouse gas project
(3.9.26)
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3.9.28

greenhouse gas programme

GHG programme

voluntary or mandatory international, national, regional, or sub-national system or scheme that
registers, accounts or manages greenhouse gas emissions (3.9.8), greenhouse gas removals (3.9.22),
greenhouse gas emission reductions (3.9.17) or greenhouse gas removal enhancements (3.9.23) outside the

organization (3.1.1) or greenhouse gas project (3.9.26)

3.9.29

greenhouse gas inventory

GHG invent

ory

list of green
emissions (3

3.9.30
greenhousg

fiotse gas sources (3.9.4), greenhouse gas Sinks (3.9.5), and their quantijied greennous
9.8) and greenhouse gas removals (3.9.22)

e gas information system

GHG information system

policies (3.1
gas (3.9.1) iy

3.9.31

greenhous;
GHG activit
quantitative
removal (3.9

3.9.32
greenhousq
GHG report
standalone
(3.9.26) gre

3.9.33
greenhousg

5), processes (3.1.9) and procedures (3.3.6) to establish, manage and maintain greenl
iformation

 gas activity data

y data

measure of activity that results in a greenhouse gas_emission (3.9.8) or greenhous
.22)

P gas report

document intended to communicate an organization’s (3.1.1) or greenhouse gas pro
enhouse gas-related information to its intended users (3.9.37)

p gas statement

GHG statement

DEPRECATH
factual and

including st
validator’s (]

3.9.34

greenhousq
GHG consul
provision of
gas data m

D: GHG assertion

bbjective declaration related to greenhouse gas (3.9.1) made by the responsible party (3
htements related to giréenhouse gas that provide the subject matter for the verifier (3.4
B.4.25) opinion

e gas consultancy services

tancy services

organization-specific or project-specific greenhouse gas (3.9.1) quantification, greenh
pnitoring (3.1.21) or recording, greenhouse gas information system (3.9.30) or int

auditing ser

b gas

jouse

b gas

ject’s

h.39)
5) or

ouse
brnal

vices, or training that supports a greenhouse gas statement (3.9.33)

3.9.35

verification
<greenhouse gas> process (3.1.9) to evaluate a statement of historical data and information to determine
if the statement is materially correct and conforms to criteria

3.9.36
validation

<greenhouse gas> process (3.1.9) to evaluate the reasonableness of the assumptions, limitations and
methods that support a statement about the outcome of future activities
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3.9.37

intended user

<greenhouse gas> individual or organization (3.1.1) identified by those reporting greenhouse gas-
related information as being the one that relies on that information to make decisions

3.9.38

materiality

<greenhouse gas> individual or the aggregation of errors, omissions and misrepresentations that could
affect the greenhouse gas statement (3.9.33) and could influence the intended users’ (3.9.37) decisions

3.9.39

respﬁuoi‘ﬁ}c pat t_y
<grepnhouse gas> person or persons responsible for the provision of the greenhouse‘\gqs statement
(3.9.33) and the supporting greenhouse gas (3.9.1) information

3.1Q Terms relating to water footprint

3.1011
water footprint
metrjic(s) that quantifies the potential environmental impacts (3.2.22) reldted to water

3.10]2
water footprint inventory
result of a water footprint inventory analysis (3.10.5), including‘elementary flows (3.6.12), whiich is usable
for syibsequent water footprint impact assessment (3.10.7)

3.10]3
direct water footprint inventory
watey footprint inventory (3.10.2) considering thé inputs and outputs resulting from actiyities within
the established organizational boundaries

3.104
indirect water footprint inventory
watey footprint inventory (3.10.2) considering the inputs and outputs resulting from an ofganization’s
(3.1.]) activities but which arise from processes (3.1.9) that are owned or controllgd by other
orgahizations

3.10{5
water footprint inventory analysis
phasg of a water footprirt assessment (3.10.6) involving the compilation and quantification gf inputs and
outplts related toywater for products (3.5.12), processes (3.1.9) or organizations (3.1.1), as stated in the
goal pnd scope definition phase

3.10{6
water footprint assessment
compilation and evaluation of the inputs, outputs and potential environmental impacts (3.4.22) related
to water used or affected by a product (3.5.1Z], process (3.1.9] or organization (3.1.1)

3.10.7

water footprint impact assessment

phase of a water footprint assessment (3.10.6), following the water footprint inventory analysis (3.10.5),
aimed at understanding and evaluating the magnitude and significance of the potential environmental
impacts (3.2.22) related to water of a product (3.5.12), process (3.1.9) or organization (3.1.1)

3.10.8

water footprint profile

compilation of impact category indicator (3.6.19) results addressing the potential environmental impacts
(3.2.22) related to water
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water body
entity of water with definite hydrological, hydrogeomorphological, physical, chemical and biological
characteristics in a given geographical area

EXAMPLE
3.10.10

Lakes, rivers, groundwaters (3.10.19), seas, icebergs, glaciers, reservoirs.

water quality
physical (e.g. thermal), chemical and biological characteristics of water with respect to its suitability
for an intended use by humans or ecosystems (3.2.3)

3.10.11

water availability

extent to wi

3.10.12
water scar(
extent to wi
basin (3.10.7

3.10.13
water use
use of watef

3.10.14

water with
anthropoge
permanentl

3.10.15
freshwater]

water havinlg a low concentration of dissolved.solids

3.10.16

brackish w
water conta
that exceed

3.10.17
seawater
water in a s¢

3.10.18

surface wat

water in ove

ich humans and ecosystems (3.2.3) have sufficient water resources for their needs

ity
hich demand for water compares to the replenishment of water in an, area, e.g. a dra
3), without taking into account the water quality (3.10.10)

by human activity

Arawal
hic removal of water from any water body (8:10.9) or drainage basin (3.10.23), €
y or temporarily

ater
ining dissolved solids at a(concentration less than that of seawater (3.10.17), but in amd
the normally acceptablé.standards for municipal, domestic and irrigation uses

£d OI' an ocean

er
rland‘flow and storage, such as rivers and lakes, excluding seawater (3.10.17)

nage

ither

unts

3.10.19

groundwater
water that is being held in, and can be recovered from, an underground formation

3.10.20

fossil water
groundwater (3.10.19) that has a negligible rate of natural recharge on the human timescale

3.10.21

water degradation
negative change in water quality (3.10.10)
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3.10.22
water table
surface of the saturated zone at which the water pressure is atmospheric

3.10.23
drainage basin

area from which direct surface runoff from precipitation drains by gravity into a stream or other water
body (3.10.9)

3.10.24
elementary water flow
watepr-entering-the-systems

g betng d-hathasb 2), or water
leaving the system being studied that is released into the environment

3.11 Terms relating to carbon footprint

3.11{1
carbon footprint of a product
CFP
sum pf greenhouse gas emissions (3.9.8) and greenhouse gas removals (3:9:22) in a product system (3.5.1),
expressed as carbon dioxide equivalents (3.9.3) and based on a life_gycle assessment (3.6.R) using the
single impact category (3.6.18) of climate change (3.8.3)

3.11{2
partjal carbon footprint of a product
partjal CFP

sum |of greenhouse gas emissions (3.9.8) and greenhouse gas removals (3.9.22) of one or mpre selected
process(es) (3.1.9) in a product system (3.5.1), expressed as carbon dioxide equivalents (3.9.3) and based
on the selected stages or processes within the lifec¢ycle (3.6.1)

3.11{3
carbjon footprint of a product - productcategory rules
CFP4PCR

set of specific rules, requirements (3.1.15) and guidelines for carbon footprint of a produgt (3.11.1) or
partial carbon footprint of a product (3.11.2) quantification and communication for one or more product
(3.5.12) categories

3.11}4
carbjon footprint of aproduct study
CFP study

study that includes.all activities that are necessary to quantify and report a carbon footprint of a product
(3.11L.1) or a partial carbon footprint of a product (3.11.2)

3.11)5
carbon‘offsetting
mec}r;nism for compensating for all or for a part of the carbon footprint of a product (3]11.1) or the
partial carbon footprint of a product (3.11.2) through the prevention of the release (3.5.19) of, reduction
in, or removal of an amount of greenhouse gas emissions (3.9.8) in a process (3.1.9) outside the product
system (3.5.1) under study

3.12 Terms relating to economy and finance

3121

management accounting

process (3.1.9) of supplying the managers and employees in an organization (3.1.1) with relevant
information, both financial and non-financial, for making decisions, allocating resources, and monitoring
(3.1.21), evaluating and rewarding performance (3.1.12)
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environmental benefit
internal or external gain related to the environment (3.2.2)

3.12.3
co-benefit

benefit accompanying the intended benefits

3.12.4

discounting
process of calculating the present value of future monetary values (3.12.7)

3.12.5

financial cg
ability to dif
benefits fro

3.12.6
monetary V
procedure (3

3.12.7
monetary V

amount of
(3.12.15)

3.12.8
reference u
unit of enviy

3.12.9

total econgﬁnic value

net sum of all relevant use values (3.12.10) and non-use values (3.12.11)
3.12.10

use value

monetary va

3.12.11
non-use va
monetary va

3.12.12
externalityj
external effi
consequenc

ntrol

n its activities

aluation
.3.6) for determining monetary value (3.12.7)

alue
money representing willingness to pay (3.12.14) or willingness to accept compens

nit of monetary value
onmental change for which the monetary value¥(3.12.7) is determined

lue (3.12.7) of a good (3.12.27) in relation to its actual, planned or possible use

ue
lue (3.12.7) of agood (3.12.27) independent of its actual, planned or possible use

bt
e of\an activity that affects interested parties (3.1.2) other than the organization (]}

ect the financial and operating policies (3.1.5) of the operation with a view to gain-economic

ntion

p.1.1)

undertaking

F the activity, for which the organization is neither compensated nor penalized thr

ough

markets or regulatory mechanisms

3.12.13

internalization
act of taking into account externalities in decision-making

3.12.14

willingness to pay

WTP

maximum amount of money an individual is prepared to give up to secure an environmental
improvement or to avoid an environmental loss
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3.12.15

willi

ngness to accept compensation

WTA
minimum amount of money an individual is prepared to accept as compensation to forgo an
environmental improvement or to tolerate an environmental loss

3.12.16
environmental dependency
reliance on the use of environmental resources or processes

3.12.17

envi
caus
the o

3.12
envi
inter

3.12
valu
tran
anot

3.12
reve
mond
valud

3.12

state¢d preference

mong
inaq

3.12
exte
adve

3.12
exte
posit

3.12
affeq

ol d P | £l
UIlliiicIiitar ucpcuucu\._y Pa\.uvv a_y

h] relationship ultimately starting at an environmental condition (3.2.33) and ending\af]
rganization (3.1.1)

18
ronmental cost
nal or external loss related to the environment (3.2.2)

19

e transfer

fer of a monetary value (3.12.7) estimate from a primary,monetary valuation (3.12]
her context

20

aled preference
tary value (3.12.7) placed by an individual on a market good (3.12.27) from which the|
ition of a non-market good is inferred

21

tary value (3.12.7) expressed by an individual through survey-based response for a go|
onstructed or hypothetical market

22
Fnal environmental cost
rse externality (3.12.12) due'to an organization’s (3.1.1) environmental aspects (3.2.20)

23
rnal environmental benefit
ive externality(3:12.12) due to an organization’s (3.1.1) environmental aspects (3.2.20)

24
ted human population

an effect on

L6) study to

individual’s

od (3.12.27)

ctly by the

group of people whose well-being, utility or values are influenced directly or indire
environmental impact (3.2.22)

3.12.25

equity weighting

procedure (3.3.6) to modify the costs and benefits incurred by people in different social and economic
contexts to reflect their loss of utility

3.12.26

reference situation

baseline

current or future state relative to which the assessment is performed

3.12.27
good
something that satisfies human wants or needs
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marginal utility
additional satisfaction a person gains from consuming one more unit of a good (3.12.27)

3.12.29
cost

monetary value (3.12.7) of resources consumed to perform activities

3.12.30

material flow
input or output of a material or group of materials

3.12.31

material f1
tool for qual
physical and

3.12.32
material di
proportion

3.12.33

material b4
comparison
(3.12.45) ov]

3.12.34
cost allocaf

indirect atty
(3.1.9),byu

3.12.35
cost assign
direct attrih

3.12.36

system cost

w cost accounting
tifying the flows and stocks of materials in processes (3.1.9) or production lines in
monetary units

stribution percentage

f the material inputs that flow into products (3.5.12) or material 16sses

lance
of the physical quantities of inputs, outputs and inventory changes in a quantity c
er a specified time period

ion
ibution of a cost (3.12.29) between differentobjects, such as a product (3.5.12) or pr
bing an appropriate apportionment basis

ment
ution of a cost (3.12.29) to a speCific object, such as a product (3.5.12) or process (3.1.9

cost (3.12.29) incurred in the course.of the in-house handling of material flows (3.12.30), except fqg

material cos|

3.12.37
energy cost
cost (3.12.2

3.12.38
energy loss

£ (3.12.39), energy cost(3.12.37) and waste management cost (3.12.40)

D) for electrijeity, fuels, steam, heat, compressed air and other like media

both

Pntre

pcess

r the

applied enef

gy, Jexcept energy incorporated into intended products (3.5.12)

3.12.39

material cost
cost (3.12.29) for a substance that enters or leaves a quantity centre (3.12.45)

3.12.40

waste management cost
cost (3.12.29) of handling material losses generated in a quantity centre (3.12.45)

3.12.41

environment-related internal cost
cost derived from an organization’s (3.1.1) environmental aspects (3.2.20) and environmental
dependencies (3.12.16) that is part of its financial accounting or management accounting (3.12.1)
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3.12.42

environment-related internal benefit

benefit derived from the environment (3.2.2) by an organization (3.1.1) that is part of its financial
accounting and non-financial accounting

3.12.43
environmental dependency cost
cost of adverse effects of a change or changes in environmental conditions (3.2.33) on the

organization (3.1.1)

3.12.44
envirenmentat daluasc cost

cost jof adverse environmental impacts (3.2.22) that are due to an organization’s (3.1.1)\enfvironmental
aspegts (3.2.20)

3.12}45
quantity centre
seledted part or parts of a process (3.1.9) for which inputs and outputs are*qUantified in physical and

mong¢tary units
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Annex A
(informative)

Concept relations and concept systems

A.1 General

Concepts af
relations, w|
this vocabul

NOTE Us
IEC Directivd
ISO 7041 an

A.2 Conc

A.2.1 Gen

There are tl
relations (s4
(see A.2.4).

A.2.2 Gen

Subordinate
and contair
(parent) an
mouse and (

Generic relaftions are depicted by a fanor tree diagram without arrows (see Figure A.1).

hich are represented in concept systems. Concept diagrams with most of the,cencey
ary are reproduced in A.3.

eful information about terminological principles and terminology work can be found in|
s, Part 2:2018, Clause 16, as well as in International Standards from ISO/TC 37, in parti
i 1SO 10241-1[2],

ept relations and their graphical representation

eral

\ree basic forms of concept relations, as indicated in"this annex: the hierarchical ge
e A.2.2) and partitive relations (see A.2.3), and\the non-hierarchical associative rela

eric relations

descriptions of these characteristics which distinguish them from the superord

ptical mouse to computer mouse.

pointing device

e not independent of one another. This document arranges concepts based on cmLcept

ts in

1SO/
cular,

heric
kions

concepts within the hierarchy inherit all the characteristics of the superordinate cofcept

inate

d coordinate (sibling) concepts;-e.g. the relation of mechanical mouse, optomechanical

NOTE

32

4+ la. | 4
UuLll pau LULIIputicI 11uusc st

mechanical optical mouse

mouse

optomechanical
mouse

Example from ISO 704:2009, 5.5.2.2.1.

Figure A.1 — Graphical representation of a generic relation
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A.2.3 Partitive relations

Subordinate concepts within the hierarchy form constituent parts of the superordinate concept, e.g.
mouse button, mouse cord, infrared emitter and mouse wheel may be defined as parts of the concept
optomechanical mouse. In comparison, it is inappropriate to define red cord (one possible characteristic
of mouse cord) as part of an optomechanical mouse.

Partitive relations are depicted by a rake without arrows (see Figure A.2). Singular parts are depicted
by single line, multiple parts by double lines.

NOTH

optomechanical
ImMouse
mouse mouse infrared infrared mouse
ball circuit cord <-axis y-axis émitter sensor wheel
board roller roller

Example from ISO 704:2009, 5.5.2.3.1.

Figure A.2 — Graphical representation of a partitive relation

A.2.4 Associative relations

Assogiative relations cannot provide thet-economies in description that are present in

parti

funct

tive relations but are helpful in-identifying the nature of the relation between one
another within a concept system, e.g. cause and effect, activity and location, activity and resg
ion, material and product..Besides, associative relations are the most commonly end
termfinology practical work, as they correspond to the concepts relations established in thd

Assoriative relations are déepicted by a line with arrowheads at each end (see Figure A.3).

pointer: mouse pad

computer

mouse
v

generic and
concept and
ult, tool and
ountered in
real world.

NOTE

—

-
T

mouse port -
p clicking

Example from ISO 704:2009, 5.6.2.

Figure A.3 — Graphical representation of an associative relation
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A.3 Concept diagrams

Figures A.4 through A.27 include most of the concepts that are defined in this vocabulary. Some

concepts are included in more than one concept diagram.

34

3.12 =
interested
party 3.1.3
top
management
3.1.12 3119
performance .
314 audit
management 3.1.20
system measurement
3.1.9 3.1.13
process continual 3.1.1%
improvement effectiveness
317 3.1.5 3..1.15
fisk policy 3.1.11 requirement
documented 3.1.21
information monitoring
3.1.10
t
3.18 competence 3.1.16 3.1.17
hazard b3-1.6 conformity nonconformity
objective
3.1.18
corrective action
Figure A.4 — General terms relating to management systems

3.11

organization

AN

A\
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321
environmental
/ management
.3.2.2 3.2.12
environment environmental
topic area
3.2.7 3.2.8
target third
group party
¢ ecos’slziem 3.'2.9 sl
y sustainable attea of
325 x development colhcern
natural
resource 3.24
ecosystem 3.2.10
service prevention
of pollution
3.2.6
environmental
baseline
3.2.13 e
methodology
3.2.19
3214 facility
transparency
3915 3.2.18
benchmark 3.2.16 3.2.17 site
equity local
share authority
Figure A.5 — General terms relating to environmental management — 1
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3.2.1
environmental

management \\

3.2.3F
environnjental .3'2'21 +“—> _3'2'22
aspeft environmental environmental
[ impact impact
pathway
3.2.27
environmental
3.2.23 performance
environmental
impact factor
3.2.28
environmental 3.2.33
performance environmental
evaluation condition
\ 3.2.24 $
3.2.29 indicator
environmental v
performance
indicator
3.2.30 /
management 3231
performarice operational
indicator performance
indicator JV
3.2.25
key 3.2.32
performance environmental
indicator condition
Idicator
3.2.26
combined
indicator

Figure A.6 — General terms relating to environmental management — 2
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3.3.1
environmental
management system

3.3.2
environmental
policy — , 333
environmental

objective

3.34 3.3.5 3.3.6
compliance maturity procedurg
obligation level

Figure A.7 — Terms relating to environmental management systems
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34.1

3.4.2 e
verification 4—/’» verification
statement
343
verification
team
3.4.4 3.4.13
body investigation
3.4.%
verifipr
3.4.50 3.4,14
3.46 environmental professional
vefification information scepticism
plan 3.4.8 verification
environmental
: claim 3.4.11
verification environmental
3.4.7 technology
verification verification
report
3.49
technology
X N
3.4.10
environmental
technology
z 3.4.20
test
3.4.12 v 3.4.19 report
environmental 3.4.18 test
added value test plan
3.4.15 body
coempleteness
check 3.4.16
consistency 3417
check sensitivity
check
Figure A.8 — Terms relating to verification, validation and audit — 1
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Figure A.9 — Terms relating to verification, validation and audit — 2
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Figure A.10 — Terms relating to verification, validation and audit — 3
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Figure A.11 — Terms relating to product systems — 1
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Figure A.12 —Terms relating to product systems — 2
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Figure A.13 — Terms relating to‘product systems — 3
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Figure A.14 — Terms relating to life cycle assessment — 1
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Figure A.15 — Terms relating to life cycle assessment — 2
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Figure A.16 — Terms relating to environmental labelling, declarations
and communication — 1
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Figure A.17 — Terms relating to environmental labelling, declarations
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Figure A.18 — Terms relating to climate change and climate action — 1
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Figure A.19 — Terms relating to climate changéand climate action — 2
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Figure A.20 — Terms relating to greenhouse gases — 1
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Figure A.21 — Terms relating to greenhouse gases — 2
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Figure A.23 — Terms relatingto water footprint — 1
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Figure A.24 -- Terms relating to water footprint — 2
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