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Introduction

This part of ISO 11940 provides a specification for the conversion of Thai characters (or the
transliteration of Thai obtained from ISO 11940:1998, written here <between angle brackets>) into
a broad phonetic transcription. The results of the application of the rules of this part of ISO 11940
are written here [in italics between square brackets]. Since some vowels in Thai are writte$ before
the cpnsonant which they follow in speech, text needs to be processed before the conversipn takes
placef The preposed vowels - <e>, u- <@&>, 1- <>, 1- <i>, and 1- <o> are to be placed pfter an
initia] or an initial cluster so that the phonotactics of the transposition will behaye’the samd way in
the 1gnguages that make use of the Latin script. The transcription obtained using this partl of ISO
11940 cannot be converted back to the transliteration which usually can be retransliterated to the Thai
charagcters. Certain Thai words can have more than one reading depending on its meaning in 4 certain
context. It is best for a transcriber to have a knowledge of the Thai language. The simplified phonetic
trans¢ription system devised here aims to be done automatically by fachine with minor assisfance of
human beings to select the correct transcription in relation to itsnieaning provided that pronupciation
rules |can be written in computer algorithm. A human decision is needed in instances where a word
has njore than one choice of phonetic transcription.

© 1SO 2007 — All rights reserved v
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD ISO 11940-2:2007(E)

Information and documentation — Transliteration of Thai characters into
Latin characters —

Part 2:
Simplified transcription of Thai language

1 Skope

This part of ISO 11940 includes pronunciation rules and conversion tables of Thai consongnts and
vowells. These rules are applied, in order, to each word which can be looked up or compared in the
Dictipnary of the Thai Royal Institute or a dictionary of Thai pronunciation. A short-long yowel is
not djstinguished in the simplified transcription system. The vowels 1-A%.<e-aa>, -8 <x>, 1-§ <0-a>,
and T} <o> are represented by a single transcription /o/. The simplified\fanscription system ¢loes not
inclugle the pronunciation of the tone(s) on each word. Wheneverthe-full pronunciation of eath word
is nedessary or needed, conversion of long vowels can be devi§ed and tone rules can be addgd to the
systepn to achieve the full pronunciation of each word.

2 Normative references

The fpllowing referenced documents are indispénsable for the application of this document. Fpr dated
refergnces, only the edition cited applies. Ferundated references, the latest edition of the referenced
documment (including any amendments). applies.

ISO 11940:1998, Information and documentation — Transliteration of Thai

3 Terms and definitions
For the purposes of:this document, the following terms and definitions apply.
3.1

nonsegries consonants
liquids,-fricatives, and semivowels

3.2
phonotactics
possible sequences of sounds that are acceptable in a particular language

3.3

series consonant

stops, affricates, and nasals which are classified according to their points of articulation, such as series
1 for velars, series 2 for alveopalatals or palatals, series 3 and 4 for dentals or alveolars, series 5 for
bilabials

© ISO 2007 — All rights reserved 1
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34

transcriber
one who does a conversion of Thai characters into Latin characters

4 Symbols

The letter <C> is used to represent a consonant. The apostrophe <’> is used to represent a glottal stop
sound where it physically appears in writing and pronunciation as a syllable initial.

5 Pronunciation rules

5.1

order, before a conversion is made.Conversion tables given in ISO 11940:1998 will not-yield ¢
pronundiation because pronunciation rules are not incorporated in that scheme. Nete that the
many eXceptions in the pronunciation of Thai words where spelling does not confornyto pronunci

Che pronunciation rules specified in this part of ISO 11940 are intended to becapplied in

brrect
‘e are
ntion.

Some words have the same spelling but different pronunciation depending en“their meaning, and
some words do not follow the logic of spelling rules in their pronunciatiofi:)lt is best to consylt the
Dictionpry of the Royal Institute or other Thai dictionaries for the pronunciation of the words.

5.2
mm’n

Lﬂiﬂﬁ b 3’1 ‘[ﬂi(ﬂi ﬂNLEﬁ"\] ’émﬂi d9, a9, ﬂi’JN #7974, ﬂiaﬁl Eﬁ’N ﬂi’N Eﬁ"l’JLﬂﬁl’J a9z, a9, a1

Imu lats, WUNASH, N15A, UNT, WWNESH, ASNEN, ﬂsﬂ ﬂ':nwﬁ ASINGNIA, @3, TN, FAsue,

Fither 5 <r> or the first 5 <r>, is deleted in nHUIATH, masm A&7, LNYSA, AHUATH, 939,

AT,
PN,

a9, 39, (a9)1a5ey, (859)ia5e, 130, 13N, wasa, Tasa, las, t85mg, and the second 5 <r> is delefed in
Inse, #5658, Usziads, Ushsaun, Usiase, and $9859.

nasa <kasrd> = naa <kasd>

T3 <osrm> = Tz <osm>
5.3 The preposed vowels I- <e>, u- <&>; 1- <1>, 1- <i>, and 1- <o> are transposed after the sy]lable
initial of the initial cluster before a eonversion.

unu <ethn> = nuu <thaen> [thaen]

la <ip> = Ul <pi> [pai]
5.3.1 |[f the transposed preposed vowel is next to another vowel, a special character, or a conspnant
followef by a vowel it is not further transposed.

Aty <dein> cannot be further transposed.

v g <ha ng> cannot be further transposed.

nty <ke’b> cannot be further transposed.

Wl5% <phjrach> cannot be further transposed.

5.3.2 If the transposed preposed vowel is preceded by v <h> and the next character after the vowel
i 9 <ng>, @ <y>, W <n>, § <m>, 8 <y>, 5 <r>, & <I>, or 3 <w>, it is further transposed one more time

only.

veg <heyng> = vgwa <hyeng>
#lus <hon ng> wuls <hno'ng>
vley <hiy’> = eyl <hyr>

© 1SO 2007 — All rights reserved
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5.3.3 If the transposed preposed vowel is preceded by n <k>, 2 <k>, @ <kh>, @ <k’h>, n <th>, 1
<p>, or W <ph> and the next character is 5 <r>, it is further transposed one more time only.

ﬂT‘§ﬁ <korth> = ﬂiT_ﬁ <kroth> [krot]
ALs9 <kher ng> = A5ty <khre'ng> [khreng]
Wus <phaer > = WSl <phre”> [phrae]

An /a/ is inserted into the three words atnni3n <xeikkerik>, Ui3aey <periyy>, and 1usn <park> before
the preposed vowels are further transposed after 5 to become atnnastn <xeikkareik> [ oekkaroek],
Yasteey <parelyy> [parian], Yasun <parzk> [paraek].

5.3.4| If the transposed preposed vowel is preceded by n <k>, 2 <k>, @ <kh>, U <p>, §-<ph>, or W
<ph>|and the next character is a <I>, it is further transposed one more time only.

nLdau <kel™xn> = nalaw <kler"xn> [kluean]

alag <kolng> = 2819 <klong> [khlong]

Ula <pil'> = tal <pli*> [plai]

ula <phol’ > = wal<phlo > [phio)
5.3.5| If the transposed preposed vowel is preceded by n <k>; 2-<kh>, or @ <kh>, and the next
character is 7 <w>, it is further transposed one more time only:

AW <kaew ng> = NG <kwa ng> [kwaeng]

aly <khiw™> = 2l<khwi™> [khwai]

A9 <khew ' ng> = ALy <khwe ng> [khweng]
5.3.6| If the transposed preposed vowel is preceded by 9 <k>, 8 <Ch>, a <th>, or & <5>, and fhe next
character is 4 <ng>, ¥ <n>, 4 <M>, 8 <y>, ¥ <r>, a <I>, or 7 <w>, an /a/ is inserted before p vowel
and i is further transposed after the next:éonsonant.

/89 <Cheliyng>.\ = Raat 89 <Chaletyng> [chaliang)

aLaa <theling> = naaly <thaleing> [thaloeng]

N8N <Sengl ym> = dast 8n <Sangel ym> [sangiam)
5.3.7| If the transposed preposed vowel is preceded by n <k>, 2 <kh>, or & <5> and the next character
is nof 5 <r>, a <Ix¥20f 7 <w>, an /a/ is inserted before the vowel and it is further transposed gfter the
next ¢onsonant:

nLies <kes'Tyr> = nawl 5 <kas’etyr> [kasian]

23 <khemr> = gants <khamer> [khamen]

Paaus <khaser'> [khasae]
auay <sedng> damus <sadeng> [sadaeng]
auany <Satmp‘> danua] <satemp*‘> [sataem]
auun <sebk> = dauun <Sabek> [sabaek]

auds <khasr'>

5.3.8 Ifthe transposed preposed vowel is preceded by a <t>or n <th>and the next character is a <I>
or 7 <w>, an /a/ is inserted before the vowel and it is further transposed after the next consonant.

©1S0O
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fLad <telng> = maaLy <taleng> [taleng]
NG <tews’> = naiL <tawes’> [thawet]

5.3.9 If the transposed preposed vowel is preceded by a <c>, % <ch>, W <ph>, or ¥ <m> and the next
character is ¥ <n>, 5 <r>, or a <I>, an /a/ is inserted before the vowel and it is further transposed after
the next consonant.

I <cerTyng> = 9asl e <carelyng> [cariang]
219 <chelng> Yaals <chaleng> [chaleng]
willaa <phentyd> waut e <phanetyd> [phaniat]
HAA9 <melxng> Naalny <male(xng> [malueang]

5.3.10 [f the transposed preposed vowel is preceded by @ <Ch> and the next character is.WXph>, an
/al is ingerted before the vowel and it is further transposed after the next consonant.

AWz <chephaa> = Rawe <chapheaa> [chaphd]
5.3.11 |[f the transposed preposed vowel is preceded by u <ph> and its next character is o <¢h> a

<d>, n kth>, W <n>, g <y>, or 8 <x>, an /a/ is inserted before the voweland it is further transposed
after th¢ next consonant.

W@y <phechiy> = naztey <phacheiy> [phachoen]
HLfin <phedim> = Hantus<phadeim> [phadoem)
uln <phith> = nanl&phathi> [phathai)

Wi <phank> = waiin <phanek> [phanaek]
WLeD <pheyx> = flagitd <phayex> [phayoe]

HLdey <phexiy> = waatey <phaxeiy> [pha’oen]

5.3.12 |[f the transposed preposed vowelsis-preceded by a <I> and the next character is U <b>, an /a/
is inserted before the vowel and it is further transposed after the next consonant.

atug <lebng> = aavw <labeng> [labeng]
5.4 fkk™> is to be transénbed as /ko/.

5.5 w[<h> is deletéd-when occurring as the first member of the cluster preceding 9 <ng>, fy <n>,
<n>, N KM>, 8 <X, 5 <r>, a <>, 7 <w>.

iy <hngxn> = 48U <ngxn>
1IN <hnam> = WIN <nam>

— . o < < ~ < <
5.6 % <h> in WK, WIRNEUAI, WIHNT, WINHIN, WIRNIEAT, WIRHUNT, WIRLNUNT, WIALNAIT,
WINRNU, NIIRNUALA, WKV, WI%N s deleted.

WS4 <phrm>
W3 <phramn‘>

W%y <phrhm>
W3 N <phrahmn ‘>

4 © ISO 2007 — All rights reserved
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5.7 = <i> or - <u> is deleted when it appears at the end of a word, or before 8 in the following
words: N33, N3x8n3e, n¥R3e, 0F, 1ne, \iash, 1nf, Faau1s, aandd, $nIwssh, 393590, Sunueia, :na,
5@, anf, aganaif, suiai, 516, Ui, Ulng, ﬂgum U736, ﬂﬁuasﬂwa Usuillia, ﬂiuﬂqm Uszngf,
5236, Usegh, U3da, Ugh, ﬂ'waﬂTWﬁ Joyaia, ﬁﬂa‘miﬂ WENG, WNATINGH, NN, W, L‘W‘n’iﬁl MALYIR,
AN, NIAITNGR, WY, 1R, auNIUR, ITIUNGEH, IR, B, INaA, INK, IUF, NG, 390, JNUH, auTWﬁ,
ANNA, aNyA, anif, 826, SRiR, are, §36, 11e), oy, adanIns, anludd, aalk, 87116, 8138,
au®, guiia.

5.8 @ <ti>or & <thi> is deleted in the following words: lns&n8, nswadns, yaaadnd, YsNEANS, IA0A,

a a a

INGR, dND, LanaI&aNS.

q

5.9 |a <x> preceding # <y> in g, 98NN, BEN, agi, and 8 <x> following = <@> With0\|1t being
preceded by t- <e> in the same syllable is deleted.

81N <xyak> = 21 <yak>
{8 <mux> = § <mi>

5.10 |If  <t>, @ <t>, or n <th> precedes 5 <r>, it is deleted together with 5.

B3I <ras’tre> = 971 <ras’>
IUNT <canthr> = U <can>

5.11 [Any consonant or consonant with a vowel followed by <> is deleted.

dnn <Saphth‘> = @ <Saph>
ﬁ‘nﬁ <Siththi‘> = &n <sSith>
fug <phanthu> = Wy <phan>

5.12 [ The arrangement of some Thaj-¢cofsonants into series for spelling of the words of Ppli and
SansKrit origin is as follows:

1. n <k> #.<kh> A <kh> 2 <kh> 1 <ng>
2. 9 <c> ¥ <Ch> 2 <ch> a <ch> Y <y>
3. 9 <t> 3 <th> n <th> o <t’h> o <n>
4. M <t> o <th> n <th> 5 <th> U <n>

5. U <p> W <ph> W <ph> N <ph> N <m>

2'<kh> precedes @ <kh> and is considered as a series 1 consonant.

A <k’h> precedes @ <kh> and is considered as a series 1 consonant.

7 <s> precedes & <ch> and is considered as a series 2 consonant.

A <d> precedes § <t> and is considered as a series 3 consonant

m <d> precedes » <t> and is considered as a series 4 consonant.

1 <b> precedes 1 <p> and is considered as a series 5 consonant.

8 <x> and & <h> follow W <> and are considered nonseries consonants,
and nonseries as follows:

8 <y> 5 <r> a <> 7 <wW>
Al <5> ¥ <3> & <S> w <h>
W <I>

© ISO 2007 — All rights reserved 5
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5.12.1 When & <n> is a syllable-final and is followed by a series or nonseries consonant, it is
geminated and an /a/ is inserted after it.

WsseMeMaun <phrrnnana> [phannanal
WsstMeMasn® <phrronaray> [phannarai]
goudaia <xunnahis> [ ‘unnahit]

WS5eMuUN <phrrnna>
WS5eWsN® <phrroray>
geuia <xunhis>

Word rhythms always overrule the gemination rule. If the rhythm pattern heavy-weak-heavy occurs
in a three syllable word, the gemination and /a/ insertion will not apply.

il [unhaphum) not *Aouuanil

way3 [chonburi] not *yanay3d

3293 [ratburi] not *snyyals
If the rhythm pattern weak-heavy-heavy occurs in the three syllable word, the gémination a
insertiop will not apply.

NBANT [phichitman] not *NEARANNT

gn W [suphapchon] not *gRIWNaTU
If the rijythm pattern weak-heavy-weak-heavy occurs in the four Syllable word, the geminatio

/a/ insel

5.12.2
after it.

5.12.3

consong

tion will not apply.
AWIIOW/YS [suphanburi] not *EWITOUMALS
Una/s [pathumthani] not *1 nnnasil
Nudin/ssine [matchimprathet| not *Nrainnalszine
aaN/@nw ["udomsueksal not *gANNafdnE

When u <n> is a syllable-final and\is followed by # <n>, it is geminated and an /a/ is in

suil <chnni> = suuall <chnnani> [chonnani]
U <thinpam> Nuuann <thinnanam> [thinnanam)|

When a nonseried consonant is a syllable-final and is followed by a series or a non
nt, it is gemindted and an /a/ is inserted after it.

BN <xaykar> depanty <xayyakar> ['aiyakan]
DAYTT <xasngrr> DAFa’Ts <xassangrr> [‘atsacan]

nagn <kalva> = naaagn <kallava> [kanlaval

hd /a/

h and

erted

Beries

5.12.4 When gy <y> follows a series 2 consonant, that series consonant can optionally be geminated
and an /a/ can be inserted after it. In this case 5y <y> is treated as & <y> (/y/).

21276y <xachya>
Nweyn <phichya>

aoaeyn <xachchaya> ['archayal
Wyzaay1 <phichchaya> [phitchayal

© 1SO 2007 — All rights reserved
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5.12.5 When a series consonant, except 4 <ng> or ¥ <n>, is a syllable-final and it precedes another
series consonant of different series, or a nonseries consonant, the first series consonant is geminated
and an /a/ is inserted after it.

S#nTa <rachkal> sywania <rachchakal> [ratchakan)]
DEYNl <xaymni> = deysyanal <xayyamnt> [ ‘anyamani]

5.12.6 When a consonant, both series and nonseries, is a syllable-final and is followed by the same
consonant, no gemination will occur.

5.12.7_When 11 <m>is a svllable-final and it is followed hy a series consonant of series 1 to 4 or a

nonsgries consonant, except in 8uwgn(#) <xamphvk(3’)> and 8nw1e <xamphat>, it is gepdingted and
an /a/ is inserted after it.

NN <kamethph> nuNanw <kammaethph> [kammathep]
SN <rmnt> = sNNatl <rmmani> [romméiii]

NN <xamphvk> duNawgn <xammaphvk> [ ammaphrueh
BNNWIA <xamphat> dNNawI®m <xammaphat> [‘ammaphat]

[

5.13 |If a cluster ns <kr>, @5 <tr>, N5 <thr>, or U5 <pr> functions as a syllable-final, § <r> is
delet¢d.

5.14 |All tone marks, and special marks except 9] <«> arédeleted.

il <> = W <ni> [ni]
wlu <epn> = i <pen> [pen]

5.15 | When n <k>, @ <kh>, & <kh>, 2 <¢>; n <th>, 5 <th>, ¥ <n>, U <b>, U <p>, ¥ <M>, Y <w>, &
<§>, 11 <h>, or @ <x> precedes 3C, an /oAis inserted between it and 5 <r>.

nsol <krni> = nosad <kornit> [korani]

sl <khrnt> = 20504 <khornt> [khorani]
USH <brm> = UoSN <borm> [borom]
2INe <xfthay> = B0 <xorthay> [ orathai]

5.16 |In the environthent C C,V an /a/ is inserted between the two consonants, if C, is not § <r>, &
<I>, or a<W>.

nosal <korni> = nosal <korant> [korani]
nosne <xorthay> = nosane <xorthay> [*orathail

© ISO 2007 — All rights reserved 7
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Table 1 — Consonants

No. Thai character Initial Final
1 |a<k> (k] [£]
2 |9, 9 <kh, kh> [kh] (k]
3 | @, @, n<kh, k’h, kh> [kh] [K]
4 19 <ng> [ng] [ng]
5 |a<c> [c] [£]
6 |a, e <ch, ch> [ch] none
7 | of <ch> [cT] [1]
8 |of @, a<s,§ 35,5 [s] [7]
9 |ab <y> [yl [n]
10 |4, @ <d, d> [d] [7]
11 o <t, t> [7] [7]
12 3 n!, @, a, n% 5 <th, th, t’h, th, th, th> [th] (7]
13 | e, u<n, n> 7] [n]
14 |1 <b> (0] (p]
15 |4 <p> [p] [p]
16 | ¢y <ph> [ph] none
17 | o] <f> A jone
18 |, n <ph, ph> [ph] [p]
19 [y <f> /1 [p]
20 |y <m> [m] [m]
21 | <y> [y] /]
22 | 5f <r> [r] [n]
23 | of, a1 <v, vi> [rue] none
24 19 w<l, 1> (/] (1]
25 |4, a <t, ti> [lue] none
26 [of <w> [w] [0]
27 |4, a <hrh> [h] fone
28 | P> L] [o]’
29 | 989 <#lz> [la] none
30 |9 <«> Repetition of the preceding syllable or word

HEUNN, LANT, LATUT).

1 ¢ is pronounced /d/ in N9&-, MN-, AUNA, NUNNIIN, Ve, Undie, dudia(e), dun, dauniz(n), taniz(),
yaumsn, Yaunsvnd, Joune, Yansn, Aanassa, Aanue, AuniaTs, AUNIAEN, AT, AMYINTIN, NN, yun,

2 N5 is pronounced /s/ in the following words N33UNIN, NN, AUUNIN, mﬂum(ﬂ) mLﬂum(ﬂ) mﬂum(ﬂ),
wmum(ﬂ) mmum(ﬂ) ALUNTT, NT, NIN, NIIA, mw(ﬂ) N9, NN, NIY, NIA, N, N3IA, WNIA, ns, Tnsw,
UUNT, wmaum(ﬂ) WNI, AN3, BuUN3, aum(ﬂ)
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