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Office machines and data processing equipment - 
Function key symbols on typewriters 

c 
Machines de bureau et machines employées en traitement de l'information - Symboles des touches de fonction des machines à 
écrire 

First edition - 1981-01-15 

I UDC 681.612.065 : 003.62 Ref. No. I S 0  1090-1981 (E) % 

% Descriptors : data processing equipment, office machines, typewriters, keys (keyboards), symbols, graphic characters, graphic symbols, 
instructions. 
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Foreword 
I S 0  (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of 
national standards institutes ( IS0 member bodies). The work of developing Inter- 
national Standards is carried out through IS0 technical committees. Every member 
body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been set up has the 
right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental 
and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to  
the member bodies for approval before their acceptance as International Standards by 
the I S 0  Council. 

International Standard IS0 1090 was developed by Technical Committee ISO/TC 95, 
Office machines, and was circulated to the member bodies in February 1979. 

It has been approved by the member bodies of the following countries 

Australia Germany, F. R. South Africa, Rep. of 
Canada Japan Spain 
Chile Libyan Arab Jamahiriya Sweden 
Czechoslovakia Mexico Switzerland 
Finland Poland United Kingdom 
France Romania USA 

The member body of the following country expressed disapproval of the document on 
technical grounds : 

Italy 

This International Standard cancels and replaces IS0 Recommendation R 1090-1969, 
of which it constitutes a technical revision. 

Q International Organization for Standardization, 1981 O 

Printed in Switzerland 
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD IS0  1090-1981 (E) 

Office machines and data processing equipment - 
Function key symbols on typewriters 

1 Scope and field of application IEC Publication 417, Graphical symbols for use on equipment. 
Index, survey and compilation of the single sheets. 

This International Standard specifies the symbols that shall be 
used to identify the function keys of typewriters where symbols 
rather than words are employed for this purpose. 

2 References 3 Symbol table 

IS0 7000 [and its Addendum 1111, Graphic symbols - Index, 
survey and compilation of the single sheets. 

NOTE - The exact design and dimensions of the symbols shown in 
the table are not specified in this International Standard. 

L 

1) At present at the stage of draft. 

1 

STANDARDSISO.C
OM : C

lick
 to

 vi
ew

 th
e f

ull
 PDF of

 IS
O 10

90
:19

81

https://standardsiso.com/api/?name=2a1fbb8cebb2235300de03218c8d4c3a


IS0  1090-1981 (E) 

Table 

Function Reference 
number 

1 

2 a  

2 b  

3 a  

3 b  

4 a  

4 b  

5 a  

5 b  

5 c  

5 d  

5 e  

IEC Publication 417 IS0 7000 
Symbol number Symbol number Symbol 

11 

+il+ - Vlargin release 0019 

3ack space on typewriters for languages written 
'rom left to right 

3ack space on typewriters for languages written 
'rom right to  left 

iorizontal return with linespacing on typewriters 
'or languages written from left to right I 

I I 4' 
- iorizontal return with linespacing on typewriters 

/or languages written from right to left 

Yon-decimal tabulating on typewriters for 
anguages written from left to  right +I 

Non-decimal tabulating on typewriters for 
anguages written from right to left I+ 

1 Decimal tabulating - to represent 1 

10 Decimal tabulating - to  represent 10 

100 Decimal tabulating - to represent 1 O0 

l k  Decimal tabulating - to  represent 1 O00 

10 k Decimal tabulating - to represent 10 O 0 0  

I I  

21 Symbol No. 5022 inverted. 

31 See IS0 7000/Add. 1. 

4) Symbol No. 0651 inverted. 

5) Symbol No. 0001 inverted. 

Simplified arrow shape of IS0 7000, No. 0019. 
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