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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

IEC Quality Assessment System for Electronic Components
(IECQ System) -

Basic Rules

FOREWORD

This publifation has been approved by the Management Committee (MC) of the*|[ECQ and
subsequently approved by the IEC Conformity Assessment Board (CAB).

It cancels fand replaces IECQ 01:2012, Third edition.

Changes {o the 2012 Edition relate to the clarification from the |ECConformity Assessment
Board conjcerning time limits for non-IEC member participation in IEC Conformity Agssessment
Systems gnd include changes to:

e Clausg 5.2 Membership and National organisations

e Annex|E Conditions for Bodies and Organisations, domiciled in non-IEC member [countries

Changes ipcorporated in this draft are shown using‘the tracking tool.
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IEC Quality Assessment System for Electronic Components

1 Title

(IECQ System) —

Basic Rules

The title of the System is "IEC Quality Assessment System for Electronic Components”,
hereinafter referred to as "the IECQ System" or “System”.

The abbrepiation is “I[ECQ".

2 Objegt

Taking intp account the object of the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEQ) as given
in Article 2 of the Statutes, the particular object of the IECQ Systemy operated in ponformity
with the $tatutes and under the authority of the IEC, is to facilitate international trade in
electronic [components of assessed quality, by providing a global framework for independent
assessmept and certification.

The object is achieved by the implementation of quality  assessment procedures |in such a
manner that organisations, processes, and components certified as conforming to the

requireme

The IECQ
assurance
to declare

3 Scop

The IECA
materials
specificati

The IEC(Q
organisati
safety req

System provides manufacturers with a “Supply chain verification tool” f
that electronic components, assemblies, processes and related materia
J technical Standards and Specifications.

System is applicable to all electronic components, assemblies ar
and processes,for which quality assessment is required in stang
bns approvedyfor use in the IECQ System.

System provides procedures for the quality assessment and certil
bns,processes and components but does not give assurance of compl
Lirements of equipment using those components.

nts of an applicable standard or specification, are acceptable to all participants.

br seeking
s conform

d related
ards and

ication of
ance with

The full Scope of the IECQ System as approved by the IEC Conformity Assessment Board
(CAB) is listed in Annex C.

In the

specification which is in accordance with clause 11.

4 Governing documents

IECQ System an applicable standard or specification denotes a standard or

The documents that state the Rules of the IECQ System and that govern the organization of

its work ar

e as follows:

a) the Statutes of the IEC,;
b) the Rules of Procedure of the IEC;

c) the ISO/IEC Directives, unless otherwise specified;
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d) the Basic Rules (this document) that define the principles of the IECQ System and that are
approved by the CAB;

e) the Rules of Procedure that define the working procedures of the IECQ System and its
programmes. The Rules of procedures are decided upon and amended by the
Management Committee (MC) of the IECQ, in accordance with the voting procedure
described in Clause 13. The Rules of Procedure of the IECQ System and amendments
shall be notified to the CAB;

documents prepared by the Conformity Assessment Bodies Committee (CABC) on
procedures to ensure the uniform application of the Rules of Procedure and equivalence
of national procedures, that shall be approved in accordance with the voting procedure
described in Clause 13 and shall become part of the Rules of Procedure.

ne of the
pcuments,
over the

above meptioned documents and provisions of another of the above mentioned|d
the provisfjons of the document listed in a higher position shall take precedencs
provisions|of the document listed in a lower position.

In addition| the IECQ System makes use of the following international standards:

ISO 9@
ISO 10

ISO/IE
laborat

relevamt ISO/IEC Guides

o 01, Quality Management Systems Requirements

011, Guidelines for quality and/or environmental management system auditing;

C 17025, General requirements for the compgetence of testing and falibration

ories

5 Membership and National organizations

5.1 Mem
or Associd
the IEC.

is a Full
btatutes of

bership of the IECQ System_ s open to any country in which there
te Member National Committee of the IEC, as defined in Article 4 of the §

Membership of the IECQ System is also open to non-IEC countries, subjgct to the

concurren

satisfactio

5.2 The
Committes
committee
Members

ce of the IEC Executive Committee (ExCo) regarding general IEC g
h of the specifie-requirements for membership, as set out in Annex E.

ECQ System Member Bodies nominated by Full or Associate Membe
s or ffom non-IEC member countries are entitled to participate fu
s andvactivity of the IECQ System, except that representatives of IEC
and“of non-lIEC member countries are not eligible for election to any

olicy and

r National
Ily in the
Associate
officer or

Executive

position, and not eligible to appeal decisions concerning their msdg

mbership.

Suspended IEC National Committees, or bodies notified by them for System membership,
shall not be permitted to retain membership of the IECQ System or be admitted to
membership in the System during the period of suspension. A Member Body (MB) (and its
nominated certification bodies) associated with a suspended IEC member will not be
permitted to participate in the activities of the IECQ System.

5.3 A national organization shall be established to co-ordinate the activity for the quality
assessment of electronic components, materials and processes in a participating country.
This organisation acts as the IECQ Member Body and may be the National Committee of the
IEC or a body nominated by the National Committee of the IEC. It shall be fully representative
of the national electrotechnology community and should include a wide representation from
manufacturing and user industries and standards bodies in addition to conformity assessment
interests and shall fulfil the following functions:
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the management of the operation of the IECQ System at the national level and the
responsibility for the national representation of its country in the IECQ System;

the preparation and issue of national standards and other documents associated with the
IECQ System. This function may be performed by a National Standards Organization
(NSO).

5.4 Application for membership shall be submitted to the IECQ Secretariat by the National
Committee of the IEC. The National Organization shall undertake to abide by the Basic Rules
and Rules of Procedures of the IECQ System. Applications for IECQ System membership
from non-IEC member countries will be handled in accordance with the procedure set out in

Annex E.

5.5 Any mittee of

the IEC, desiring to participate in the IECQ System shall submit an application to| the IECQ

Secretary,| accompanied by a National Statement of Surveillance Arrangements (NBSA). The

NSSA shalll consist of two parts, the first of which relates to the national administration. The

second, ere appropriate, shall consist of a series of annexes prepared.in ‘accordance with

the Rules [of Procedure by IECQ CBs recognized by the MB to operate.in“the country, giving

descriptions of their resources.

In the first|part the applicant shall make the following declarations;

a) that it fishes to be recognized as an MB;

b) that it jagrees to implement the Rules of the System and to publish documents|which are
necesgary nationally;

c) that if agrees to recognize without discrimimation all approvals, accreditations and

validations granted in accordance with the IECQ System by other participants;

d) that it pgrees to meet the financial obligations of clause 14.

The first pprt shall also give the following:information:

e) a desgription of the relationship-between the IEC National Committee, the MB and any
Certifi¢gation Body(ies) propasing to operate in the country;

f) a stat¢ment regarding thelrelationship to government and industry with reference to any
relevant law(s) and other)legal provisions.

5.6 A Mgmber Body)wishing to withdraw from membership of the IECQ System shall give at

least one |calendaryear's notice. The MB shall pay its annual dues for the cale
following the yearsduring which the notice was given, unless notice of withdrawal i
up to andlincluding 30 June, in which case the MB shall only be required to pay t

ndar year
5 received
he current

year’s dugs:

5.7 Any proposal to suspend membership of the IECQ System, or to cancel such
suspension, shall require agreement by a majority of at least four-fifths of the total number of
MBs, except in the case of suspension for non-payment of dues, application fees, surcharges,
etc. as decided by the MC.

If the suspension of the membership has not been cancelled during the year after which the
decision was taken, the body concerned shall ceases to be a member of the IECQ System.

6 Organization

6.1 The overall responsibility for the functioning of the IECQ System is vested in the MC,
which is a committee of the IEC and operates under the authority of the CAB.
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6.2 The organization comprises:

e a Management Committee (MC)

e a Conformity Assessment Bodies Committee (CABC)
e an |[ECQ Executive

e a Board of Appeal

e a Secretariat

6.3 The composition of the MC is as follows:

a) a delegation from each member country attending the MC meeting, consisting of not more
than three dnlnga’rne qlnlnninh:d hy its MB_in which at |least one dnlngqfn should be

representative of manufacturing industry interests;
b) the Officers;
c) two representative appointed by the CABC;
d) the Gdneral Secretary of the IEC.

6.4 The MC shall meet at least once per year.

6.5 The MC may establish working groups, with clearly defined terms of reference| to advise

it on mattgrs related to the management of the System.

6.6 The [MC shall establish a Conformity Assessment Bodies’ Committee (CABC) with

compositign and terms of reference in accordance-with Clause 8.

The relatignship between the MC and the CABC"is governed by the Rules of Procedpre.

6.7 The MC provides a report on itswactivities at least annually to the CAB and submits

proposals [for approval by the CAB with-regard to:

a) modifigations to the Basic Rulés of the System;

b) the appointment of officers.of-the System;

c) the buglget and annual @accounts of the System;

d) the policy of the System;

e) propodals for extensions to the Scope of the System; and

f) propodals forthe use of normative documents other than IEC Standards.

6.8 The IME'shall determine:

[OV)

questions related to membership of the IECQ System;

(=}

dues to be paid by Member Bodies;

o O

)
)
) proposed budget and annual accounts of the IECQ, for approval by the CAB;
) surcharges and the conditions under which they may be levied;

)

)

approval of the Rules of Procedure for the operation of the IECQ System;

—h

) other questions regarding the Rules of Procedure mentioned in e) above;

g) the Scope of the IECQ System (Clause 3),for subsequent approval by the CAB;
h) the standards and specifications to be used in the IECQ System;

i) acceptance of Member Bodies (MBs) of the IECQ System;

j) acceptance, rejection and suspension of Certification Bodies (IECQ CBs);

k) appointment of the Chairman and members of the Board of Appeal; and

I) appointment of the Chairman and the Secretary of the CABC.
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6.9 The MC shall also have the following responsibilities:

o T o

)
)
)
)

o

CAB.

to promote the IECQ System;
to submit an annual report on its activities to the CAB;

7 Officers and administration

71

The Officers of the IECQ System are:

IECQ 01:2014 © IEC 2014

to manage the IECQ System in accordance with the Basic Rules of the IECQ Scheme;

to carry out any other tasks relevant to the object of the IECQ System, given to it by the

the Ch
the Vig
the Tre
the Se

7.2 The

the MC, w
appointme
his/her ter|

7.3 The
by the MC
re-appoint
Vice-Chait
takes the

7.4 The

the MC, w
appointme
Treasurer

7.5 The
has been

7.6 The
second cd

airman
e-Chairman
asurer

Cretary

Chairman is appointed for a period of three years by the"CAB, on a nonj
th the possibility of re-appointment for one further petiod of three years.
nts for three years are permitted, but only if there.are no other nominatio
m of office, the Chairman shall not act as a national delegate to the MC.

ice-Chairman is appointed for a period of three years by the CAB, on a1

., with the possibility of re-appointment.fer’one further period of three yea
ments for three years are permitted, but'only if there are no other noming
man may at the same time be a national delegate to the MC, except wh
Chair at a meeting.

[reasurer is appointed for alperiod of three years by the CAB, on a nonj
th the possibility of re-appointment for one further period of three years.

may at the same time be a national delegate to the MC.

Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and Treasurer may continue to serve until a
hppointed by.the CAB.

Secretariat may be located at the Central Office of the IEC or elsewhg
se, (the MC shall decide on the degree of administrative support that

provided b

ination by
Further re-
hs. During

omination
's. Further
tions. The
en he/she

ination by
Further re-

nts for three years are-permitted, but only if there are no other nominations. The

Successor

re. In the
should be

y.the Central Office.

7.7 The Secretary is appointed for a period of five years by the CAB, on nomination by the
MC and is eligible for re-appointment without restriction. The Secretary shall not act as a
national delegate to the MC.

7.8 The Secretary is entrusted with the Chief Executive Officer functions in relation to
the IECQ System and shall be responsible for the execution of those duties prescribed in
these Basic Rules and in the Rules of Procedure. The Secretary shall implement the
decisions of the MC.

The Secre
a)
b)
c) circula

tary of the IECQ System is responsible to:

provide the secretarial services of the IECQ MC;
handle the daily financial matters of the Secretariat of the IECQ System;

te to the Member Bodies the accounts of the IECQ System;


https://iecnorm.com/api/?name=8cf1a7824ef1944acb6430a9c5c8eeea

IECQ 01:2014 © IEC 2014 -9-

d) accept or reject applications from candidate IECQ CBs in accordance with the Rules of
Procedure of the IECQ System as approved by the MC;

e) organize initial assessment and reassessment of IECQ CBs, including the appointment of
assessors;

f) handle requests for extension of acceptance from IECQ CBs;

g) keep up to date records regarding the IECQ CBs;
be responsible for editing and approval for the publication of the IECQ publications;

provide administrative support to the CABC; and

any other duties allocated by the MC or its Chairman.

7.9 The Chairman. the Vice-Chairman. the Treasurer and the Secretary shall tak

office on

the first d
appointed

7.10 The

the CA
the Ch
the Vig
the Im

O T Q

)
)
)
)

(o

7.11 The
meetings,

attend all

Any decis
in the min

8 Conformity Assessment Bodies’ Committee (CABC)

8.1 The
Rules of
ordination
quality ass

All decisigq

y of January of the year following the meeting of the CAB at which they
unless otherwise determined by the CAB.

Executive of the IECQ System comprises:

B appointed Officers of the System;
airman of the CABC;

e Chairman of the CABC;

mediate Past IECQ Chairman.

Executive of the IECQ System is empowered to make decisions be

meetings associated with the IECQ System.

htes.

CABC is responsible to the MC for the supervision of the uniform applic

of the activities of IECQ CBs. It shall advise the MC on any matters
essment:

ns ‘made by the CABC shall be regarded as binding on the IECQ (

delegation

i
Procedure coneerning quality assessment and includes among its duti

have been

ween MC

as delegated to them by the MC. They shall, in addition, carry out any other task(s)
assigned fo them by the MC. With the Chairman’s’agreement, Members of the Exeq

utive may

on on matters delegated to the-Executive shall be reported to the MC and recorded

ion of the
s the co-
related to

IBs. Each

shall indicate, at the request of the CABC Chairman, the date on which

A decision

will become effective inits country.

8.2 The composition of the CABC is as follows:

a) a permanent delegation from each IECQ CB comprising no more than three persons;

b) a Chairman;

c) a Vice-Chairman;

d) a Secretary;

e) the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the MC or, in their absence representatives appointed
by the Chairman.

8.3 The Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the CABC shall be appointed by the MC upon
nomination by the CABC, for a period of three years, with the possibility of re-appointment for
one further period of three years. During this term of office the Chairman shall not act as a
national delegate.
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The principal duties of the Chairman are as follows:

de upon the agendas for meetings of the CABC;

to convene meetings of the CABC,;
to preside over meetings of the CABC;

e observers to meetings whenever appropriate;

to act on behalf of the CABC between its meetings;

sle of incapacity or resignation of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman shal

f Chairman until a replacement Chairman is appointed.

a) to deci
b)
c)
d) to invit
e)
f)
9)
the System.
In the ca
functions
8.4 Thel

9 Board of Appeal

9.1 Ther
a) to rec
these
b) to con
regard
compr
c) to rep
conte
applic
9.2 The
of whom

nomination by the Member Bedies of the IECQ.

Their term
IECQ CB
the same

9.3 The

ing complaints received regarding possible infringements of the Rules

ECQ Secretary shall act as the Secretary of the CABC.

esponsibilities of the Board of Appeal are:
bmmend a solution to any dispute referred ta itvwith regard to the app
basic rules;

sider and then recommend any actions tovbe taken against MBs and

bmise the credibility of the IECQ Systen;

brt to the MC, for appropriate dction, any observations relating to the
t of the standards and specifications accepted for use in the IECQ
tions, that have become evident when investigating a complaint.

Board of Appeal shall consist of a Chairman and four members with depy
thall be associated, with an IECQ CB. They shall be appointed by the

of office shall'be three years, provided that they continue to be associat
and they shall' be eligible for re-appointment for one further three year t
conditions,

Secretary of the IECQ shall act as the Secretary of the Board of Appea

IECQ 01:2014 © IEC 2014

to ensure, in co-operation with the Secretary that the decisions of the MC are carried out;
to give guidance to the Secretary on behalf of the CABC in accordance with the Rules of

| fulfill the

lication of

ECQ CBs
that could

technical
and their

ties, each
MC, upon

cd with an
erm under

and shall

have no ri

ghi'of vote.

9.4 For considering a case submitted to the Board of Appeal, the Chairman and all four
members or their deputies shall be present. A case may be dealt with by correspondence,
with the agreement of all parties involved.

9.5 Neither the Chairman of the Board of Appeal, nor the four members or deputies shall
serve in a case in which an IECQ CB of their MB is involved. When necessary in such an
event, a person associated with an IECQ CB in a country not involved in the case shall be

appointed

by the Chairman of the MC.

9.6 The parties interested shall have the right to be heard by the Board of Appeal.

9.7 Decisions of the Board of Appeal regarding its recommendations shall be taken by a
simple majority of the four members. If the votes are equally divided, the Chairman shall have
the casting vote.
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9.8 If a recommendation from the Board of Appeal is not implemented to its satisfaction, it
may submit the case to the MC for appropriate action.

9.9 The procedure for the Board of Appeal is given in annex A.

10 Legal provisions

10.1 International level

10.1.1 The IECQ MC does not engage in trade, is non-profit making and does not take part
in any other economic pursuit on its own behalf. It has no price-regulating function. It focuses
its activities totally on achieving the object of clause 2.

The decidions of the MC are made voluntarily on the basis of the prescriged voting
procedurep.

10.1.2 The seat of the IECQ System shall be the same as that of the IEC.
In the cas¢ of conflict the laws of the country in which the IEC has. iis, seat shall apply.

10.2 Natjonal level

For the national organizations the laws of the relevant countries shall apply.

Nothing fqund in these Basic Rules or in the Rules, of Procedure shall violate, or pause any
acts that %iolate, the laws of a country in which the-System operates. It is the respopnsibility of

the relevgnt MB in each participating country in the establishment of the natipnal rules
implementing the System, to provide the ne@essary legal protection against any Violation of
that countfy’s law.

10.3 Legal protection

The grantipg of certification of conformity or IECQ Approvals shall not transfer to thé¢ MC or to
the IEC any of the legal responsibilities incumbent, under the national or international law, on
the manufpcturer, specialist contractor, distributor or any other organisation of the product or
management system or process so certified.

10.4 Exclusion of liability

The national arganizations acting on behalf of the MC shall do so on their own regponsibility
and shall tlake all possible steps to exclude any liability from falling on the MC or on fthe IEC.

10.5 Exoneration

In the case that the MC or the IEC is held legally responsible, under national or international
law, for any action taken by a national organization acting on behalf of the MC, then the
national organization involved shall undertake to exonerate fully the MC and the IEC from
such liabilities.

11 Standards and specifications

11.1 The IECQ System is based primarily on the use of International standards that include
the necessary provisions for quality assessment as proposed for use by the MC and approved
by the CAB. The list of standards and other normative document types approved by the CAB
for use in the System is included in Annex D.
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11.2 However, in the absence of an applicable standard, as defined in 11.1, use can be
made provisionally of other documents that fall within the Scope (Clause 3). A proposal to use
such documents shall be submitted to the CAB for approval. The IECQ Rules of Procedure
shall define the process for the approval of Specifications.

The MC may request the relevant IEC technical committee to prepare as quickly as possible
an |IEC standard to cover the scope of the provisional documents in accordance with the
normal |IEC rules and procedures.

A provisional specification may be used to grant component approvals, but shall not be used
for this purpose after the issue of an applicable IEC standard, approved for use in the IECQ
System.

12 Qualilty assessment

12.1 Ass
the applig
supervisio
the IECQ

urance that components, materials and/or processes conform to the ‘fequifements of
able specification is given by an attestation of conformitys granted under the
h of an approved Certification Body, in accordance with the Rules of Procedure of
System.

12.2 The
system re
recommen
appropriat

Rules of Procedure shall prescribe the requirements for approval of the quality
guirements of the IECQ System that shall make use of the requirements and/or
dations stated in ISO 9001, latest issue, andvin the recommendatigns of the
e ISO/IEC Guides or International Standards-and Guides.

13 Voting

131 Ad

within the
MC shall K

13.2 The
quorum. E
majority of

Abstention
are equall

Decisions

bcision by vote of the MBs, in accordance with 13.2 or 13.3, shall be im
IECQ System. Each MB present shall have one vote only. No other men
ave a vote.

presence of half the ‘ndmber of the MBs, at an MC meeting, shall c¢
xcept as otherwise, provided, decisions in meetings shall be taken by
votes of the MBs-present and voting. Voting by proxy is not permitted.

is not considered as voting. The Chairman shall normally not vote, but if
y divided_the'Chairman shall decide the course of action.

are(normally taken during meetings but may also be taken between mg

plemented
ber of the

nstitute a
a simple

the votes

etings via

corresponglence.

Except as otherwise provided, decisions on matters voted upon by correspondence shall be
taken by a simple majority of votes of those MBs voting. Abstention is not considered as
voting. A vote by correspondence is terminated when all MBs have voted or one month after
the date of circulation of the voting document, whichever results in a shorter period, except
that in the case of voting on the approval of the annual financial accounts and the annual
budgets a shorter voting period will be determined by the Chairman to meet IEC
requirements. The Chairman may decide to extend the voting period beyond one month for
certain matters. If the votes are equally divided, the Chairman shall decide on the action to be
taken.

When determining the total number of MBs, bodies whose membership has been suspended
shall not be taken into consideration.
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13.3 Decisions affecting the Rules of Procedure of the IECQ System shall be taken by
the MC. Decisions concerning amendments to the Rules of Procedure may be taken at a
meeting or via correspondence. Such amendments are approved according to the voting rules
of Clause 13.2.

14 Finance

14.1 The IECQ System shall be self-financing and non-profit making, with income derived
from dues and fees determined by the MC.

14.2 The financial administration of the IECQ System shall be the responsibility of the MC.

14.3 The|financial year of the IECQ System shall be the calendar year.

14.4 The
prepared

, shall be
the draft

draft annual budget of the MC, including the proposed dues and, feeg
by the Treasurer and the Secretary. During the first week in./February

annual bu
circulated
the third w

to the CAB.

14.5 Par
June each

14.6 Eacg
the accou
auditor an
correspon

14.7 Any|
that year
it has no
MC, or to
Certificatid
in the acti

Suspensio
the MB ha

15 Amer

Ints of the IECQ System for the precéding year, duly ratified by a pr

:[i]ght to send a delegation\to the MC or to receive documents or publicati

dget for the following year, together with the proposed dues-and fees
to the participating MBs, for approval by correspondencemmne”later than
eek in March. The approved annual budget of the IECQ{System shall be

icipating countries shall pay their annual dues 40ythe Secretariat no latg
year.

h year, not later than mid March, the Secretary shall send to the particip

H signed by the Treasurer of the MC..The MC shall endorse the audited a
Hence no later than the end of March, for submission to the CAB.

MB whose dues for a given calendar year have not been paid by 31st De
ay have its participation. suspended by decision of the MC. During this s

vote. The right to make use of the certification procedure is also

n Bodies associated\with such suspended MBs shall not be permitted to
ities of the IECQ_System.

n of membership for a non-payment of dues shall be immediately cance
s fully paicdhany over-due and current dues.

dments to the Basic Rules

, shall be
he end of
forwarded

br than 30

ating MBs
ofessional
ccounts by

cember of
uspension
ons of the
vithdrawn.
barticipate

lled when

Any proposals for amendment to these Basic Rules shall be communicated in writing by the
proposer (MB, CABC member or Executive) to the Secretary who shall circulate details to all
MBs, at least six weeks prior to the MC meeting at which the proposed amendments are to be
considered. Such amendments are approved if two-thirds of the MBs present are in favour. If
approved by the MC, the proposed amendments shall be submitted to the CAB for approval.

16 Dissolution of the IECQ System

Any proposal for dissolution of the IECQ System, if supported by more than four-fifths of the
total number of member MBs, shall be submitted to the CAB for approval and any necessary
action. The CAB shall determine the disposal of remaining property and funds after the
settlement of all liabilities.
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Annex A
(normative)

Procedure for the Board of Appeal

right to submit an appeal to the Board of Appeal.

IECQ 01:2014 © IEC 2014

An applicant, an IECQ CB or a Member Body (MB) of the IECQ System shall have the

A.2 When an applicant wishes to appeal against a decision taken by an IECQ CB about a
matter with which this applicant is concerned, the applicant shall first appeal according to the
appeal procedure of the IECQ CB concerned, when that procedure is applicable.

If the app
applicant
procedure
the IECQ
for the apy

A.3 Whe
to the Seg
an agreen

A.4

licant is not satisfied with the outcome of the appeal at national. levg
hinks that the decision is against the Rules of the IECQ, or if thé)hatio

| and the
hal appeal

is not applicable, the applicant may submit an appeal in writing 'to‘the Secretary of

vithin one month after having been informed of the decision, setting out 3
eal.

h one of the parties listed in A.1 wishes to submit an dppeal, it shall do sq
retary of the IECQ, within one month after having eoncluded that it cann
ent, setting out its reasons in full.

In onlder to consider a case, the Board of Appeal'should normally meet in c

with a me
complaina
the four m
shall be n
IECQ befag

A.5 Whe
informatio

the ap

the tex
iS essé

the do
NOTE Doc

reports phot
as necessar

A

bting of the MC. The Board of Appeal may however meet at any time, pr
t expresses willingness to pay the traveling and living expenses for the
mbers and the Secretary of the Board~of Appeal for this meeting. These
ptified in advance to the complainapt and shall have been paid to the acc
re the meeting can take place.

h the Board of Appeal meets to consider an appeal as per A.4, the
n shall be available:
beal;

t of all correspondence between the parties and with the Secretary of the
ntial for the appeal,;

cumentedc@vidence that has been provided to the Secretary of the IECQ.

mented, evidence comprises but is not limited to: infringement cases, extracts from

Il reasons

in writing
bt come to

onjunction
bvided the
Chairman,
expenses
unt of the

following

IECQ that

the relevant
ibooks, etc.,

bgraphs’ of the equipment or a specimen of it, drawings, circuit diagrams, instruction han

Secretary of
will serve on

ys\Normally, these documents should be circulated at least four weeks before the mef

ting by the

t€s when they

the case. Copies of all documents shall also be sent to the parties.

A.6 When the parties have agreed that the matter may be dealt with by correspondence,
clause A.5 also applies. The complainant shall have expressed its willingness to pay the
costs, if any. The Chairman of the Board of Appeal may then propose a solution for
consideration by the members of the Board of Appeal. It is the duty of the Secretary of the
IECQ to assist the members and the parties. When the decision is taken by correspondence,
notes or minutes relevant to the decision shall be written.

A.7 The Board of Appeal shall deal with the case confidentially.

A.8 The parties involved each have the right to call an expert to advise the Board of Appeal
on matters relevant to the case.

A.9 During the adjudication of the case, only the Chairman, the four members or their
deputies and the Secretary of the Board of Appeal shall be present.
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A.10 The Board of Appeal shall give its recommendations in writing, within one month after
the meeting, to the parties, and, if action with regard to standards is needed, to the General
Secretary of the IEC.

A.11 The recommendations of the Board of Appeal shall be presented to the MC at its next
meeting in such a way as to safeguard the anonymity of the parties, when that is desired.
When an IECQ CB or a MB of the IECQ has not followed a recommendation of the Board of
Appeal, the MC shall decide on appropriate steps to be taken.
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Annex B
(normative)

Terms and definitions

The following definitions apply in the context of the Basic Rules and Rules of Procedure of the
IEC Quality Assessment System for Electronic Components (the IECQ System).

B.1
quality assessment
the totality of measures carried out consistently and systematically in order to ensure that a

product cdnforms with the requirements of a stated specification

B.2

participatjng country

a country [in which the National Committee of the IEC, or a body recognized by the National
Committeg of the IEC, has been admitted into the System through having met the
participatipn requirements

B.3

specification

a detailed| statement of a set of requirements to be satisfied by a product, a material or a
process, indicating, when appropriate, the procedure by:means of which it may be determined
whether tHe requirements are satisfied

B.4

standard

document| established by consensus and-approved by a recognized body, that prpvides, for
common gnd repeated use, rules, guidelines or characteristics for activities or their results,
aimed at the achievement of the optimum degree of order in a given context

NOTE Standards should be based on_ the/consolidated results of science, technology and experiencg, and aimed
at the promation of optimum community benefits.

B.5

applicablé standard, or applicable specification

a standard, or specification, applicable to an organisation, component, group of components,
material, ¢r process and which has been written in accordance with the Rules of|the IECQ
System, of sughireference standards, or specifications, as have been adopted for juse within
the Systemp

B.6

provisional specification

a specification or part thereof, allowed for use temporarily under the System in the absence of
an applicable specification

B.7

detail specification

a document which gives directly, or by making reference to other documents, all information
necessary to completely describe a given component, range of components or material and to
ensure conformance thereof with the requirements for quality assessment

B.8

distributor

an organization contractually authorized by one or more manufacturers to store, repack and
sell completely finished components from these manufacturers
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B.9

independent testing laboratory

an organization wishing to make its services available to other organizations within the
System, which has the facilities and capability to carry out tests and measurements on
electronic components or materials in accordance with their specification(s) and which is
independent of a manufacturer’s production department

B.10

manufacturer of an electronic component

an organization, situated at a stated location or stated locations, that carries out or controls
such stages in the manufacture, inspection, handling and storage of an electronic component
that enables it to accept responsibility for the quality assessment of that component

B.11

Designatgd Management Representative (DMR)

a person| acceptable to the Certification Body (IECQ CB), who is a meéember of the
organizatipn (manufacturer, distributor, independent testing laboratory, specialist ¢ontractor)
concerned and who is responsible for the quality system of that organization. This| person is
the normal means of communication between the Sl and the organization

B.12

approval pf manufacturer

a decision] by the Certification Body (CB) that a manufacturér has the organizatign and the
facilities fo assure the production and supply of components in accordance| with the
requiremepts of the System, and that the manufacturer.meets the requirements of the System
B.13

approval pf distributor

a decisionl by the CB that a distributor has the organization and the facilities neg¢essary to
assure thg supply of components in accordance with the requirements of the Systen

B.14

specialist| contractor

a contracior providing a specialist/ process capability or technical service to the|electronic
componenits industry

B.15

accreditation of independent testing laboratory

a decision| by the CB/that a testing laboratory is capable of carrying out its function|under the
System and is free) from any influence which would prevent it from acting in an impartial
manner

B.16

inspection (of components and materials)

the process of selecting samples from an inspection lot; measuring, examining, testing or
otherwise comparing each specimen of these samples with the requirements of the applicable
specification; deciding whether the sample complies with the applicable specification and
what subsequent action shall be taken with regard to the inspection lot

B.17

quality conformance inspection

an inspection carried out by or on behalf of the manufacturer under the surveillance of an
IECQ CB on the components and materials he manufactures, in order to establish that their
quality is being maintained in accordance with the requirements of the applicable specification
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B.18

release

a decision, taken in accordance with the Rules of the System, that an inspection lot has
successfully passed all the relevant requirements of the applicable specification(s)

B.19

measurement standard

an instrument, a device, or a material of known characteristics used to establish and maintain
the integrity of measuring equipment or measuring methods

NOTE Measurement standards are classified in different levels, for example, reference, transfer.
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