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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION 
_____________ 

 
EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES – 

 
Part 0: Equipment –  

General requirements 
 
 

FOREWORD 
1) The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is a worldwide organization for standardization comprising 

all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The object of IEC is to promote 
international co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the electrical and electronic fields. To 
this end and in addition to other activities, IEC publishes International Standards, Technical Specifications, 
Technical Reports, Publicly Available Specifications (PAS) and Guides (hereafter referred to as “IEC 
Publication(s)”). Their preparation is entrusted to technical committees; any IEC National Committee interested 
in the subject dealt with may participate in this preparatory work. International, governmental and non-
governmental organizations liaising with the IEC also participate in this preparation. IEC collaborates closely 
with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) in accordance with conditions determined by 
agreement between the two organizations. 

2) The formal decisions or agreements of IEC on technical matters express, as nearly as possible, an international 
consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since each technical committee has representation from all 
interested IEC National Committees.  

3) IEC Publications have the form of recommendations for international use and are accepted by IEC National 
Committees in that sense. While all reasonable efforts are made to ensure that the technical content of IEC 
Publications is accurate, IEC cannot be held responsible for the way in which they are used or for any 
misinterpretation by any end user. 

4) In order to promote international uniformity, IEC National Committees undertake to apply IEC Publications 
transparently to the maximum extent possible in their national and regional publications. Any divergence 
between any IEC Publication and the corresponding national or regional publication shall be clearly indicated in 
the latter. 

5) IEC provides no marking procedure to indicate its approval and cannot be rendered responsible for any 
equipment declared to be in conformity with an IEC Publication. 

6) All users should ensure that they have the latest edition of this publication. 

7) No liability shall attach to IEC or its directors, employees, servants or agents including individual experts and 
members of its technical committees and IEC National Committees for any personal injury, property damage or 
other damage of any nature whatsoever, whether direct or indirect, or for costs (including legal fees) and 
expenses arising out of the publication, use of, or reliance upon, this IEC Publication or any other IEC 
Publications.  

8) Attention is drawn to the Normative references cited in this publication. Use of the referenced publications is 
indispensable for the correct application of this publication. 

9) Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this IEC Publication may be the subject of 
patent rights. IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

International Standard IEC 60079-0 has been prepared by IEC technical committee 31: 
Equipment for explosive atmospheres. 

This fifth edition cancels and replaces the fourth edition, published in 2004, and constitutes a 
full technical revision.  

The significant changes with respect to the previous edition are listed below: 

• Requirements for explosive dust atmospheres transferred from IEC 61241-0. 

• The marking Group “II” alone has been replaced by “IIA”, “IIB”, or “IIC” as many of the 
enclosure requirements are now aligned with a specific sub-group. 

• Dust groups defined as Group IIIA, IIIB and IIIC. 

• Limits for ultrasonic and electromagnetic radiation introduced. 

• Remainder of “electrostatic” requirements transferred from IEC 60079-26. 

• Equipment protection levels (EPL) introduced. 
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• Transition of term from “apparatus” to “equipment” (where appropriate). 

The text of this standard is based on the following documents: 

FDIS Report on voting 

31/708/FDIS 31/718/RVD 

 
Full information on the voting for the approval of this standard can be found in the report on 
voting indicated in the above table. 

This publication has been drafted in accordance with the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

A list of all parts of the IEC 60079 series, under the general title Explosive atmospheres, can 
be found on the IEC website.  

Future standards in this series will carry the new general title as cited above. Titles of existing 
standards in this series will be updated at the time of a new edition. 

The committee has decided that the contents of this publication will remain unchanged until 
the maintenance result date indicated on the IEC web site under "http://webstore.iec.ch" in 
the data related to the specific publication. At this date, the publication will be  

• reconfirmed; 
• withdrawn; 
• replaced by a revised edition, or 
• amended. 

 

IECNORM.C
OM : C

lick
 to

 vi
ew

 th
e f

ull
 PDF of

 IE
C 60

07
9 0

:20
07

https://iecnorm.com/api/?name=aaaac9852811f02990fdaf47ba6aae82


 – 10 – 60079-0 © IEC:2007 

EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES – 
 

Part 0: Equipment –  
General requirements 

 
 
 

1 Scope 

This part of IEC 60079 specifies the general requirements for construction, testing and 
marking of electrical equipment and Ex components intended for use in explosive 
atmospheres. 

Unless modified by one of the standards supplementing this standard, electrical equipment 
complying with this standard is intended for use in hazardous areas in which explosive 
atmospheres exist under normal atmospheric conditions of 

• temperature –20 °C to +60 °C; 

• pressure 80 kPa (0,8 bar) to 110 kPa (1,1 bar); and  

• air with normal oxygen content, typically 21 % v/v.  

The application of electrical equipment in atmospheric conditions outside this range requires 
special consideration and may require additional assessment and testing. 

NOTE 1 Although the normal atmospheric conditions above give a temperature range for the atmosphere of -20°C 
to +60°C, the normal ambient temperature range for the equipment is -20°C to +40°C, unless otherwise specified 
and marked. See  5.1.1. 

NOTE 2 In designing equipment for operation in explosive atmospheres under conditions other than the 
atmospheric conditions given above, this standard may be used for guidance. However, additional testing related 
specifically to the intended conditions of use is recommended. This is particularly important when the types of 
protection ‘flameproof enclosure “d”’ (IEC 60079-1) and ‘intrinsic safety “i”’ (IEC 60079-11 or IEC 61241-11) are 
applied.  

NOTE 3 Requirements given in this standard result from an ignition hazard assessment made on electrical 
equipment. The ignition sources taken into account are those found associated with this type of equipment, such as 
hot surfaces, mechanically generated sparks, thermite reactions, electrical arcing and static electric discharge in 
normal industrial environments.  

NOTE 4 It is acknowledged that, with developments in technology, it may be possible to achieve the objectives of 
the IEC 60079 series of standards in respect of explosion prevention by methods that are not yet fully defined. 
Where a manufacturer wishes to take advantage of such developments, this International Standard, as well as 
other standards in the IEC 60079 series, may be applied in part. It is intended that the manufacturer prepare 
documentation that clearly defines how the IEC 60079 series of standards has been applied, together with a full 
explanation of the additional techniques employed. The designation “Ex s” has been reserved to indicate a type of 
protection that is not defined by the IEC 60079 series of standards, but may be referenced in national 
requirements.  

NOTE 5 Where an explosive gas atmosphere and a combustible dust atmosphere are, or may be, present at the 
same time, the simultaneous presence of both should be considered and may require additional protective 
measures. 

This standard does not specify requirements for safety, other than those directly related to the 
explosion risk. Ignition sources like adiabatic compression, shock waves, exothermic chemical 
reaction, self ignition of dust, naked flames and hot gases/liquids, are not addressed by this 
standard.  

NOTE 6 Such equipment should be subjected to a hazard analysis that identifies and lists all of the potential 
sources of ignition by the electrical equipment and the measures to be applied to prevent them becoming effective. 
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This standard is supplemented or modified by the following standards concerning specific 
types of protection:  

– IEC 60079-1: Gas – Flameproof enclosures "d";  
– IEC 60079-2: Gas – Pressurized enclosures "p";  
– IEC 60079-5: Gas – Powder filling "q"; 
– IEC 60079-6: Gas – Oil immersion "o"; 
– IEC 60079-7: Gas – Increased safety "e"; 
– IEC 60079-11: Gas – Intrinsic safety "i"; 
– IEC 60079-15: Gas – Type of protection “n”; 
– IEC 60079-18: Gas and Dust – Encapsulation "m"; 
– IEC 61241-1: Dust – Protection by enclosures “tD”; 
– IEC 61241-2 (IEC 61241-4): Dust – Pressurization “pD”; 
– IEC 61241-11: Dust – Intrinsic safety “iD”. 

NOTE 7 The former requirements of IEC 61241-18,  Encapsulation “mD”,  have been incorporated in IEC 60079-
18. 

This standard is supplemented or modified by the following equipment standards:  

IEC 60079-25: Electrical apparatus for explosive gas atmospheres – Part 25: Intrinsically safe 
systems  

IEC 60079-26: Explosive atmospheres – Part 26: Equipment with equipment protection level 
(EPL) Ga 

IEC 60079-28: Explosive atmospheres – Part 28: Protection of equipment and transmission 
systems using optical radiation 

IEC 62013-1: Caplights for use in mines susceptible to firedamp – Part 1: General 
requirements – Construction and testing in relation to the risk of explosion 

IEC 60079-30-1: Explosive atmospheres – Part 30-1: Electrical resistance trace heating – 
General and testing requirements. 

This standard with the additional standards mentioned above, are not applicable to the 
construction of  

• electromedical apparatus,  

• shot-firing exploders, 

• test devices for exploders, and  

• shot-firing circuits. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. 
For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition 
of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies. 

IEC 60034-1, Rotating electrical machines – Part 1: Rating and performance 

IEC 60034-5, Rotating electrical machines – Part 5: Classification of degrees of protection 
provided by the enclosures of rotating electrical machines (IP Code)  
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IEC 60050(426), International Electrotechnical Vocabulary (IEV) – Chapter 426: Electrical 
apparatus for explosive atmospheres 

IEC 60079-1, Explosive atmospheres – Part 1: Equipment protection by flameproof enclosures 
”d” 

IEC 60079-2, Explosive atmospheres – Part 2: Equipment protection by pressurized 
enclosures "p" 

IEC 60079-4, Electrical apparatus for explosive gas atmospheres – Part 4: Method of test for 
ignition temperature 

IEC 60079-5, Explosive atmospheres – Part 5: Equipment protection by powder filling "q" 

IEC 60079-6, Explosive atmospheres – Part 6: Equipment protection by oil-immersion "o" 

IEC 60079-7, Explosive atmospheres – Part 7: Equipment protection by increased safety "e" 

IEC 60079-11, Explosive atmospheres – Part 11: Equipment protection by intrinsic safety "i" 

IEC 60079-15, Electrical apparatus for explosive gas atmospheres – Part 15: Construction, test 
and marking of type of protection "n" electrical apparatus 

IEC 60079-18, Electrical apparatus for explosive gas atmospheres – Part 18: Construction, test 
and marking of type of protection encapsulation "m" electrical apparatus 

IEC 60079-25: Electrical apparatus for explosive gas atmospheres – Part 25: Intrinsically safe 
systems  

IEC 60079-26: Explosive atmospheres – Part 26: Equipment with equipment protection level 
(EPL)Ga 

IEC 60079-28: Explosive atmospheres – Part 28: Protection of equipment and transmission 
systems using optical radiation 

IEC 60079-30-1: Explosive atmospheres – Part 30-1: Electrical resistance trace heating – 
General and testing requirements 

IEC 60079-31, Explosive atmospheres – Part 31: Equipment dust ignition protection by 
enclosures “tD” 

IEC 60086-1, Primary batteries – Part 1: General 

IEC 60095-1, Lead-acid starter batteries – Part 1: General requirements and methods of test 

IEC 60192, Low-pressure sodium vapour lamps – Performance specifications 

IEC 60216-1, Electrical insulating materials – Properties of thermal endurance – Part 1: 
Ageing procedures and evaluation of test results 

IEC 60216-2, Electrical insulating materials – Thermal endurance properties – Part 2: 
Determination of thermal endurance properties of electrical insulating materials – Choice of 
test criteria 

IEC 60243-1, Electrical strength of insulating materials – Test methods – Part 1: Tests at 
power frequencies 
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IEC 60423, Conduits for electrical purposes – Outside diameters of conduits for electrical 
installations and threads for conduits and fittings 

IEC 60529, Degrees of protection provided by enclosures (IP Code) 

IEC 60622, Secondary cells and batteries containing alkaline or other non-acid electrolytes – 
Sealed nickel-cadmium prismatic rechargeable single cells 

IEC 60623, Secondary cells and batteries containing alkaline or other non-acid electrolytes – 
Vented nickel-cadmium prismatic rechargeable single cells 

IEC 60662, High-pressure sodium vapour lamps 

IEC 60664-1, Insulation coordination for equipment within low-voltage systems – Part 1: 
Principles, requirements and tests 

IEC 60947-1, Low-voltage switchgear and controlgear – Part 1: General rules 

IEC 61056-1, General purpose lead-acid batteries (valve-regulated types) – Part 1: General 
requirements, functional characteristics – Methods of tests 

IEC 61241-1, Electrical apparatus for use in the presence of combustible dust – Part 1: 
Protection by enclosures “tD”  

IEC 61241-4, Electrical apparatus for use in the presence of combustible dust – Part 4: Type 
of protection “pD”  

IEC 61241-11, Electrical apparatus for use in the presence of combustible dust – Part 11: 
Protection by intrinsic safety “iD”  

IEC 61951-1, Secondary cells and batteries containing alkaline and other non-acid 
electrolytes – Portable sealed rechargeable single cells – Part 1: Nickel-cadmium 

IEC 61951-2, Secondary cells and batteries containing alkaline and other non-acid 
electrolytes – Portable sealed rechargeable single cells – Part 2:Nickel-metal hydride 

IEC 62013-1, Caplights for use in mines susceptible to firedamp – Part 1: General 
requirements – Construction and testing in relation to the risk of explosion 

ISO 48, Rubber, vulcanized or thermoplastic – Determination of hardness (hardness between 
10 IRHD and 100 IRHD)  

ISO 178, Plastics – Determination of flexural properties 

ISO 179 (all parts), Plastics – Determination of Charpy impact properties  

ISO 262, ISO general-purpose metric screw threads – Selected sizes for screws, bolts and 
nuts 

ISO 273, Fasteners – Clearance holes for bolts and screws 

ISO 286-2, ISO system of limits and fits – Part 2: Tables of standard tolerance grades and 
limit deviations for holes and shafts 

ISO 527-2, Plastics – Determination of tensile properties – Part 2: Test conditions for 
moulding and extrusion plastics 
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ISO 965-1, ISO general-purpose metric screw threads – Tolerances – Part 1: Principles and 
basic data  

ISO 965-3, ISO general-purpose metric screw threads – Tolerances – Part 3: Deviations for 
constructional screw threads  

ISO 1817, Rubber, vulcanized – Determination of the effect of liquids 

ISO 4014, Hexagon head bolts – Product grades A and B 

ISO 4017, Hexagon head screws – Product grades A and B  

ISO 4026, Hexagon socket set screws with flat point 

ISO 4027, Hexagon socket set screws with cone point 

ISO 4028, Hexagon socket set screws with dog point  

ISO 4029, Hexagon socket set screws with cup point 

ISO 4032, Hexagon nuts, style 1 – Product grades A and B 

ISO 4762, Hexagon socket head cap screws 

ISO 4892-1, Plastics – Methods of exposure to laboratory light sources – Part 1: General 
guidance  

ANSI/UL 746B, Polymeric Materials – Long-Term Property Evaluations 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply. 

For the definitions of any other terms, particularly those of a more general nature, reference 
should be made to IEC 60050(426) or other appropriate parts of the IEV (International 
Electrotechnical Vocabulary). 

3.1  
ambient temperature 
temperature of the air or other media, in the immediate vicinity of the equipment or component 

NOTE This does not refer to the temperature of any process media, unless the equipment or component is totally 
immersed in the process media. See 5.1.1. 

3.2  
associated apparatus 
electrical apparatus which contains both energy-limited and non-energy-limited circuits and is 
constructed so that the non-energy-limited circuits cannot adversely affect the energy-limited 
circuits 

NOTE Associated apparatus may be either: 

a) electrical apparatus which has an alternative type of protection included in this standard for use in the 
appropriate explosive atmosphere; 

b) electrical apparatus not so protected and which therefore is not to be used within an explosive atmosphere, for 
example, a recorder which is not of itself in an explosive atmosphere but is connected to a thermocouple situated 
within an explosive atmosphere where only the recorder input circuit is energy limited. 
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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION 
____________ 

 
ATMOSPHÈRES EXPLOSIVES – 

 
Partie 0: Matériel – 

Exigences générales  
 

AVANT-PROPOS 
1) La Commission Electrotechnique Internationale (CEI) est une organisation mondiale de normalisation 

composée de l'ensemble des comités électrotechniques nationaux (Comités nationaux de la CEI). La CEI a 
pour objet de favoriser la coopération internationale pour toutes les questions de normalisation dans les 
domaines de l'électricité et de l'électronique. A cet effet, la CEI – entre autres activités – publie des Normes 
internationales, des Spécifications techniques, des Rapports techniques, des Spécifications accessibles au 
public (PAS) et des Guides (ci-après dénommés "Publication(s) de la CEI"). Leur élaboration est confiée à des 
comités d'études, aux travaux desquels tout Comité national intéressé par le sujet traité peut participer. Les 
organisations internationales, gouvernementales et non gouvernementales, en liaison avec la CEI, participent 
également aux travaux. La CEI collabore étroitement avec l'Organisation Internationale de Normalisation (ISO), 
selon des conditions fixées par accord entre les deux organisations. 

2) Les décisions ou accords officiels de la CEI concernant les questions techniques représentent, dans la mesure 
du possible, un accord international sur les sujets étudiés, étant donné que les Comités nationaux de la CEI 
intéressés sont représentés dans chaque comité d’études.  

3) Les Publications de la CEI se présentent sous la forme de recommandations internationales et sont agréées 
comme telles par les Comités nationaux de la CEI. Tous les efforts raisonnables sont entrepris afin que la CEI 
s'assure de l'exactitude du contenu technique de ses publications; la CEI ne peut pas être tenue responsable 
de l'éventuelle mauvaise utilisation ou interprétation qui en est faite par un quelconque utilisateur final. 

4) Dans le but d'encourager l'uniformité internationale, les Comités nationaux de la CEI s'engagent, dans toute la 
mesure possible, à appliquer de façon transparente les Publications de la CEI dans leurs publications 
nationales et régionales. Toutes divergences entre toutes Publications de la CEI et toutes publications 
nationales ou régionales correspondantes doivent être indiquées en termes clairs dans ces dernières. 

5) La CEI n’a prévu aucune procédure de marquage valant indication d’approbation et n'engage pas sa 
responsabilité pour les équipements déclarés conformes à une de ses Publications. 

6) Tous les utilisateurs doivent s'assurer qu'ils sont en possession de la dernière édition de cette publication. 

7) Aucune responsabilité ne doit être imputée à la CEI, à ses administrateurs, employés, auxiliaires ou 
mandataires, y compris ses experts particuliers et les membres de ses comités d'études et des Comités 
nationaux de la CEI, pour tout préjudice causé en cas de dommages corporels et matériels, ou de tout autre 
dommage de quelque nature que ce soit, directe ou indirecte, ou pour supporter les coûts (y compris les frais 
de justice) et les dépenses découlant de la publication ou de l'utilisation de cette Publication de la CEI ou de 
toute autre Publication de la CEI, ou au crédit qui lui est accordé.  

8) L'attention est attirée sur les références normatives citées dans cette publication. L'utilisation de publications 
référencées est obligatoire pour une application correcte de la présente publication. 

9) L’attention est attirée sur le fait que certains des éléments de la présente Publication de la CEI peuvent faire 
l’objet de droits de propriété intellectuelle ou de droits analogues. La CEI ne saurait être tenue pour 
responsable de ne pas avoir identifié de tels droits de propriété et averti de leur existence. 

La Norme internationale CEI 60079-0 a été établie par le comité d'études 31 de la CEI : 
Equipements pour atmosphères explosives. 

Cette cinquième édition annule et remplace la quatrième édition parue en 2004 et constitue 
une révision technique complète. 

Les principales modifications apportées par rapport à l’édition précédente sont indiquées ci-
dessous: 

• Les exigences relatives aux atmosphères de poussières explosives ont été transférées de 
la CEI 61241-0 

• Le marquage du groupe « II » considéré isolément a été remplacé par « IIA », « IIB » ou 
« IIC » parce que certaines des exigences relatives aux enveloppes sont maintenant 
propres à un sous-groupe spécifique. 

• Les groupes pour les poussières sont définis comme Groupes IIIA, IIIB et IIIC. 
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